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S.C. ROBERTS 
BOSWELL DISCOVERED 


INintroducing Boswell’s London Journal, 1762-1763 (reviewed on another page) 
the publishers state that ‘the Boswell Papers are the largest and most impor- 
tant find of English literary manuscripts ever made’. It is a bold claim, but it 
is well justified. Futhermore, the process of discovery has been gradual, yet 
dramatic. The story has been likened by some to a tale of detective fiction; but 
it might better be described as a drama in five acts. Let us first recall the back- 
ground of the drama. 

The Life of Samuel Johnson, Boswell’s magnum opus, was published in 
1791; it had a rapid sale and by 1832 had reached its ninth edition. It had in- 
deed gained admission to the category of books which no gentleman’s library 
could be without. One result of this was that in 1831 Croker produced an 
extensively annotated edition in which he took unpardonable liberties with 
the text. Macaulay, who hated Croker ‘more than cold boiled veal’, seized 
his opportunity and, having dealt faithfully with Croker, proceeded to pass 
judgment on Boswell himself. He admitted, of course, that the Life of 
Johnson was the finest in the annals of biography; but Boswell, the man, was 
‘servile and impertinent, shallow and pedantic, a bigot and a sot’. How, then, 
did he attain to literary eminence? By reason, says Macaulay, of his weaknesses: 
‘If he had not been a great fool, he would never have been a great writer’. 
This ‘inspired idiot’ theory has long been exploded, but such was Macaulay's 
dominance over Victorian literary taste that it held the field for half a century 
or more; and while everyone agreed that the Life of Johnson was the greatest 
of all Lives, no one worried overmuch about its author. 

Boswell was known, however, to be a prolific writer of letters and diaries; he 
was also known to be a most conscientious collector of documents of all 
kinds. When he died in 1795, he left his great collections to his three friends, 
Sir William Forbes, the Rev. W. J. Temple, and Edmund Malone, with 
‘a discretionary power to publish more or less’. Forbes and Malone discussed 
the question, but decided ‘to do nothing for the present’. When James 
Boswell the younger died in 1822, a few of his father’s manuscripts and proof- 
sheets were sold; but, apart from these, it was firmly believed, and continued 
to be believed for more than a hundred years, that the great mass of Boswell’s 
papers had been destroyed. The belief was strengthened by the failure of 
Johnsonian scholars from time to time to get any information about the 
papers from the Boswell family. 

So much for a brief sketch of the background. The first act of the drama 
of discovery opened as an accident. 

In 1850 a certain Major Stone entered a shop in Boulogne. Having made 
his purchase, he noted that it was being wrapped in what appeared to be a 
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letter written in English. Further examination revealed that the signature at 
the end of the letter was that of James Boswell. Major Stone traced the 
wrapping-papers to the stock of an itinerant vendor and bought the whole 
bundle of them. The bundle contained about one hundred letters written by 
Boswell to this friend W. J. Temple, dating from the time when they were 
fellow-students at Edinburgh to the year before Boswell’s death. Published 
in 1857, these letters provided a fascinating picture, in outline, of Boswell’s 
way of life. 

Nearly seventy years later, in 1922, Professor C. B. Tinker, the pioneer of 
the modern study of Boswell, published a book entitled Young Boswell. He 
was also engaged upon a scholarly edition of Boswell’s Letters, which 
appeared two years later. While he was so engaged, rumours began to cir- 
culate that the Boswell MSS. had not, after all, been destroyed, but were 
reposing at Malahide Castle, Co. Dublin, the home of Lord Talbot of 
Malahide, a great-great-grandson, on his mother’s side, of James Boswell. 
These rumours heralded the second act of discovery. Professor Tinker visited 
Malahide in 1925 and was shown the contents of the famous ebony cabinet 
in which a large part of the papers was preserved. He was unable, however, 
to make any headway in the problem of publication. 

Ona memorable afternoon in June 1926 I, too, had the good fortune to be 
introduced to the late Lord Talbot in his castle, which is one of the oldest 
inhabited houses in Ireland. Against a background of oak nearly black with 
age, theportraits (notably one of Mrs. Boswell by Reynolds) looked down with 
mature benignity and on a long refectory table Lord Talbot had laid out for 
my inspection just a few samples of the manuscripts: there was a letter from 
Goldsmith which I immediately recognized as a reply to Boswell’s famous 
letter of congratulation on the production of She Stoops to Conquer; there was 
Boswell’s record of his own interview with George III and other delectable 
documents—fragments only, but enough to show that the collection was 
beyond the dreams of literary avarice. 1 thanked my host and expressed my 
willingness to help in any problems of editing or of publication that might 
ensue. Early in July Lord Talbot wrote to me in very polite terms, explain- 
ing that his plans were not yet mature. Later in the same month yet another 
visitor, Colonel Ralph Isham, an enthusiastic collector of Johnsoniana, arrived 
at Malahide. Colonel Isham was interested not only in publication, but in 
purchase. He quickly secured the Goldsmith letter and by the end of 1927 
had bought the whole series of Boswell papers, which were privately, and 
expensively, printed in eighteen volumes between 1928 and 1934. 

To this remarkable second act there was an epilogue. In 1930 a dusty cup- 
board at Malahide was investigated. In it was a croquet-box. When the box 
was opened, it was found to contain not mallets and hoops, but the manuscript 
of A Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides. 

For the third act of the drama, the scene was shifted. Sir William Forbes, 
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who, in consultation with Edmund Malone, had decided not to publish any 
of Boswell’s manuscripts, died in 1806 and the papers passed to his son’s 
house at Fettercairn, Kincardineshire, Scotland. Sir William Forbes had 
written the Life of the Scottish poet and philospher, James Beattie, and in 
1930 Professor C. C. Abbott, then of the University of Aberdeen, was en- 
gaged in research into Beattie’s life and work. Accordingly, he arranged to 
visit Fettercairn with a view to finding fresh materia! in Forbes’s papers. The 
opening of this third act is best told in Professor Abbott’s words: 
‘Most of the floor space was filled with a variety of boxes, metal and wood, 
open and unopened, attended by noble bunches of keys. Great piles of 
papers were stacked on a side table. A b lazing log fire made the room bright. 
I started with the boxes . . . here, in stout wrapping-paper, was a package 
marked in Sir William’s bold flowing hand “Letters from Mr. Boswell.” 
and in another box were “Letters from Miss Veronica and Miss Euphemia 
and Miss Elizabeth Boswell” ... I turned to the stacked papers . . . at the 
bottom of one pile, was a stout bundle whose cover had almost disappeared, 
though the writing on what remained of it was still legible. It was “My 
Journal” and for a moment I thought it must be Sir William’s. The top page 
was browned. But when I looked at the writing there I knew it at once for 
Boswell’s, and stared in excited astonishment at the truth. The manuscript 
seemed to be complete: it was certainly in excellent preservation . .. Boswell’s 
Journal from 15 November 1762 till 4 August 1763 was thus in my hands.’ 

So was discovered the Journal which has recently been given to an expec- 
tant world in book form. But, of course, Professor Abbott discovered much 
more—wads of letters from Johnson, a sackful of letters addressed to Boswell 
and much else. The whole collection, duly catalogued by Professor Abbott, 
amounted to 1,600 items. Litigation caused the curtain to be rung down 
rather quickly on this third act. Eventually, Colonel Isham was awarded a 
half interest in the Fettercairn papers, the other half being awarded to the 
residuary legatees of a great-grand-daughter of James Boswell. This second 
share was subse >quently bought by C olonel Ish: um, who was thus able to add 
the whole of the Fettercairn papers to the Malahide hoard already in his 
possession. 

One of the editors of the first Malahide collection had remarked, in com- 
menting on the gaps in the series of Boswell’s journals, that ‘further dis- 
coveries, even in this realm of miracles, can hardly be looked for’. But in 
1939 the miracle happened and the curtain went up on the fourth act. Soon 
after the beginning of the war one of the outhouses at Malahide was made 
over to the parish council as a reserve grain-store and in a loft was discovered 
a very large collection of Boswell papers. These were secured by Colonel 
Isham in 1946 and this ‘second Malahide find’, as it has come to be called, 
contains material of the highest importance: it includes, for instance, 1,300 
pages of the manuscript of the Life of Johnson; records of conversations with 
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Johnson not printed hitherto; much correspondence between Boswell, 
Garrick, Burke, Wilkes, Reynolds and others; some early, and unpublished, 
poems by Johnson; and Reynolds’ character-sketch of Goldsmith. 

The fifth act was of a less spectacular character, but was of considerable 
importance. Lord Talbot de Malahide died in 1948 and was succeeded bya 
cousin, who made yet another search amongst the Malahide archives. His 
search was not fruitless and Colonel Isham added the latest ‘find’ to his 
collection. 

Thus the series of accumulated frouvailles, amounting in all to more than 
four thousand documents, was at length brought together; in the summer of 
1949 it was announced that Yale University had purchased the whole collec- 
tion of papers and that their preparation for publication had been entrusted 
to a body of scholars under the direction of Professor F. A. Pottle, the 
successor of Professor Tinker at Yale. 


Such, in brief outline, is the astonishing history of the ‘curious archives’ 
which James Boswell treasured in his famous ebony cabinet at Auchinleck. 

Apart from the drama of discovery, the London Journal, 1762-1763 is a 
notable example of Boswell’s individual qualities as a diarist. At the beginning 
he writes that he has determined to set down his various sentiments and his 
various conduct.‘ Knowing that lam to record my transactions’, he continues, 
“will make me more careful to do well. Or if I should go wrong, it will assist 
me in resolutions of doing better.’ 

Certainly Boswell fulfilled his intention of recording his various conduct 
and in particular he recorded both his elegant liaisons and his street 
debauchery with a candour and particularity such as few, if any, autobio- 
graphers have employ ed; but there is little evidence that the recording en- 
couraged any improvement of day-to-day behaviour. The major interest 
of the Journ: al lies not in the detail of am: atory escapade, but in the picture it 
presents of Boswell absorbing every kind of experience that the London of 
1762 could offer. Keen as he was to cultivate the acquaintance of men 
of letters, he was determined to savour the pageantry and the excitement of 
metropolitan life as a whole. Anxious for a time to obtain a commission in 
the Guards, he waited assiduously upon the Duchess of Northumberland and 
other great ladies, he frequented Child’s coffee-house in the City and was 
careful to record little snatches of dialogue between two ordinary citizens; he 
dined at the Beefsteak Club, with Lord Sandwich (‘a jolly, hearty, lively 
man’) in the chair; he went to St. James’s Church and heard a good sermon 
(‘In the midst of divine service I was laying plans for having women, and yet 
I had the most sincere feelings of religion’); he listened to Fox and others 
speaking in the House of Commons (‘at last Mr. Pitt got up and then indeed 
I heard oratory’); he saw an execution at Tyburn and sat through a cock- 
fight, feeling sorry for the cocks. On the narrative of these and many other 
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incidents there is the indubitable stamp of authenticity; and this quality is 
especially illustrated in the later pages of the Journal in which are recorded 
Boswell’s earliest meetings with Johnson. The pages in the Life of Johnson 
which tell the story of that famous first meeting in Tom Davies's bookshop 
are among the best known in English literature; and now there is revealed 
the raw material out of which the final narrative was fashioned. Not that the 
material is always raw—sometimes the record of Johnson’s opinion on a 
particular subject is copied almost verbatim from the Journal. 

Another characteristic feature of Boswell’s recording comes out clearly in 
the memoranda written in the margin, namely, his habit of addressing him- 
self. Thus: ‘Get money, or first finish journal. Keep plan in mind and be in 
earnest .. . At night see Pringle. Go to Piazza and take some negus ere you 


> 
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Boswell, indeed, never ceased to dramatize himself. When he surveyed the 
social scene, he contemplated not only his fellow-men, but himself. To re- 
gard him simply as the devotee of Johnson or any other famous man is a 
profound mistake. To be in such company was the beginning, not the end, 
of his personal ambition to be well known as an author. After 150 years he 
has at length revealed himself with a fullness unmatched in literature. 

Master of Pembroke College, Cambridge, since 1948, and Vice-Chancellor of Cambridge 
University since 1949, the author of this article is recognized as one of the foremost authorities in 
Britain on Dr. Johnson and his circle. His published works include: The Story of Doctor Johnson; 
Doctor Johnson in Cambridge; Boswell’s Tour to Corsica; Piozzi’s Anecdotes of Johnson; Samuel 


Johnson, Writer; Doctor Johnson (Great Lives series); Samuel Johnson (British Academy lecture on 
x ter Mind 
a Master Mind ) 





CORTINA ULISSE PRIZE 


Tue Cortina Ulisse European Prize of 1,000,000 lire is again offered for 
1951. This year it will be awarded to a work published during the last 
five years which covers aesthetics, history or any other aspect of fine arts. 
The work should be of reasonable length and, whilst treating the subject 
seriously and scientifically, can be of use to a wide circle of readers. 

Three copies of each entry must reach ‘Rivista Ulisse’ (Sezione Premio 
Europeo Cortina, Ulisse), Corso d'Italia 43, Rome, before 15 April 1951. 
Full details of the competition can be obtained from the office of ‘Ulisse’ 
in Rome or from the Director, The Italian Institute, 39 Belgrave Square, 
London, S.W.1. 





The opinions expressed throughout British Book News are the contributors’ 
and not necessarily those of the British Council. 
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THE BOOK LIST that follows is a select list compiled with the assistance 
of Aslib (incorporating the Association of Special Libraries and Information 
Bureaux and the British Society for International Bibliography), Bristol Public 
Libraries, British Agricultural Bulletin, the British Council Medical Library, the 
British Drama League, the British Film Institute, the British Library of Political 
and Economic Science (London School of Economics), the Commonwealth 
National Library (Canberra, Australia), the Hispanic and Luso-Brazilian 
Councils, the Library Association, the Institute of Advanced Legal Studies 
(University of London), the National Library Service (Wellington, New 
Zealand), the Public Library of Toronto (Canada), the Royal Empire Society, 
the Royal Geographical Society, the Royal Institute of British Architects, the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, the Royal United Service Institution, 
the South African Public Library (Cape Town, South Africa), the Victoria 
and Albert Museum, Westminster Public Libraries, the Youth Libraries 
Section of the Library Association and many individual specialists, and the 
annotations are in some cases based, by permission, on reviews in The Times 
Literary Supplement and The Times Educational Supplement. 


THE CLASSIFICATION follows the Dewey Decimal System of Library Classification, and the 
Dewey number is given in brackets at the end of each entry. 


ORDERS FOR BOOKS should be placed with a neighbouring bookseller or (if no bookseller is 
available) should be sent with a remittance to the National Book League, 7 Albemarle Street, 
London, W.1, who will forward them to a bookseller in Britain. 


INFORMATION ABOUT BOOKS (and periodicals) on all subjects, and bibliographical 
guidance, may be obtained from the nearest office of the British Council (which maintains libraries 
in most countries) and whenever necessary such inquiries will be referred to the appropriate 
department of the Council in London, which is in consultation with the foremost British authori- 
ties in all fields of knowledge. 


THE PRICES QUOTED in this list are subject to alteration. All publishers are London firms 
except where otherwise stated, when the name of the town is given in brackets. 


THE FOLLOWING ABBREVIATIONS are used throughout the list for the standard sizes 
of British Books 
Inches Centimetres 


Pott 3 Pott Octavo 6}X3% 0 IS-*8Xx9°5 
Fs Foolscap Octavo 63x 4t I7*IX10°7 
C8 Crown Octavo 74X5 19 X12°7 
L.Post 8 Large Post Octavo 84x 5} 20°9X13°3 
D8 Demy Octavo 83X53 22°2X14°2 
M8 Medium Octavo 9X5} 0-228 X 14°6 
R8 Royal Octavo 10 X6} -25*4X15'8 
SuRs Super Royal Octavo 10 x6} 25°4X17'1 
Imps Imperial Octavo 11 X7} 27°9X 19 

F4 Foolscap Quarto 84x 6} 21°§XI17°! 
C4 Crown Quarto 10 X7$ 25°4XI9 

L.Post 4 Large Post Quarto 10}X8} 26°6X20°9 
D4 Demy Quarto 11tX8} 28-5 22-2 
M4 Medium Quarto 114x9 29°2 X 22°8 
R4 Royal Quarto I2sX1IO0 31°7X25"4 
Ffol Foolscap Folio 134X890 342K 2I°5 


Preceding an abbreviation the letter | = large, and the letter s= small; for example, 1C8 = large 
Crown Octavo. 





World copyright. Permission must be obtained to reproduce any of the 
contents of this periodical, and inquiries on the subject should be addressed 
to: The Editor, British Book News, 3 Hanover Street, London, W.1 
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GENERAL WORKS 
Bibliography 
BOOK COLLECTING. Four Broadcast Talks. R. W.Chapman, John Hayward, 
John Carter, Michael Sadleir. Bowes & Bowes (Cambridge), 6s. C8. 45 pages. 
The four talks collected here were originally broadcast by the B.B.C. in June 1950. 
Dr. Chapman writes as a scholar of ‘The Sense of the Past’ to be derived from the 
early editions of old books; John Hayward discusses some of the reasons why first 
editions should be collected and what makes them valuable from an editor's point of 
view; John Carter writes as a bibliographer of the technical minutiae which distinguish 
many first editions; and Michael Sadleir surveys the actual operation of book collect- 
ing itself in the bookshop and auction room. (010.4) 
Library Economy 
ELEVEN TO FIFTEEN. A Basic Book List of Non-fiction for Secondary 
School Libraries. Foreword by Ronald Gould. School Library Association, 
2s.6d. (limp cover) and 3s.6d. (board cover). M8. $4 pages. 
The compilers of this excellent classified list received advice and suggestions from many 
specialist bodies and individuals. Its aim is to help in selecting essential books of non- 
fiction, principally for the new secondary-modern schools but it should be useful to 
schools of all types and all those interested in the provision of books for young people. 
The preface, by C. H. C. Osborne, of Cranbrook School and Editor of The School 
Librarian, contains useful general hints on book selection for schools. The classified 
list is supplemented by subject and author indexes. (028.5) 
General Collected Essays 
THE RADIO LISTENERS WEEK-END BOOK. A Selection from Notable 
Broadcasts of the Past Five Years. Edited by John Pringle. Odhams Press, 
gs.6d. sD8. 288 pages. Line drawings by Biro. 
This is a selection from B.B.C. broadcasts which have been made during the last five 
years. Each extract in the selection has a certain quality of permanence, so that its 
appeal does not necessarily come either from the occasion when it was made or from 
the voice or radio technique of the speaker. The selections have been grouped into 
sections dealing with historic events, personal experiences and adventures, travel, 
fashion, sport, literature, short stories and reminiscence, etc. Among the authors of the 
extracts are those to whom some unique experience has given a worthy subject, well- 
known writers, artists, practised commentators and others of recognized authority on 
their subjects. The selection should meet a great variety of taste and mood, and gives 
information and entertainment that cannot be readily obtained elsewhere. (042) 


PHILOSOPHY [AND PSYCHOLOGY] 

WILLIAM JAMES: A SELECTION OF HIS WRITINGS ON PSYCHOLOGY. 
Edited, with a commentary, by Margaret Knight. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. 
sC8. 256 pages. Paper bound. (Pelican Books on Psychology) 

This is the first of a new serics (edited by C. A. Mace) on the great psychologists in 


which the aim is to ‘let the man speak for himself’ by providing substantial extracts 
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from important works linked by a running commentary by an editor. In this book the 
psychological work of William James (1842-1910), Harvard University lecturer on 
physiological psychology and distinguished brother of Henry James the novelist, is 
presented by extracts from his Principles of Psychology and the Briefer Course (occupying 
115 out of the 186 pages of extracts), Varieties of Religious Experience and miscellaneous 
writings. An introductory chapter by Margaret Knight, lecturer in psychology in the 
University of Aberdeen, gives a vivid picture of William James himself, and of his 
home background which powerfully influenced his career. Though Principles of 
Psychology was published in 1890 it is still read for its own sake. William James had 
studied medicine and biology before he became preoccupied with psychology and 
philosophy and in his insistence that psychology was closely linked with nervous 
physiology he was far ahead of his time. Furthermore his easy style of writing and his 
brilliant use of analogy and metaphor attract and stimulate the reader and present a 
difficult subject with unusual clarity. (150.81) 


MILL ON BENTHAM AND COLERIDGE. With an Introduction by F. R. 
Leavis. Chatto & Windus, 7s.6d. C8. 174 pages. 


Dr. Leavis presents John Stuart Mill’s two essays on Jeremy Bentham (1748-1832) and 
Samuel Taylor Coleridge (1772-1834) as classics of literary and philosophical criticism, 
with a view to their being included in courses of reading recommended to candidates 
for the English tripos. They are, as he points out, examples of what the great English 
empirical and humanistic tradition could do before the advent of the neo-Hegelians. 
Mill regarded Bentham and Coleridge as ‘the two great seminal minds of England in 
their age’—the one as the exponent of scientific method and the other as the represen- 
tative of the metaphysical approach—and he believed in a reconciliation or synthesis 
of these two types of reasoning. (192) 


RELIGION [AND THEOLOGY] 


THE BOOKS AND THE PARCHMENTS. F. F. Bruce. Pickering & Inglis, 
12s.6d. sD8. 259 pages. 4 illustrations. Appendices. Indexes. 
This volume by the Head of the Department of Biblical History and Literature in the 
University of Sheffield contains papers and articles on the transmission of the Bible. It 
is intended for non-specialists in Biblical study who wishto gain reliable information 
about the results of latest research and discovery. The contents cover such investiga- 
tions as the languages of the Bible, the Canon of Scripture, the text of the Old Testa- 
ment (including the manuscripts discovered in 1948), the Apocryphal books and the 
text of the New Testament. The book is well illustrated and there are full indexes. 
Mr. Bruce is a competent guide and succeeds not only in imparting knowledge of 
difficult themes to the beginner in a palatable form but in fostering a desire for further 
study which will be facilitated by the carefully compiled bibliography. (220.4) 


THE PROBLEM OF CHRIST IN THE TWENTIETH CENTURY. An Essay 
on the Incarnation. W. R. Matthews. Oxford University Press, 7s.6d. C8. 
98 pages. Index. 

This volume by the Dean of St. Paul’s embodies the Maurice lectures delivered in 

King’s College, London, 1949. Its main purpose is to explore the relevance of certain 

aspects of modern psychology and philosophy to the interpretation of the personality 

of Christ. Dr. Matthews shows that in the period of the great Councils of the Church, 
it was found impossible to exclude the use of such terms as ‘Substance’ and ‘Nature’ 
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taken from Greek philosophy, in the attempt to define a true doctrine of Christ as 
human and divine. The findings of the Councils are a starting point for further reflec- 
tion rather than a final word. Hence it is proposed by the author that we should 
consider whether the concept of the unconscious mind, the facts of telepathy and 
extra-sensory perception and the modern approach to reality as a “pattern of events’ 
may not take us a step further in the elucidation of a problem from which no Christian 
philosopher can shrink. There may be difference of view as to the merits of the approach 
tentatively proposed by the author. The essay itself can without hesitation be com- 
mended both for its lucidity and its insight into the possible bearing of tendencies 
hitherto insufficiently examined upon the doctrine of the Incarnation. (232.1) 


THE SON OF MAN. Emil Ludwig. Translated from the German by Eden 
and Cedar Paul. Reprint. Benn, 15s. D8. 319 pages. 8 illustrations after 
Rembrandt. 

This book by the celebrated Jewish writer who achieved fame by his biographies was 

first published in Germany in 1928 and this admirable English translation appeared in 

the same year. The author’s aim is to portray the inner life of Jesus; to describe the 
conflict between the claims of his mission and personal happiness and to show that 
although he was greater than all his contemporaries he was unable to cope with the 
world into which he had been born. No attempt is made to deal with theological 
issues. It is the author’s conviction that the key to the nature of Jesus is to be found in 
his human heart. These pages reveal deep reverence, psychological insight and rare 

powers of descriptive writing. A portrait of this kind can, however, only be drawn by a 

writer who leaves out of account of set purpose the literary and theological problems 

to which the Gospels themselves give rise. (232.9) 


JESUS IN HIS OWN wWwoRDSs. Compiled by Harold Roper. Longmans, 
Green, 12s.6d. IC8. 324 pages. Index. 
In this book the writer, who is a member of the Society of Jesus, endeavours to take all 
the actual words of Jesus as recorded in the Gospels (according to the Westminster 
version of the New Testament) and to set them in what he believes to be their chrono- 
logical order. The sayings are linked by an explanatory commentary and preceded by 
an introduction with a chapter on the birth of the Messiah. Mr. Roper succeeds in pre- 
senting us with a comprehensive idea of Christ’s teaching in a lucid and attractive 
form. He writes for Catholic and non-Catholic readers, and those who, with little 
theological knowledge, desire to gain a clearer view of the significance of Christ and 
of the nature of His public life and ministry will welcome this book. It has been well 
produced and printed. (232.9) 


THE DAZZLING DARKNESS. Guy Bowden. Longmans, Green, 8s.6d. F8. 
208 pages. Index. 

This small book by the Chaplain of King Alfred’s College, Winchester, is an essay on 
the experience of prayer. The author writes for those who, while theoretically con- 
vinced of the value of prayer, find the practice of it dull and disappointing. He believes 
that the life of prayer is for all and points the way towards a more adequate under- 
standing of its meaning. The chapters deal with such themes as the tests of prayer, the 
consciousness of God, prayer and the Holy Spirit, prayer and the unconscious. Mr. 
Bowden is a skilful guide and knows how to illuminate his subject by apt quotations 
from Scripture and modern literature. There is a foreword by Bishop Walter Carey. 
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THE BLESSED MISSIONARIES. Phelps-Stokes Lectures, 1949. Edwin W. 
Smith. Oxford University Press (Cape Town, South Africa), 10s.6d. D8. 
165 pages. Index. Paper bound. 

The Phelps-Stokes Lectures on aspects of inter-racial co-operation are delivered by 

invitation at the University of Cape Town every three years. The substance of the 

present book was given by Dr. Smith in lecture form in 1949. His main theme is the 
contribution made by the representatives and servants of the Christian Church, the 
missionaries, towards the establishment and furtherance of right inter-racial relations. 

In an introduction the author points out that most South African missionaries, con- 

trary to general belicf, have advocated a form of separation for the non-European 

elements of the population, based on the provision of adequate grants of land—a 
solution that was ignored by politicians while it was still practicable. He shows that 
missionaries have been pioneers in the field of education and health services and defends 

John Philip, defender of the rights of the African, against much ill-informed criticism 

of his aims and actions. In a final chapter on ‘principles and policies’ Dr. Smith 

suggests practical lines of approach for applying Christian principles to an extremely 
complicated social situation. The author, a South African by birth, is a former President 
of the Royal Anthropological Institute, and the writer of many books on Christian 

missions in Africa. (266.368) 


MISSION TO THE POOREST. M. R. Loew. Translated from the French by 
Pamela Carswell. With an Introduction and Epilogue by Maisie Ward. 
Sheed & Ward, 10s.6d. L.Post 8. 191 pages. 


The author of this book is a Dominican and a leading figure in that remarkable priestly 
movement in France which seeks to hasten the return of the working classes to the 
Roman Catholic Church. The story of Pére Loew’s work is here told by himself. 
Although a trained sociologist, he became weary of the theorizing of intellectuals and 
sought permission to share the daily life of the dockers of Marseilles. He became a 
docker and slum dweller. The blurb on the cover truly describes him as no wild-eyed 
idealist but as the coolest realist that ever sacrificed himself totally for an ideal. In Miss 
Ward's introduction and epilogue che present situation is described. Pére Loew has a 
community of four priests living together, two of whom work in dockland. The 
book has been admirably translated and there is a foreword by Archbishop Cushing. 

(269) 
PROBLEMS OF REUNION. A. E. J. Rawlinson. Eyre & Spottiswoode, 9s. 1C8. 

179 pages. 

Dr. Rawlinson, Bishop of Derby, has for many years taken a prominent part in move- 
ments of Reunion in Great Britain and elsewhere. In this volume we have a collection 
of papers recently read or published and they are all concerned in different ways not so 
much with concrete proposals for reunion as with the theological issues raised by any 
or all such proposals. Inevitably, the doctrine of the ministry looms large and it is 
interesting to note that, although the Bishop stands firm on historic Anglicanism, he is 
very critical of some of the positions maintained by Dom Gregory Dix and the Bishop 
of Oxford in the volume entitled The Apostolic Ministry. He recognizes that the idea 
of validity may have to be thought out afresh in the light of the present ecclesiastical 
situation. The chapters on ‘The Church and the Ministry’ and ‘The Validity of 
Orders’ contain a valuable and constructive contribution to the solution of problems 
that emerge in all reunion conversations. There is a sympathetic treatment of the 
relations between the Church of England and the Church of South India both in the 
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chapter on “Intercommunion’ and in an additional note. Readers will also be grateful 
that the paper on ‘Christian Initiation’ has been included, particularly in vicw of the 
fact that at the present time the question of baptism is in the foreground of theological 
discussion. This volume is marked by clarity of thought and expression as well as by 


a realistic and conciliatory tone. (280) 


THE CATHOLIC DIRECTORY, 1951. 114th year of issue. Burns, Oates & 
Washbourne, 10s.6d. D8. 878 pages. Index. 
This issue of the official handbook of the Catholic Church in Great Britain has been 
fully revised and brought up to date, and gives details of Polish and other foreign 
priests in charge of the European Volunteer Workers in this country, For the first time, 
also, details are given of the places served by the Travelling Missions in the dioceses 
of Menevia, Northampton and Southwark. In each diocesan section is included a list 
of the churches in the larger towns arranged according to their postal districts. Part I 
covers the Catholic and General Almanack. Part II gives full details of the Catholic 
Hierarchy; and the Sees of the Catholic Church in all countries. Part III gives informa- 
tion on the churches, chapels, clergy, etc. of the dioceses of England, Wales and Scot- 
land, arranged alphabetically, a list of the Cardinals, Archbishops and Bishops in 
Great Britain, Ireland, the Dominions and other possessions, and in the U.S.A.; 
priests, secular and regular, of Great Britain, religious Orders in England and Wales, 
English-speaking Confessors outside Great Britain, and diocesan statistical tables. 
(282.058) 
FROM PURITANISM TO THE AGE OF REASON. A Study of Changes in 
Religious Thought within the Church of England, 1660 to 1700. G. R. 
Cragg. Cambridge University Press, 12s.6d. C8. 255 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. 
In its original form this essay was awarded the Archbishop Cranmer prize in the 
University of Cambridge. The author deals with those aspects of religious thought in 
the latter half of the seventeenth century in which changes can be discerned. Although 
many issues are thus necessarily excluded, the field selected is singularly fruitful. The 
early years of the seventeenth century are, as Mr. Cragg observes, remote and un- 
familiar, while by the beginning of the eighteenth century we are on the threshold of 
modern times. It was during the closing years of the seventeenth century that the 
theology of the succeeding century took shape. The questions raised in the Restoration 
era—the place of reason, the character of morality, the limits of authority—are indeed 
the very questions that are hotly debated in our own day. Beginning with the eclipse 
of Calvinism, Mr. Cragg gives us a critical survey of the Cambridge Platonists, the 
Latitudinarians, the impact of the new science, the religious significance of John Locke, 
the rise of deism, the Church and the civil power, and finally the triumph of toleration. 
The author is well versed in the literature of the period and his book will be welcomed 
both by the student and the general reader. A useful bibliography is appended. 
(283.4206) 
THE GREEKS AND THEIR GODS. W. K. C. Guthrie. Methuen, 21s. D8. 
404 pages. References. Index. Index of Greek words. 
The author, Fellow of Peterhouse, Reader in Classics and Public Orator in the 
University of Cambridge, first made his name as an authority on Greek religion with 
his book Orpheus and Greek Religion (1935). The present volume is not intended pri- 
marily for specialists but for those who enjoy Greek literature, permeated as it is by 
religion. A useful survey of the history of scholarship in this field of study is followed 
by a discussion of the chief gods of the Greek pantheon. Everywhere Mr. Guthrie finds 
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that dualism, so characteristic of Greek culture, the blend of the Indo-European with 
the native Aegean. In religion this manifests itself in the contrast between the Olym- 
pians of the bright sky and the Chthonians dwelling beneath the earth. The attitude of 
the Greek to the two types of god was fundamentally different. The Olympians were 
aloof and powerful. With them submission was the only course for man. There was no 
such gulf between man and the Chthonians. Man could ‘put on the god’ by partaking 
of him in a sacramental meal and thereby have hope of immortality. It is in the co- 
existence of these two types of religion that the author finds the explanation of the 
paradox that in Greek literature man is conjured to ‘think mortal thoughts’ and yet 
elsewhere exhorted ‘to make himself as immortal as he can’. He finds, too, that 
Homer, the bible of the Greeks, constitutes a break in the continuity of Greek religious 
tradition, which later returns to a type of belief and cult prevailing in Greece at an 
earlier epoch. The book concludes with the discussion of religion in the philosophical 
systems of Plato and Aristotle. It is to be warmly recommended as a most interesting 
introduction to its subject. (292) 


SOCIAL SCIENCES 
Sociology 
THE ANATOMY OF VILLAINY. Nigel Balchin. Collins, 12s.6d. D8. 
256 pages. 8 plates. 
Mr. Balchin is a talented novelist. In this company of villians he assembles Judas 
Iscariot (traitor), Richard III (tyrant), Guy Fawkes (conspirator), Matthew Hopkins 
(informer), Titus Oates (liar), Judge Jeffreys (unjust judge), Francis Charteris (rake), 
Robespierre (revolutionary), Richard Parker (agitator), The Marquis de Sade (per- 
vert), Douglas Home (charlatan), Joseph Smith (criminal), Rasputin (court favourite). 
He examincs these men and the age in which they lived, of which he often finds them 
representative. In a final anatomy of villainy he shows how the commonly bad man 
becomes exalted into the uncommonly great villain, how there is always a need for a 
scapegoat to bear the sins of the people. The studies are not historical assessments and 
contain no new material, but they are lively, popular analyses of villainy in history. 
(301.15) 
WHITAKER’S ALMANACK, 1951. 83rd annual volume. Whitaker. Library 
edition, leather bound, with coloured maps, 25s.; Complete edition, cloth 
bound, 12s.6d.; Shorter edition, paper bound, 7s.6d. C8. 1,179 : 1,179 : 
699 pages. Tables. Index. 


The latest edition of this important reference book contains information concerning all 
countries of the world, and the United Nations and subsidiary organizations. The 
different sections deal exhaustively with such items as area and population of each 
country, constitution, education, finance, production and industry, and communica- 
tions. The arrangement is as for previous years. The shorter edition omits the detailed 
surveys of the various countries and the miscellaneous information in science, literature, 
drama and films, the legal notes and tide and other tables, which are contained in the 
full editions. (305.9) 


REPORT OF THE INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON SOCIAL 
AND ECONOMIC RESEARCH. H.M. Stationery Office, 6d. sR8. 17 pages. 
Paper bound. (Command Paper 8091) 


The committee, which last reported in 1948, was appointed to survey and advise upon 
research work in government departments, particularly in relation to the value for 
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research purposes of the material collected in the various departments and the ways in 
which it could be made available to research workers. This report carries the account of 
the committee’s work to July 1950, and deals among other matters with the research 
material in the Ministry of Education and the Board of Trade. (307.2) 


Demography 

DEMOGRAPHY. Peter R. Cox. Cambridge University Press for the Institute of 
Actuaries and the Faculty of Actuaries, 20s. D8. 338 pages. 8 figures. Tables. 
Bibliographies. Appendices. Index. 

This work, by a Fellow of the Institute of Actuaries, is intended for those who are 

concerned with population statistics. It describes the general principles and methods. 

In particular it warns of the difficulties and dangers involved in the interpretation of the 

statistical data and in making estimates applicable to future years, emphasizing that the 

chief aims of demographers should be to provide a proper and unbiased interpretation 

and to prevent wrong conclusions from being drawn by others. The illustrative data 

are drawn mainly from the population statistics of England and Wales. (312) 


Colonial Administration 
PRINCIPLES AND METHODS OF COLONIAL ADMINISTRATION. 
Colston Papers based on a Symposium promoted by the Colston Research 
Society and the University of Bristol in April, 1950. Butterworth, 30s. C4. 
260 pages. (Colston Papers, Vol. III) 
The first six papers in this volume deal with the historical background of the colonial 
question. E. W. Evans, of the University of Bristol, deals with ‘Principles and Methods 
of Administration in the British Colonial Empire’; E. Revert, G. Malengreau and 
others write of the colonial policies of France, Belgium, Holland and Portugal. For the 
rest, the papers are concerned with problems common to all non-autonomous terri- 
tories, including ‘The Role of the Anthropologist in Non-Autonomous Territories’, 
by L. P. Mair, ‘Le Développement Economique des Territoires Non Autonomes’, by 
Jacques Landry, and ‘Educational Problems in Non-Autonomous Territories’, by 
Margaret Read. French and English were the official languages and contributions are 
printed as delivered, with a summary in the alternative language. The discussion 
following each paper is summarized in English. This publication is of considerable 
value to students of the subject. A useful appendix gives a select list of institutions, 
Government and University Departments, and journals in the countries concerned 
with colonial affairs. (325.315) 


Foreign Relations 
THE RISE OF RUSSIA IN ASIA. David J. Dallin. Hollis & Carter, 18s. C8. 
304 pages. 9 maps. Bibliography. Index. 

This book complements the author’s Soviet Russia and the Far East (1949) and the two 
books form a survey of Russian policy towards her Eastern neighbours. The earlier 
work dealt with the period from 1931. This volume covers the history of the expansion 
into Mongolia, Sinkiang, China, Manchuria and Korea from the middle of the last 
century down to 1931. It shows how firmly Russia has held to an expansionist policy 
in this zone, both under Tsarist and under Soviet regimes. Dr. Dallin gives details of 
this empire-building; at first it was in practically unoccupied territory, but later it 
caused trouble, beginning with the attempts to detach Mongolia and Manchuria from 
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China. Opposition grew from the British, the Americans and the Japanese, but the 
author makes the point that it was the first two who were regarded as the chief adver- 
saries by St. Petersburg. The two works form an objective and readable summary of 
Russia’s Far Eastern activities and the only account available in English. The biblio- 
graphy is a list of sources and readings; it contains unfamiliar material. The maps have 
no scales and are hardly adequate. (327.47) 


Economics 
KEYNES’S “GENERAL THEORY’. A Retrospective View. A. C. Pigou. 
Macmillan, 6s. C8. 77 pages. 

Professor Pigou delivered the two lectures printed here at the request of the Special 
Board for Economics and Politics of Cambridge University for students in the Faculty. 
The book, intended for readers with a knowledge of economics, sets out the main 
purpose of J. M. Keynes's General Theory of Employment, Interest and Money and attempts 
to appraise its real significance. (330.1) 


THE STUDY OF PRICES AND THE VALUE OF MONEY. E. Victor 

Morgan. George Philip for The Historical Association, 2s.6d. sC8. 27 pages. 

2 charts. Tables. Bibliography. Paper bound. (Helps for Students of History) 
The author, who is Professor of Economics in the University College of Swansea, 
points out that the history of prices includes much more than merely trying to deter- 
mine changes in the value of money; price changes reflect changes in economic 
conditions, and themselves provide a powerful stimulus to further change. He describes 
the various publications which between them set out the course of English prices from 
the thirteenth century to modern times, and gives charts of the prices of wheat from 
1260 to 1800 and of wholesale prices from 1780 to 1914. (332.413) 


Production 

PLANNING IN PRACTICE. Essays in Aircraft Planning in War-time. Ely 

Devons. Cambridge University Press, 15s. D8. 239 pages. Appendix. Index. 
This book explains how the British Ministry of Aircraft Production actually planned 
aircraft production during the Second World War. It does not attempt to be a history 
of the Ministry but is confined to an explanation of its planning activities as a system; 
each chapter or essay analyses the same activities, but from a different point of view. 
The author covers the aircraft programme, the assessment of productive capacity, the 
supply of components, engines and labour, and he offers some valuable criticisms and 
judgments. (338.92476291334) 


Law 
NATURAL LAw. An Introduction to Legal Philosophy. A. P. d’Entréves. 
Hutchinson, 7s.6d. C8. 128 pages. Index. (Hutchinson’s University Library) 
A study of the idea of natural law in the development of western European thought. 
The first three chapters are historical and deal with the influence of natural law on 
Roman law, its place in western political theory and its role in the modern world. The 
author then attempts to assess the general value of the conception in the fields of ethics, 
politics and jurisprudence, and its relevance at the present time. The author is Serena 
Professor of Italian Studies in the University of Oxford and was formerly Professor of 
International Law in the University of Turin. (340.1) 
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CONSTITUTIONAL LAW. An Outline of the Law and Practice of the 
Constitution, including Central and Local Government and the Constitu- 
tional Relations of the British Commonwealth and Empire. E. C. $. Wade 
and G. G. Phillips. 4th edition. Longmans, Green, 35s. M8. 564 pages. 
Tables. Index. 

Anew edition of a standard text-book which last appeared in 1946. Since then, the main 

statutory changes affecting constitutional law have been the enactment of the Crown 

Proceedings Act, 1947, of the British Nationality Act, 1948, and of the Parliament Act, 

1949. In addition, there have been developments in connection with the national 

corporations and in administrative law generally, as well as substantial progress to- 

wards self-government in many colonies. This edition has been prepared by Dr. Wade, 
who is Downing Professor of the Laws of England in the University of Cambridge. 
(342.42) 

A DIGEST OF THE CRIMINAL LAW (INDICTABLE OFFENCES). Sir 
James Fitzjames Stephen. 9th edition by L. F. Sturge. Sweet & Maxwell, 
45s. D8. 627 pages. Tables. Index. 

This book gives a clear statement of the English criminal law relating to more impor- 

tant offences. These are those triable on indictment before a jury, after committal for 

trial, as contrasted with less important offences which can be dealt with by magis- 

trates summarily. English criminal law has recently been er er by the passing of a 

major statute—the Criminal Justice Act, nos. [his abolished penal servitude and 

whipping and radically altere -d the system of probation besides making many other 
changes. There are five main sections in the book dealing with: offences against public 
ouder: abuses and obstructions of public authority; acts injurious to the public in 
general; offences against the person; and offences against rights of property and rights 
arising out of contracts. The editor of this edition is a barrister-at-law. (343.0942) 


NEGLIGENCE IN THE CIVIL LAW. Introduction and Select Texts by 
F. H. Lawson. Oxford ruta Press, 25s. D8. 358 pages. Index. 
This book is a valuable contribution to the English literature on comparative law. It 
deals with the law of negligence, a part of the law of torts, which branch of law has 
been less affected by statutory changes than most aspects of private law. The author, 
who is Professor of Comparative Law in the U niversity ¢ of Oxford, has brought 
together sources illustrating the law of negligence in several systems of law. After an 
introduction showing the scope of the Lex Aquilia in Roman law and medieval and 
modern developments therefrom, there follows the text, with translation and com- 
mentary, of the Digest title on the Lex Aquilia and other Roman law texts, followed by 
extracts from modern foreign codes and examples of French case law. Lastly, there 
are given certain statutes of Canadian provinces showing some of the most advanced 
developments in the law of motor accidents. English statutes and cases are not included. 
Extracts in French are given in the original; passages from other languages are trans- 
lated into English. (347-5) 


THE LAW OF TRusTS. A Statement of the Rules of Law and Equity 
applicable to Trusts of Real and Personal Property. G. W. Keeton. sth 
edition. Pitman, 30s. R8. 534 pages. Tables. Index. 


A work useful primarily for students but of interest to practising lawyers as well. 
There are three main sections: the formation of a trust, the administration of a trust, 
and breach of trust. The work first appeared in 1934. Dr. Keeton is a barrister-at-law 
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and Professor of English Law and Dean of the Faculty of Law at University College, 
London. (347-7) 


THE ASSIGNMENT OF CHOSES IN ACTION. O.R. Marshall. Pitman, 30s. 
R8. 240 pages. Tables. Index. 
This is a work dealing for the first time in a single volume with a difficult subject in 
English law, the full scope of which it has hitherto been necessary to look for in books 
on contract, personal property and equity. A chose in action is a recognized legal 
expression to describe ‘all personal rights of property which can only be claimed or 
enforced by action and not by taking physical possession’. By assignment the assignee 
acquires rights similar to those of the assignor and is put in the same position with 
reference to those rights as that in which the assignor stood at the time of the assign- 
ment. There are chapters dealing with the nature of a chose in action, the nature and 
history of assignments, consideration and equitable assignments of legal choses in 
action, and assignments under the Law of Property Act, 1925, and in equity. Dr. 
Marshall is a barrister-at-law and Sub-Dean of the Faculty of Laws and Lecturer in 
Law at University College, London. (347-7) 


Organization: Post Office 

POST OFFICE, 1950. A Review of the Year’s Activities. General Post 
Office. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. sC4. 96 pages. Illustrations. Diagrams. 
Paper bound. 

This is the first issue of a popular account of the many varied and interesting activities 

of the Post Office in the form of a year-book. It covers engineering research,inland and 

overseas telecommunications, inland and overseas posts, personnel, Post Office Savings 

services, supplies and maintenance. It is simply and clearly written for the man in the 

street who will also appreciate the innumerable illustrations dealing with many aspects 

of the work of the Post Office. (354.424) 


Military and Naval Science 
SURGEONS TWOE AND A BARBER. Being Some Account of the Life and 
Work of the Indian Medical Service (1600-1947). Donald McDonald. 
Foreword by Lieut.-General Sir Bennett Hance. Heinemann, 42s. C4. 
314 pages. 21 plates. Appendices (including bibliography). Index. 
The Indian Medical Service may be said to have originated with the sailing of the first 
fleet of the East India Company in 1600 when each ship carried the “Surgeons twoe 
and a Barber’ of the book’s title. In the eighteenth century the East India Company 
organized the doctors serving in the three presidencies of Bengal, Madras and Bombay 
in a regular Medical Service. Gradually the service grew, under the Company and under 
the Crown, achieving notable work in peace and war, but in 1947 with the transfer of 
power to the Dominions of India and Pakistan, it ceased to exist. Though the primary 
concern in modern times has been the care of the civil and military services of the 
Crown in India, its research work into malaria and other tropical diseases has been of 
immense general benefit and its educational work and example has made possible the 
growth of the medical profession in India. Lieut.-Colonel McDonald, in outlining the 
fascinating history of the Service, has drawn from the mass of material collected by 
the late D. C. Crawford, who published a history of the I.M.S. in 1914, but he has 
added some fresh information and continued the history to 1947. Lieut-Colonel C. A. 
Bozman contributes a chapter in which he discusses the colossal nature of the task 
of Indian Civil Health administration; his comments are of particular interest. The 
illustrations consist largely of portraits of leading members of the Service. (355.720954) 
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JANES FIGHTING SHIPS, 1950-1951. Edited by Raymond V. B. 
Blackburn. Sampson Low, 63s. Ob.Ffol. 586 pages. Over 3,000 illustra- 
tions. Index. 


As in previous years this annual publication includes photographs, silhouettes and all 
available construction details of the world’s fleets, together with notes and illustrations 
of some of the flags and uniforms. The form in presenting these facts has been revised 
and leads to easier reference and comparison. This edition marks the coming-of-age of 
the aircraft carrier as far as ‘Fighting Ships’ is concerned. Hitherto, battleships have had 
pride of place, but this year carriers precede them in the order of categories, and this 
change is justified by their numerical superiority in the two major fleets of the world. 
Among the new navies which appear this year are those of Indonesia, Israel and South 
Korea, and the Thailand (Siam) section has been expanded and entirely revised. 
(359.058) 
Penal Institutions 
PRISONS AND BORSTALS. Statement of Policy and Practice in the 
Administration of Prisons and Borstal Institutions in England and Wales. 
Home Office. Revised edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. sR8. 78 pages. 
16 photographs. Tables. 2 appendices. Paper bound. 
This second edition of a publication which first appeared in 1945 takes into account 
the important changes in prison administration and the new forms of treatment 
brought about by the Criminal Justice Act, 1948. Chapters deal with the classification, 
training and treatment of convicted prisoners, including special classes of prisoners, 
persistent offenders, and young prisoners; medical services and physical welfare; the 
after-care of prisoners; Borstal training; and administration and staff. The appendices 
consist of a classified list of Prisons and Borstals, and particulars of the legal conditions 
of eligibility for corrective training and preventive detention. (365.942) 
Education 
GLAUCON. An Enquiry into the Aims of Education. M. V. C. Jeffreys. 
Pitman, 12s.6d. D8. 183 pages. Index. 


So much has been written in recent years on new classroom methods and teaching 
techniques that insufficient attention may be given to the ultimate aims that these are 
intended to serve. This deeply sincere and thoughtful book by the Professor of Educa- 
tion in the University of Birmingham examines and restates the aims of education in 
their relation to our contemporary world. The value of human personality is shown to 
be all important, and the essential purpose of education is therefore found to be the 
nurture of personal growth in its relation to freedom and community. The book is in 
two parts, the second of which assumes Christian belief while the first does not. The 
empirical inc juiry into the nature and purpose of education in relation to history and 
society made in Part I does not go beyond the assumptions of secular thinking. The 
aim of Part II is to show how far a Christian philosophy completes and justifies the 
intimations of the earlier inquiry. (370.1) 


‘ ° >.9 

THE DIOCESAN COLLEGE, RONDBOSCH. A Century of ‘Bishop’s’. 

Donald McIntyre. Juta (Cape Town, South Africa), 28s. M8. 143 pages. 
Frontispiece (coloured). Illustrations. Facsimiles. Appendix. Index. 


‘Bishop’s’, the leading boys’ school in South Africa, was founded by Bishop Grey in 
1849. In this centenary volume the author, an Old Diocesan, traces the history of the 
school from contemporary documents, and illustrates it with many photographs and 
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reproductions of prints, some coloured. Chapters are devoted to members of the 
school who have become prominent in all walks of life in South Africa, and to the 
growth of the school buildings, and there is an important sidelight on the experimental 
Rhodes Scholarships which were first introduced at this school in 1901. An appendix 
contains a list of Rhodes Scholars and Internationals, and there is an exhaustive index. 
(373.687) 

HERE, MY SON. AnAccount of the Independent and Other Corporate Boys’ 
Schools of Australia. C. E. W. Bean. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 

21s. D8. 257 pages. Illustrations. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 

Dr. Bean, the official war historian of World War I and a distinguished writer, has 
compiled the first systematic account of the independent and other corporate boys’ 
schools of Australia. Much of the information has been supplied for him by members of 
the Headmasters’ Conference. The book is divided roughly into two parts. The first 
deals with the historical development of the high schools and what Englishmen call 
‘public’ schools. The second part discusses the various aspects of these schools such as 
the influence of the English public school system on Australian development; the role 
played by religious education and by the personality of staff and headmasters; the 
question of curriculum and extra-school activities, especially games and hobbies; and 
the part played by the old boys of these schools in the two World Wars. There are 
seven appendices giving extra facts and figures and the up-to-date photographs cover 
most schools under discussion. : (373-94) 


Commercial Geography 
LONDON ESSAYS IN GEOGRAPHY. Rodwell Jones Memorial Volume. 
Edited by L. Dudley Stamp and S. W. Wooldridge. London School of 
Economics and Political Science (University of London): Longmans, Green, 25s. 
IM8. 365 pages. 72 text figures. Tables. Appendix. Index. 
Professor Rodwell Jones, to whose memory this volume is dedicated, was Professor of 
Geography at the London School of Economics from 1925 to 1945; during his tenure 
he did much to establish and develop the Honours School of Geography. The seven- 
teen essays are by former colleagues and students in the Joint School of Geography at 
King’s College and the L.S.E., and reflect the dual approach to the subject charac- 
teristic of that School. Several deal with the contribution which geography can make 
to the physical planning of the country, or trace for particular regions developments in 
the utilization of natural resources and in communications. This tendency to statistical 
or historical discussion is balanced by papers stressing the importance to geography of a 
systematic study of land forms as constituents of the landscape. But perhaps the most 
stimulating essay is that in which Dr. Kimble challenges the status of the regional 
concept—the foundation of much geographical teaching in Britain. He makes an 
interesting point, and one worth further investigation, when he suggests that the idea 
of the region is a product of conditions in Western Europe, and may not be valid 
elsewhere. (380.9) 


Communication: Railways 

PERMANENT WAY: THE STORY OF THE KENYA AND UGANDA 
RAILWAY. M. F. Hill. East African Railways and Harbours (Nairobi, Kenya), 
25s. C8. 582 pages. 19 photographs. 2 maps. Index. 


This book is subtitled “The Official History of the Development of the Transport Sys- 
tem in Uganda’, but though it touches on ports and inland waterways, its main interest 
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lies in the account of railway transport. In 1895 the building of a railway from the 
Indian Ocean to Lake Victoria was initiated and the significance of this in the develop- 
ment of British East Africa has been tremendous. The author has throughout related 
the history of the Railway to the history of British East Africa, and has atte mpted to 
bring out contemporary reaction to it by quotations from writings and speeches 
of the time. The material used has been almost entirely limited to that available in 
Africa, but has proved more than sufficient to furnish a detailed account of fifty-three 
years of most varied activity. The book, which was printed in England, is splendidly 
produced. (385.09676) 


PHILOLOGY 


OUR LANGUAGE. Simeon Potter. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 208 pages. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. (Pelican Books) 
The author is Bains Professor of English in the University of Liverpool. This popular 
study of the English language outlines the main elements in its historical development 
from Indo-European to Modern English, showing the special contributions made by 
the Anglo-Saxons, the Vikings and the Normans, as well as the influence of the 
Christian missionaries from Rome, the revival of learning in the fifteenth century, and 
the pressure of modern journalism. There are chapters on sounds and spelling, on 
word creation, and on grammatical structure. Under the heading ‘Authority and 
Usage’ information is given on some of the chief reference books and on the functions 
of the linguistic societies. The influence of slang and dialect is discussed and there is an 
attractive chapter on names of persons and places. For those whose interest in the sub- 
ject has been aroused, there are useful lists of references for further reading, compiled 
in relation to cach chapter. (420.9) 


THE PRONUNCIATION OF ENGLISH. Daniel Jones. 3rd edition, revised 
and enlarged. Cambridge University Press, 10s.6d. 1C8. 227 pages. Frontis- 
piece. 43 figures. Appendix. 

The first edition of this elementary manual of phonetics, dealing particularly with the 

pronunciation of the English language, appeared in 1909. The author, Professor 

Emeritus of Phonetics in the University of London, has over 42 years of experience in 

teaching this subject, and has found it necessary to alter and enlarge his original work. 

In his preface to the new edition he says that ‘improved methods of description and 

explanation are employed, new facts have been collected, the forms of transcription 

have been adjusted on the lines suggested by the theory of phonemes, many new 

diagrams have been added and some old ones have been improved upon. Finally, a 

new attitude has been adopted in regard to the much discussed question of standard 

pronunciation.’ Eighteen phonetic texts are included, among them being examples of 

Scottish, American, London dialect, and Elizabethan pronunciation. (421.5) 


GOOD ENGLISH: HOW TO WRITE IT.G. H. Vallins. Pan Books, 2s. sC8. 
256 pages. Index. Paper bound. 

Mr. Vallins maintains that the difficulties encountered in writing good English can be 

overcome if the structure of the sentence is understood. He shows, for example, that a 

consideration of the essential Subject-Predicate relation of the simple sentence brings 

out the necessity for the agreement of subject and verb; that the various forms of 

predicate call attention to complement, object, transitive and intransitive verbs, and 
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the principal parts of verbs. The development of the simple sentence discovers the 
function and position of adjective and adverb, and phrases held to the main structure 
by prepositions. The joining of sentences shows the use of the relative pronoun and the 
conjunction and, above all, emphasizes that however complicated a sentence may be 
its parts exhibit the same simple relationships appearing in the Subject-Predicate 
relation. There is a chapter on punctuation based on these same principles of syntactical 
relation. Considerable attention is given to the correct use of words, to spelling and to 
letter writing since this means everyday writing for most people. Two sections consist 
of examples of faulty English taken from contemporary writing. These the reader is 
invited to consider and to check his findings with the solutions at the end of the book. 
This is a practical, unconventional little book that cannot fail to be of use to very many 
readers. (425) 


PURE SCIENCE 


Mathematics 


THE SLIDE RULE IN THEORY AND PRACTICE. G. P. Rawlings. Percival 
Marshall, 9s.6d. sC8. 135 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. 
A primer for the operation of the ordinary type of slide-rule that has full and half 
length scales, and trigonometric scales on the reverse of slide. Principles are explained 
by going through the use of ordinary logarithmic tables. For those who like this 
approach the book is well suited, containing numerous photographic illustrations of 
slide and curson settings, also four-figure tables and numerous examples. Nothing 
beyond common arithmetic is touched, and auxiliary graduations log-log, inverted, 
and shifted (F) scales are not mentioned, probably wisely. In figure 18, point E is 
misplotted. (510.78) 


Calculus 
OPERATIONAL CALCULUS BASED ON THE TWO-SIDED LAPLACE 
INTEGRAL. Balth van der Pol and H. Bremmer. Cambridge University 
Press, 55s. R8. 428 pages. 97 diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 
Dr. van der Pol is director of the International Radio Consultative Committec, and 
was formerly Professor of Theoretical Electrotechnics at Delft, and Director of Radio 
Research for the firm of Philips of Eindhoven; Dr. Bremmer is a research worker 
in the Philips Laboratories. The operational calculus, brought into prominence 
by Oliver Heaviside, has developed into a large and important field of study; 
in recent years there has been an increasing tendency to base this calculus on a study of 
the Laplace integral, taken over a range from zcro to infinity. A slightly different 
formulation is employed in the present book, the integral being taken from minus 
infinity to plus infinity, a change suggested by van der Pol in recent papers presented to 
the Royal Netherlands Academy. This alters the ‘dictionary’ of the Laplace language, 
but simplifies, in the authors’ view, its ‘grammar’. The book is essentially one for the 
user of the Laplace technique. Numerous applications, from many fields of mathe- 
matics and physics, are worked in detail and with mathematical precision; naturally 
there is a strong flavour of electrotechnics. To economize space, some of the funda- 
mental theorems of the subject are merely quoted, precise references being given to 
standard texts. The broad outlook, the variety of application, and the emphasis on 
the power of the Laplace transform as a means of discovery should give great value to 
this new book. (517.7) 
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Physics 

PROGRESS IN NUCLEAR PHYSICS, 1. Edited by O. R. Frisch. Butterworth- 
Springer, 45s. IR8. 232 pages. Charts. Tables. Diagrams. Indexes. (Progress 
Series) 

A symposium of self-contained articles on non-overlapping aspects of nuclear physics, 

written by experts in their respective fields. On instrument development there are 

chapters about cyclotrons, D.C. generators, and electronic circuits for detection; on 

theory, about beta-decay, the Sziland-Chalmers process; on experimental techniques, 

about photographic emulsion techniques, beta- and gamma-ray spectroscopy, and 

scattering of neutrons by crystals. Each article has its own references, whilst subject 

and name indexes cover the whole volume. ($39.1) 


Chemistry 
TEXTBOOK OF QUANTITATIVE INORGANIC ANALYSIS. I. M. Kolthoff 
and E. B. Sandell. 1st English, revised, edition. Macmillan, 30s. D8. 
811 pages. Charts. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Indexes. 
A reprint of an American publication of 1943; its age, however, does not detract from 
its value as an introductory text-book. A hundred pages are devoted to practical 
laboratory technique and to the interpretation of results. The student who learns the 
lessons of this section will make the most of the remainder of this thorough survey of 
analytical methods. The book is about equally divided between gravimetric and 
volumetric methods, and provides an introduction to some of the newer physical 
methods. There are just enough references to encourage the student to consult original 
literature. Author and subject indexes are adequate, and there is a useful bibliography. 
Printing and presentation are good, the diagrams particularly so. (546) 
SYSTEMATI¢ ORGANIC CHEMISTRY: MODERN METHODS OF PRE- 
PARATION AND_ ESTIMATION. William M. Cumming, I. Vance 
Hopper and T. Sherlock Wheeler. 4th edition, revised. Constable, 37s.6d. 
D8. 584 pages. 71 figures in text. Index. 
Books of elementary organic preparations cannot be made colourful or exciting and 
other merits must be sought in them. This new edition of a well-known work goes a 
long way to justify its subtitle “Modern methods of preparation and estimation’. 
Modern micro-methods are given for quantitative analysis and there are new sections 
on ozonalysis, hydrogenation, chromatography, etc. The practical instruction sections 
are clean and realistic; for example, the section on autoclaves goes into essential detail 
on how to close an autoclave. If the book sometimes gives the impression of being a 
compilation of laboratory instruction sheets, they are, nevertheless, very good instruc- 
tions. The diagrams are clear. In a new edition perhaps the references which are given 
to encourage the student to consult original literature could be given in a modem, 
consistent form. (547) 


Meteorology 

THE METEOROLOGICAL GLOSSARY. Air Ministry: Meteorological 
Office. Reprint. H.M. Stationery Office, 8s.6d. sR8. 254 pages. 6 plates. 
33 figures. 

This is a reprint of the third (1939) edition incorporating Ameridment Lists Nos. 1-4. 

The book, containing information in explanation of technical meteorological terms, 

is encyclopaedic in character—the entries ranging from a few lines to several pages— 

and constitutes a valuable reference work. (551.503) 
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Prehistoric Archaeology Ethnology 
FOOTSTEPS IN CIVILIZATION. F. Kingdon-Ward. Jonathan Cape, 12s.6d. 
IC8. 240 pages. Line drawings by Erna Pinner. Chronological chart. 

This is the ‘history’ (mostly prehistory) of mankind in terms of basic discoveries and 
inventions. The author’s chief qualification for writing it is his long experience of 
tribal customs and manners in the remoter parts of Asia. The book is readable, even 
racy in parts, as a whole well conceived and attractively illustrated. Two chapters are 
devoted to the fascinating if insoluble problem of how man discovered fire. There are 
chapters dealing with the domestication of plants and animals; the invention of 
machines; the discovery of power; the history of raw materials; the invention of 
writing; the discovery of time, and all through there is an attempt at synthesis. The 
book is marred by several unfortunate errors, mainly in regard to chronology. For 
instance, Peking Man was earlier than Neanderthal Man, not contemporary, and the 
Neanderthal Man became extinct long before the Neolithic. (571) 


AFRICAN SYSTEMS OF KINSHIP AND MARRIAGE. Edited by A. R. 
Radcliffe-Brown and Daryll Forde. Oxford University Press, 35s. M8. 
399 pages. 23 diagrams. Index. 

This volume is the outcome of a research project undertaken by the International 

African Institute in collaboration with Unesco. The study of the pattern of kinship 

organization is fundamental to an understanding of any aspect of the social life of 

African peoples and is therefore of great importance not only to the sociologist but to 

the practical administrator. This survey consists of nine separate studies of selected 

areas, covering the chief varieties of kinship organization in trans-Saharan Africa, 
preceded by a long and valuable general introduction to the subject by Professor 

Radcliffe-Brown. (572.96) 


Natural History 
NATURE INTERLUDE. Compiled by E. F. Linssen. Foreword by Brian 
Vesey-Fitzgerald. Williams & Norgate, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 256 pages. Index. 
Subtitled “A Book of Natural History Quotations’, this can be regarded as either a 
source book for the writer on Natural History or allied subjects, or an anthology of 
the same field. As in all such works, the reader already well informed in the subject 
will miss some favourite items, but the wealth of material which the compiler has 
gathered more than makes up for the inevitable omissions. The book is divided into 
three parts, dealing with the animal and vegetable kingdoms and general natural 
history, respectively, and it is perhaps this wideness of its scope which prevents fuller 
attention being paid to some of the sections. (574) 


Botany 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE PRINCIPLES OF PLANT PHYSIOLOGY. 
Walter Stiles. 2nd, revised, edition. Methuen, 60s. R8. 712 pages. 5 plates. 
$8 diagrams. Tables. Bibliography. Index. 

This new edition of an already well-known text-book for University students covers 

the whole field of the physiology of plants. New matter introduced includes the most 

important advances made since the work originally appeared (1936), and several 

sections have been rewritten. For example, much recent work on the control of plant 

growth by hormones, on the absorption of mineral foods, and on the action of 
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enzymes has been included. His teaching experience in the University of Birmingham 
has given Professor Stiles an insight into the needs of students, and his own work on 
the salt relations of tissues is proof of his authority in this field. (581.1) 


INDIGENOUS TREES OF THE CAPE PENINSULA. M. Whiting Spilhaus. 
Juta (Cape Town, South Africa), 15s. L.Post 8. 131 pages. Frontispiece. 
51 photographs. Bibliography. 

Few evidences remain of the indigenous forests referred to by early visitors to the 

Cape, and many new species of trees have since been introduced. The object of the 

writer, who is an enthusiastic amateur botanist, is to provide a popular handbook on 

such trees as Cape Holly, Assegai, Ironwood, Silver-tree and Mclkhout, with an easy 
means of identification and some useful remarks on their characteristics and uses. 

Twenty-five trees are described, with excellent photographs by Dennis Wright. There 

is a short appendix on the South African ox-wagon and the woods from which it was 

made. The late General Smuts contributes an introduction. (582.1609687) 


THE ALOES OF SOUTH AFRICA. G. W. Reynolds. The Trustees, Aloes of 
South Africa Book Fund (P.O. Box 2097, Johannesburg, South Africa), 73s.6d. 
$44 pages. 77 coloured plates and $71 text illustrations. Bibliographical 
notes. Glossary. Index. 


After spending twenty years in tracking down every discoverable species and variation 
of aloe in South Africa south of the Limpopo, Mr. Reynolds has written what will 
long remain the classic work on this subject. The first part of the book comprises an 
exhaustive review of the work of all the early collectors and travellers who mentioned 
the aloe, and includes valuable bibliographical notes and many facsimiles of title-pages. 
Part Two contains full and accurate botanical descriptions of 112 species, the locations 
of which have in many cases been unidentified hitherto. This part of the book is 
illustrated with a series of excellent colour photogr: aphs taken by the author. A table of 
flowering times is included and there is an index of pre-Linnean epithets, aloe species 
and personal names. The late General Smuts has contributed a foreword. The work is 
well produced and printed. (584.320968) 


PROBLEMS OF CYTOLOGY AND EVOLUTION IN THE PTERIDOPHYTA. 
1. Manton. Cambridge University Press, 45s. C4. 328 pages. Frontispiece. 
279 figures. 4 appendices. Bibliography. Index. 


Professor Manton points out that Darwin and his nineteenth-century successors, 
thinking that the variation of species proceeded from one evolutionary mechanism, 
formulated generalized theories of evolution. Since there are, however, many pro- 
cesses of variation, with different causes and effects, the evolutionist today must 
discover the characteristics, differences and cumulative effects of many types of evolu- 
tionary activity, before stating a generalized theory. The author shows how genetics 
and cytology have helped the scientist in this work, and explains the methods and 
technical terms involved. The present book presents the results of many years of such 
experimental work by assembling, for the first time, material for comparing the 
evolutionary processes revealed by cytology in an ancient group of plants (the Pteri- 
dophyta) and a modern group (the Cruciferae). Reasons are given for the choice of 
the groups, and the British Pteridophyta are examined cytologically to ascertain 
whether the evolutionary mechanism shown operating in the Cruciferae have played 

any part in species formation in the Pteridophyta. The author finally examines whether 
the predictions f rom data obtained from ra Cruciferae can be confirmed or extended 
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by comparison with the Pteridophyta. Appendices are given on cytological and 
photographic technique and on the chromosome numbers of the Pteridophyta. The 
photographs and sketches closely illustrate the text. No botanist can afford to overlook 
this admirable book, and the scientifically minded reader will find much to wonder at 
in its style, matter and production. The author is Professor of Botany in the University 
of Leeds. (587) 


SEAWEEDS AND THEIR USES. V. J. Chapman. Methuen, 25s. D8. 
294 pages. 20 plates. 52 figures. Bibliography. Index. 
The search for new raw materials, now more intense than ever, has drawn attention 
to seaweeds in many parts of the world. This book, by the Professor of Botany, 
University College, Auckland, New Zealand, is mainly a historical review and pays 
much attention to early work, the author having intended to publish in 1946 at 
which time the results of wartime work in Britain and America were not available 
to him. The addition of a short chapter headed ‘Addendum’ does not do a great 
deal to bring the review up to date. The book is divided into three main sections: the 
first provides the geographical and historical background; the second deals with 
certain industrial uses of seaweeds; and the third with seaweeds as a source of food 
and for medical and similar purposes. The information as a whole is presented in a 
form which makes it easily digested by the general reader. The very full bibliography 
will be useful to those particularly interested in the subject, although no reference 
is made to the patent literature. Numerous maps and tables are included. (589.3) 


Zoology 
BRITISH WATER BEETLES. Vol. 2. Frank Balfour-Browne. Bernard 
Quaritch for The Ray Society, The British Museum (Natural History), 27s.6d. 
M8. 414 pages. Frontispiece. Illustrations. Maps. Diagrams. Bibliography. 
(Ray Society Series No. 134) 
This is the second and final volume on the Hydradephaga of the British Isles. Whilst 
the major portion of the volume follows the same pattern as the earlier book in dis- 
cussing the distribution of each specics recognized as British, there is also much useful 
discussion on the distinguishing characters between species, on intraspecific variation 
and on ecology. There are also chapters devoted to a discussion of comparative mor- 
phology. The volume, whilst primarily written for the amateur, will be of consider- 
able value to professionals also; it is copiously illustrated with clear line drawings. 
The author is a former Lecturer in entomology at Cambridge University and former 
Professor of Entomology at the Imperial College of Science, London. The study of 
aquatic beetles has been his private hobby since his own student days. (595.762) 


FLAMINGO ciTy. G. K. Yeates. Country Life, 25s. sR8. 210 pages. 6 colour 
and 38 monochrome plates. Map. Appendices. Bibliography. Index. 
The flamingoes of the Camargue provide the title of this fascinating book, but it is in 
fact concerned with a number of the rare and unusual birds which occur in that part 
of the Rhéne delta, now a favourite haunt of ornithologists. Like most modern books 
about birds, this gives a good deal of space to the scientific aspects of its subject; butall 
the time it remains a book as much about the area itself as about its lovely inhabitants. 
Moreover the author has a real gift of conveying to his readers the charm and excite- 
ntent of this area, which is one of the most interesting in the whole of Western Europe, 
for the traveller and archacologist as well as the naturalist. Mr. Yeates is already widely 
known as a writer and photographer of skill and charm, and his book has indeed far 
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more to offer to the general reader than most such works; it will appeal to many 
who are never likely to visit the area itself, and will send many there at the earliest 
opportunity. (598.34) 


USEFUL ARTS AND APPLIED SCIENCE 


THE NOMOGRAM. The Theory and Practical Construction of Computation 
Charts. H. J. Allcock and J. R. Jones. Revised by J. G. L. Michel. 4th 


edition. Pitman, 18s. D8. 248 pages. Tables. Diagrams. Appendix. 
In this fourth edition of a well-established handbook, apart from the correction of 
errors, the revision consists of the amendment of the notation throughout so as to 
agree more nearly with accepted mathematical custom; and the addition of an extra 
chapter between the Intersection and Alignment charts by way of the principles of 
duality. The book can therefore be used not only as a purely practical primer, but also 
as an introduction to more theoretical works. An additional appendix gives a more 
general method for forming the basic determinant than that given in the main text. 
(600.84) 
Exhibitions 
THE GREAT EXHIBITION: 1851. Yvonne ffrench. Harvill Press, 18s. D8. 
302 pages. 9 plates. 22 line illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 
This is an entertaining account of the Great Exhibition whose centenary is now being 
celebrated by the Festival of Britain. Reconstructed from the enormous amount of 
contemporary historical material, both published and unpublished, it provides a 
running commentary on the event from the inception of the idea to its final fruition, so 
that it 1s possible to see the conception of the Exhibition as a progressive whole, and as 
it must have appeared to contemporaries. What distinguishes the book is the tho- 
roughness with which Miss ffrench has examined the papers of the Royal Commission 
and has documented her study. More emphasis is laid upon the exhibits than on the 
Crystal Palace itself and the Exhibition is considered in outline from its philosophical, 
scientific, industrial, cultural and economic aspects. The narrative is neat and vigorous. 
(606) 
Medicine Industrial Hygiene 
TEXTBOOK OF PHYSIOLOGY AND BIOCHEMISTRY. George H. Bell, 
J. Norman Davidson and Harold Scarborough. Livingstone, 45s. sR8. 
928 pages. Plates. Diagrams. References. Index. 
The professors, who are respectively a physiologist, a biochemist and a clinician, colla- 
borate in this text-book, which they intend as a balanced introduction to physiology 
and biochemistry, primarily for medical students, although those studying dentistry, 
veterinary science and pharmacy will find that the book also meets their requirements. 
While the specialist can consider this only as an introduction, enough applied and 
clinical material is included to extend the usefulness of the book into the study of 
clinical medicine. To emphasize the close relationship between biochemistry and 
physiology, the authors aim at treating the two subjects as one, giving cross references 
in the text to interrelated material, and wherever possible explaining the implications 
in clinical medicine. At the end of the chapters the student is introduced by references 
to monographs and more advanced work. The text-book, which is well written and 
copiously and most usefully illustrated with plates ind diagrams, offers a thorough and 
at the same time different presentation of the subject. (612) 
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INDUSTRIAL LUNG DISEASES OF IRON AND STEEL FOUNDRY 
WORKERS. Ministry of Labour and National Service: Factory Depart- 
ment. H.M. Stationery Office, 21s. sR8. 296 pages. 30 plates. Tables. Biblio- 
graphy. Index. 


Dr. A. L. G. McLaughlin, with a team of ten specialists, here presents the most exten- 
sive report so far produced in Great Britain on the health of foundry workers, and 
including for the first time pathological studies. It gives the results of detailed clinical 
and radiological examination of 3,059 workers in ninetcen foundries, in which iron 
castings, or steel castings, or both, are made. An analysis of the relevant records in the 
files of the Factory Department and the Silicosis and Asbestosis Medical Board adds 
greatly to the value of the report, as do also the historical review of literature relating 
to lung diseases among metal workers from the time of Hippocrates, and the illustrated 
description of various foundry processes. There are fifty reproductions of chest 
radiographs, and many microphotographs in this full and well-balanced study. 


(613.63) 


DIBLE AND DAVIE’S PATHOLOGY. An Introduction to Medicine and 
Surgery. 3rd edition by J. Henry Dible. Churchill, 54s. R8. 975 pages. 
Illustrations. Index. 


Five years after the publication of the second edition, the senior author, Professor of 
Pathology in the University of London, has thoroughly revised this text-book based on 
lectures to medical students, rewriting much of it, without materially increasing its 
size, extensively altering large sections, and adding a few new illustrations to an already 
well-illustrated work. In the preface the author gives the assurance that the aim remains 
to consider structural changes and functional alterations together, and to relate effects to 
causes. The arrangement of the book is as follows: the first section on general pathology 
gives first a description of inflammation, then proceeds to vascular disturbances, 
cellular damage and degeneration, disorders of growth and immunity. The second 
section deals with special infections, the third with regional pathology, and the book 
concludes with a section on parasitic diseases. (616) 


VIRUS AND RICKETTSIAL DISEASES. S. P. Bedson, A. W. Downie, F. O. 
MacCallum, C. H. Stuart-Harris. Edward Arnold, 24s. L.Post 8. 391 pages. 
Illustrations. References. 


The authors have succeeded in their aim to provide for the practical physician a read- 
able account of current knowledge of the virus and rickettsial infections of man. 
Clinical descriptions of the various diseases, which can be found in the medical text- 
books, do not provide the salient interest of the work, but rather the nature of the 
viruses and diagnostic methods, and on these aspects of the subject the four contributors 
are authorities. Epidemiology and control are discussed when methods of practical 
value have been developed. A chapter on bacteriophage, which gives an opportunity 
for the study of host-virus relationships, has been included. The book proceeds from 
general considerations, immunity, natural history of virus disease, and chemotherapy, 
to the study of specific diseases, and ends with an appendix on the laboratory diagnosis 
of virus infections. There is a useful list of references at the end of each chapter. The 
first two authors are Professors of Bacteriology, the third Director of the Virus Labo- 
ratory, Central Public Health Laboratory, and the fourth a Professor of Medicine. 
(616.01) 
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OCCUPATIONAL FACTORS IN THE AETIOLOGY OF GASTRIC AND 
DUODENAL ULCERS, with an estimate on the incidence in the General 
Population. Richard Doll and F. Avery Jones, with the assistance of M. M. 
Buckatzsch. H.M. Stationery Office, 2s.6d. sR8. 96 pages. 3 figures. Paper 
bound. (Medical Research Council Special Report Series, No. 276) 

This Report describes a survey carried out by personal interview and examination of 

a large number of workers in various occupational groups. The object of the investiga- 

tion was to determine the prevalence of peptic ulcer in the general population and to 

assess the influence of different occupations and social habits in its occurrence. Many of 
the findings were unexpected and striking differences were observed between gastric 

and duodenal ulcers, most notably in their social class incidence. (616.3) 

Engineering: Mechanical 

ELECTRIC FUSES. H. W. Baxter. Edward Arnold, 21s. D8. 209 pages. 
Frontispiece. Illustrations. Charts. Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

For some twenty years the Electrical Research Association has been carrying on experi- 

mental work on the design of electric fuses and has published the results in the form of 

reports. Some of these have achieved wider publicity in the technical press but, in 
general, they have not been readily available to non-members. The author has been 
working on fuse problems at the laboratories of the Electrical Research Association 
for a number of years and in the present work has collated the information available. 

In the circumstances it is perhaps inevitable that the work should be a little disjointed 

and the author states that the dimensions have been left in the form in which they 

appeared in the original report; this means that they are sometimes in metric and some- 
times in British units. The collection of this information into one volume will un- 
doubtedly prove useful not only to designers, but also to those concerned with testing 

and application. (621.3178) 


ELECTRONICS. P. Parker. Edward Amold, 50s. M8. 1,058 pages. Illustrations. 
Tables. Diagrams. Bibliography. Appendices. Indexes. 
A comprehensive treatise written from the point of view of the physicist and intended 
to provide the background for the circuit specialist and a starting point for the tube 
specialist. It is based on lectures given over the last ten years at the Northampton 
Polytechnic, London (where the author is Senior Lecturer in Physics), to engineers 
and graduate physicists. The standard of the book is roughly that which may be ex- 
pected of the “electronics paper’ for the London University first degree in engineering. 
In addition to the chapters on the directly applicable physics the work contains a 
number of appendices dealing with such fundamental matters as the Kinetic Theory 
of Gases, Bohr’s theory of the hydrogen atom, and semi-conductors. The book is pro- 
fusely and admirably illustrated, mostly with line drawings, and is well indexed. 
(621.381) 
REPORT OF THE RADIO RESEARCH BOARD FOR THE PERIOD IST 
OCTOBER 1933 TO 3IST DECEMBER 1948. With a Survey of the 
Investigations carried out during the years 1934-1947 and Report of the 
Director of Radio Research for the year ended 31st December 1948. 
Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 
2s. SRS. 64 pages. 8 plates. Appendices. Paper bound. 
This report gives, for the sake of continuity with earlier reports, a brief account of the 
proceedings and activities of the Radio Research Board since 1933, together with a 


279 








rather more detailed statement of their work in the post-war period. The Report of 
the Director of Radio Research contains a brief technical account of the results of in- 
vestigations during the past fifteen years, with a more detailed report for the year 
ended 31 December 1948. There is a list of papers published by the Radio Division 
1933-48. (621.384072) 


WIRELESS SERVICING MANUAL. W. T. Cocking. 8th edition. Iliffe for 
Wireless World, 12s.6d. F8. 328 pages. 16 photographs. 121 diagrams. 
Tables. Appendices. Index. 


First published in 1936, this book has been on the shelves of most radio servicemen 
and the successive revisions and new impressions are an indication of its popularity. 
The last such revision was in 1948 and the author states that apart from the deletion of 
descriptions of some obsolete apparatus, and the omission of tables of valve-base con- 
nections, little change has been necessary; accordingly it is doubtful if the possessor of 
a copy of the seventh edition will find it necessary to buy the eighth. The work is 
written for the serviceman rather than the radio designer and deals with ‘symptoms’ 
and their cure in an efficient and logical manner. The author has been for many years 
a well-known member of the technical staff of Wireless World. (621.384136) 


MODERN GAS TURBINES. With Special Reference to Stationary, Aircraft, 
Locomotive, and Marine Types and to the Supercharging of Internal 
Combustion Engines. Arthur W. Judge. 2nd edition revised. Chapman & 
Hall, 32s. D8. 400 pages. Plates. Illustrations. Charts. Tables. Diagrams. 
Bibliography. Index. 

The author is a well-known writer of very good books on most types of internal com- 

bustion engines. In this second edition he has added a new chapter of seventy-four 

pages entitled ‘Recent Progress and Developments’ with forty-four illustrations, and 
has extended the text references and bibliography. Progress has been rapid since the 
first edition (1947) especially in the pure jet reaction and the combined airscrew jet 
types of aircraft. The author describes the construction and working of the latest 
examples, and examines altcrnative schemes for these and for modern stationary, 
marine and locomotive gas turbines. He also discusses the possibilities of much smaller 
units for road motor transport. (621.433) 


HORIZONTAL DIESEL ENGINES. R. A. Collacott. Foreword by D. S. 
Dodsley Williams. Temple Press, 8s.6d. C8. 129 pages. Illustrations. Charts. 
Diagrams. 

An elementary handbook for use by those concerned with the operation of small diesel 

engines up to 300 h.p. It will also be useful to students commencing their study of 

diesel engines. The book opens with chapters on Diesel principles, engine details, fuel 
injection and engine cooling and lubrication. There are three very good chapters 
written authoritatively on engine installation, operation and running maintenance. 

The book closes with a review of British engines in this field, and an appendix with 

suggested inspection and trouble diagnosis charts. (621.436) 


MACHINERY S GEAR DESIGN HANDBOOK. W. A. Tuplin. 2nd, revised 
edition. Machinery Publishing Co. (Brighton), 12s.6d. sC4. 74 pages. Illustra- 
tions. Charts. Tables. Diagrams. 

This handbook contains instructions, formulac, tables and graphs to enable the 

engineer to design gears. Worked examples are given, but the formulae are not in 
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general explained. Design considerations include the function of the gears, wear and 
cost. This second edition gives improved methods of design for worm and spiral 
gears. (621.833) 


——Naval 


MERCHANT SHIP CONSTRUCTION. Especially Written for the Merchant 
Navy. H. J. Pursey. 2nd edition. Brown, Son & Ferguson (Glasgow), 215. 
sC4. 235 pages. Illustrations. Plans. Diagrams. 

The outstanding characteristic of this book is the abundance of clear perspective 

drawings of typical structural details. It is not a text-book on design, and the drawings 

are not therefore dimensioned. The book is intended primarily for the deck officer in 
the Merchant Navy, but it also forms an excellent supplement to text-books on ship- 
building, and is thus useful to the student. The text shows evidence of revision and 
extension throughout, but in spite of the section on welding, the drawings nearly al- 
ways show riveted joints and thus do not reflect fully the present-day use of welding 
in shipbuilding. (623.824) 


——-Structural 


STRUCTURAL THEORY AND DESIGN. Vol.I. J. McHardy Young. Fore- 
word by V. A. M. Robertson. Crosby Lockwood, 25s. R8. 295 pages. Tables. 
Diagrams. Bibliography. Appendices. Indexes. 

A very useful introduction to the subject of structural design leading up to the con- 

templated second volume which is described as ‘more advanced theory suitable for 

students speci: ilizing in structures : nd for the practising structural engineer’. The book 
brings together a useful range of st bic cts, namely, m aterials, the elements of structural 
mechanics, the elements of flexure of beams and some > helpful examples on the 
theoretical approach to the design of structural members. One aspect of the presenta- 
tion which is very helpful to the student is the con iparison of various theories such as, 
for instance, the design of columns, the treatment of which, although somewhat 
abbreviated, is instructive. (624) 


-Roads 
TYPES OF ROAD SURFACING AND MAINTENANCE USING TAR OR 
ASPHALTIC BITUMEN. Department of Scientific and Industrial Research: 
Road Research Laboratory. 2nd edition. H.M. Station wid Office, 1s.6d. sF4. 
28 pages. 23 illustrations. Paper bound. (Road Note No. 5) 
This Note is intended for the non-specialist. It enumerates the types of bituminous 
road construction in common use and those ait under development; the purpose and 
technical merits of each type are briefly discussed, and where possible attention is drawn 
to the relative advantages of using s road tar or sapheltic bitumen as the binding medium. 
The second edition extends slightly the matter dealing with maintenance: reference is 
made to the use of fine-textured asphalt surfacings and to the retread process for lightly 
trafficked roads. (625.85) 
——Water Supply 
A PRACTICAL HANDBOOK OF WATER SUPPLY. Frank Dixey. 2nd 
edition. Murby, 35s. D8. 609 pages. Frontispiece. Figures. Maps. Index. 
The author’s aim has been primarily to assist those who are called upon to provide or 
improve the water supplies of European and native settlements and smaller stations in 
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arid and semi-arid areas, particularly in central and eastern Africa. The information 
includes a survey of water resources and water-finding methods, with detailed con- 
sideration of the retention, recovery and quality of surface and groundwater supplies. 
The practical aspects are well covered, with special reference to the frequently neg- 
lected problems of minor supplies. The geology of the subject is treated in sufficient 
detail to interest all water engineers. (628.7) 


——Aeronautics 


AERONAUTICAL RESEARCH COUNCIL: REVIEW FOR THE YEARS 
1939-1948. Ministry of Supply. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. 1M4. 
30 pages. Appendices. Paper bound. 

This review surveys the work of the Aeronautical Research Committee, reconstituted 

in 1945 as a Council, in connection with aerodynamics, power-plants and aircraft 

structures, and other related problems, such as materials, meteorology, navigation, 
etc. One part is devoted to the Constitution of the Aeronautical Research Council. 


(629.13072) 
Agriculture 


FROM THE WASTE LAND. Edward Hyams. Turnstile Press, 12s.6d. 1C8. 
247 pages. 
The story of how the author and his wife, returning to a derelict smallholding after the 
war, turned it into a profitable fruit-growing venture. The book is full of valuable 
information on this branch of agriculture; it is full, too, of observations on the people 
of the Kentish countryside, on current political and social trends of the immediate 
post-war years, and on many other aspects of life in Britain today. The author has a 
gift for the clear and simple exposition of modern, scientific ways in agriculture, and 
the reader will find valuable explanations of many technical agricultural matters. 
Finally, throughout the book is the theme of the author’s own discovery of a new set 
of values, those of the worker in the country and the open air, in contrast to his former 
pre-war existence as an urban business man. It is an excellent record of this period, which 
has held the same difficulties in almost every civilized land. (630.10942) 


MECHANIZED AGRICULTURE. Cornelius Davies. Temple Press, 8s.6d. C8. 
128 pages. 46 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. (Technical Trends Series) 


An excellent review of the past development and present situation in a field of in- 
creasing importance. General chapters deal with the early history of mechanization, 
with tractor types, and with special conditions in Britain during recent years. Then 
follows a review of current practice, and ideas in equipment, for various types of crop 
—potatoes and beet, fruit and vegetables, grass and cereals. Every aspect of mechani- 
zation is considered, with ample information about grass-driers, sprayers, and all sorts 
of small items of equipment. Finally, there is a really good chapter on the economics of 
mechanization, and the possible future developments. This book, examining, as it 
does, the situation in the most highly mechanized agricultural country in the world, 
will be of great interest elsewhere, and especially in those countries in which rapid 
developments are now taking place. The student, the farmer and intelligent layman 
alike will find it readable and informative; the illustrations are very well chosen and 


well reproduced. (631.3) 


on anarte eOOD IS 


REPORT OF THE FOREST PRODUCTS RESEARCH BOARD, WITH THE 
REPORT OF THE DIRECTOR OF FOREST PRODUCTS RESEARCH, 
FOR THE YEAR 1948. Department of Scientific and Industrial Research. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 2s. sR8. 52 pages. 12 plates. Figure. Appendices. 
Index. Paper bound. 


The Report of the Board notes researches of particular current interest: chemical work 
on tropical timbers, entomological work, radio frequency drying of timber, and wood 
bending, and these are described inter alia in the Director’s Report, which covers the 
various projects on hand or completed during the year under review. An appendix 
gives brief lists of government and other publications. (634.98072) 


THE AUSTRALIAN GARDEN BOOK. With Practical Hints on the Culture 
of all the Principal Flowers, Bulbs, Shrubs, Trees, Fruits and Vegetables. 
R. G. Edwards. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, Australia), 35s. C4. 449 pages. 
Illustrations. Glossary. Index. 


The author, well known as a gardening editor of several journals and as a broadcaster, 
has had good co-operation from his publishers in preparing an attractive and compre- 
hensive volume. Of particular value to Australian gardencrs, the book will also appeal 
to many overseas inquirers whose circumstances have a counterpart within Australia’s 
range of climates. The sowing calendar which provides for several climatic regions is 
not, of course, applicable to the Northern Hemisphere. The many plates include seven 
coloured photographs, and there are additional “blue-print’ plans and illustrations in 
line. (635) 
THE COMPLETE GARDENER. W. E. Shewell-Cooper. Collins, 21s. D8. 

734 pages. Coloured frontispiece and 139 plates (14 in colour). 40 diagrams. 

Index. 
This is a remarkable book, and it certainly justifies its title; its author is perhaps the 
best known of British horticultural writers. It is divided into nine parts, of which the 
first deals with general aspects, the next six with different types of gardens (including 
glass-houses), and the last two with pests and diseases, and the monthly work in the 
garden. Under each part, a list of the best plants to grow for cach particular type of 
garden—herbaceous border, rock or roof garden, vegetable plot—is given, with notes 
on the essential points of their culture. Morcover, the illustrations, usually numerous 
even for a book of this size and of excellent quality, really are of practical value, and 
there will be few points indeed which the ordinary gardener will find omitted from 
this remarkable book. The early chapters on planning and working in the garden are 
clearly and simply written in such a way as to make this book a handbook for the 
beginner whether his intention is to cultivate a few square yards, or a number of acres. 
It is safe to say that it will achieve wide popularity wherever gardening is carried on, 
whether for pleasure or profit, with flowers, fruit or vegetables. (635) 


MUSHROOM GROWING. Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries. sth edition. 
H.M. Stationery Office, 3s.6d. sR8. 72 pages. 40 illustrations. Appendices. 
Bibliography. Index. Paper bound. (Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
Bulletin No. 34) 

Mushrooms are one of the most difficult of all crops to grow. The aim of this bulletin 


is to give guidance on practices which have been followed successfully for a number 
of years, and to acquaint the reader with recent developments such as the value of 


283 








various substitutes for stable manure in mushroom beds. It discusses the commercial 

prospects of mushroom growing, both indoor and outdoor culture, picking and pack- 

ing, diseases and competitors, soil pasteurization, house hygiene, and insect and other 

pests. (635.8) 

PESTS OF FLOWERS AND SHRUBS. G. Fox Wilson for the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Fisheries. 2nd edition. H.M. Stationery Office, 4s.6d. sR8. 
110 pages. 118 illustrations. Index. Paper bound. (Ministry of Agriculture 
and Fisheries Bulletin No. 97) 


The number of insect pests that attack garden plants is very considerable, and it has 
only been possible to deal with a proportion of them in this bulletin. The various 
methods of controlling plant pests are considered under the headings Cultural, 
Mechanical, Chemical, Physical and Biological; there are notes on spraying and dust- 
ing and on glass-house fumigation. A second section deals with general pests, and a 
substantial final part discusses localized pests, e.g. those found on lawns, rock gardens, 
ornamental trees and shrubs, etc. The numerous illustrations add to the value of the 
book. (635.9) 
A COURSE OF PRACTICAL PHYSIOLOGY FOR AGRICULTURAL 
STUDENTS. E. T. Halnan and J. Hammond. 2nd edition. Cambridge 
University Press, 9s.6d. D8. 124 pages. 
This is a brief, concise guide, expressly intended for the agricultural and veterinary 
student, to a subject of increasing importance. The general aim is to enable the student, 
by preparing his own microscope slides of essential material, to get the most out of his 
course, and to make his work more compact and useful, blank pages are included in 
which, it is suggested, the drawings of the tissues, etc., should be made. This should 
prove a valuable text-book for students, and the fact that it was first published thirty 
years ago, and has had to undergo little change, is eloquent of its usefulness for many 
years already. (636.0892) 
——Domestic Animals _ Live Stock 
HORSE BREEDING AND STUD MANAGEMENT. Henry Wynmalen. 
Country Life, 21s. sR8. 231 pages. 101 photographs. 7 line drawings. 
Tables. Bibliography. Index. 
Known in Britain as a breeder, rider and trainer of fine horses, the author here writes 
from a lifetime of experience, and his book is intended especially for those who, in any 
part of the world, are interested in all these three aspects of his subject. Riding horses 
therefore come in for most consideration, although the rules of breeding and manage- 
ment which he lays down are applicable to other breeds as well. The thoroughness of 
the book may be judged from the fact that a whole chapter is devoted to the land and 
its management, another to the buildings of the stud, while breeding itself is even 
more fully discussed. The illustrations are exceptional, and this book differs from many 
in that it is extremely well written and thoroughly readable. (636.1) 


PIGS AND BACON CURING. A Practical Manual of the Various Methods 
of Feeding Pigs, Curing Hams and Bacon, and Utilising the By-products 
of Swine. R. E. Davies. 4th edition revised. Technical Press (Kingston Hill, 
Surrey), 8s.6d. C8. 128 pages. Frontispiece. Plates. Illustrations. Appendix. 

A useful practical book for the small pig-breeder covering all points from initial 

selection to final disposal. Illustrations cover the more important breeds, and show 
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up-to-date accommodation; there are also useful practical diagrams. The main value 
of this latest revision lies in an additional paragraph on development and growth, 
and the amendments embodied in the “Legal Appendix’ by Frank Gerrard. (636.4) 


ABOUT OUR DOGS. The Breeds and their Management. A. Croxton Smith. 
New and revised edition. Ward Lock, 25s. M8. 448 pages. 8 colour plates 
by Ward Binks. 111 photographs. 19 diagrams by Hay Hutchinson. 
Glossary. Index. 


This book by the doyen of canine journalists will be widely welcomed in its latest 
edition. It is in fact a complete manual for the owner, whether of a single dog or of a 
valuable and specialized kennel of pure-bred animals. Training, breeding, feeding, 
showing are all dealt with very fully, while separate sections deal with the points and 
peculiarities of the various breeds. These and other matters are illustrated with excel- 
lent photographs. The final chapter, “The Health of Your Dog’, is perhaps the most 
useful in the entire book, and includes a series of tables for diagnosing any of the 
common complaints from which dogs may suffer. A special section of the photo- 
graphic illustrations also concerns the care and nursing of dogs. Overseas readers will 
find the long glossary a valuable feature of the book, while there is a good index and a 
chapter on the legal aspects of dog-owning. It is a pity that the book has not in all 
respects been brought up to date, but the points concerned are not of prime importance 
and the book will remain, in effect, a standard work for the ordinary dog-owner. 
(636.7) 
THE DOG ANNUAL, 1951. Edited by C. R. Acton. Elek, 10s.6d. D8. 148 
pages. Frontispiece and 75 photographs. Line drawings by C. G. Ambler. 
Articles on many different aspects of dog breeding and showing, by the editor and 
other well-known writers on dogs, make this a useful and interesting book for any dog- 
owner. The sections dealing with working dogs of various types are especially 
interesting, and so are the reference sections on breeding clubs and breeds. It is unfor- 
tunate that many of the photographs, and some of the articles, are below the gencral 
standard of the rest of the book, which will have a wide appeal on both sides of the 
Atlantic. (636.705) 


Cookery 
A CALENDAR OF COUNTRY RECEIPTS. Nell Heaton. Faber, 16s. ID8. 
192 pages. Frontispiece. 12 illustrations and drawings in text by Leonard 
Huskinson. Appendix. Index. 
The author’s object is to encourage the housewife living in the country to make the 
best possible use of such fruits, vegetables, and herbs as she may expect to find each 
month cither in her garden or growing wild in fields and hedgerows. Here are gathered 
together over three hundred recipes which range from cake, jam and wine making to 
curing ham, pickling peaches, and such unusual activities as the preparation of hair- 
tonics, metal polishers and cold creams. The introduction indicates what must be done 
each month in the garden to secure a plentiful supply for the kitchen and the appendix 
deals in some detail with such processes as home sterilizing, the drying and storing of 
flowers and herbs and the preservation of meat, fish and vegetables. Not every house- 
wife has either the time or the facilities which are here taken for granted, but even the 
townswoman, for whom much of Miss Heaton’s advice will be impracticable, will 
find a great deal among all this country lore to fascinate and interest her. (641.57) 





Business 
FILING SYSTEMS: THEIR PRINCIPLES AND THEIR APPLICATIONS 
TO MODERN OFFICE REQUIREMENTS. Edward A. Cope and C. Ralph 
Curtis. 3rd edition. Pitman, 8s.6d. C8. 193 pages. Plates. Illustrations. Index. 
An excellent text-book which first appeared in 1920. It deals thoroughly with the 
fundamental theory of filing, with systems and classifications, giving advice on choice 
of methods, i.e. alphabetical or numerical or a compromise, etc. This edition has a new 
chapter on appliances and furniture, illustrating most of the latest equipment, including 
visible systems. (651.5) 
SHORTHAND: A New System. H. A. Fagan. Juta (Cape Town, South Africa), 
8s.6d. L.Post 8. 101 pages. 
Mr. Justice Fagan has experimented for many years to find a system of shorthand in 
which the twenty-six letters of the Roman alphabet were represented by twenty-six 
short, easily-linked symbols, entirely cursive, and in which vowels were written as 
part of the word, with a minimum of shading or positional writing. The results of his 
study, tested after much practice, are described in this book, which contains a number 
of exercises and examples. (653.42) 
Chemic Technology 
REPORT OF THE FUEL RESEARCH BOARD, WITH THE REPORT OF 
THE DIRECTOR OF FUEL RESEARCH, FOR THE PERIOD IST APRIL, 
1939 TO 31ST MARCH, 1946. Department of Scientific and Industrial 
Research. H.M. Stationery Office, 3s. sR8. 76 pages. 12 plates. 4 figures. 
Appendices. Paper bound. 
The Director’s Report covers Physical and Chemical Survey of the National Coal 
Resources; Chemical Examination of Coal; Storage of Coal; Carbonization and 
Gasification of Coal; Production of Hydrogen by the Steam-iron Process; Synthesis of 
Hydrocarbons; Production and Treatment of Hydrocarbon Oils; Steam Raising and 
Power Production; Atmospheric Pollution; Domestic Heating; Extra-mural Work; 
and Special War-time Projects. There are lists of Fuel Research publications, official 
and otherwise. (662.6072) 
REPORT OF THE MANUFACTURED MEAT PRODUCTS WORKING 
PARTY. Ministry of Food. H.M. Stationery Office, 1s.3d. sR8. 48 pages. 
Paper bound. 
The Working Party was appointed in May 1949 to ‘review present trade practice and 
legal requirements for securing that conditions in the meat manufacturing trades are 
clean and sanitary, and that the products, and the materials from which they are pre- 
pared, are wholesome in all respects; to draw up, if considered desirable, agreed codes 
of practice for voluntary adoption by the trades concerned’. The Party make a number 
of recommendations for incorporation in amending or additional legislation, for 
incorporation in a code of practice, and others of a more general nature. (664.9) 


Manufactures 

SHODDY AND MUNGO MANUFACTURE: Its Development, Ancillary 
Processes, Methods and Machinery. Norman Cecil Gee. Emmott, 21s. 
sImp. 8. 180 pages. Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. Glossary. Index. 


Shoddy and Mungo is the fibrous material obtained by pulling rags and other textile 
waste in a rag machine. In this way rags are used for the manufacture of cheap clothing 
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and for upholstery filling. This book is very comprehensive, and starting from the 
collection by the rag and bone man, etc., it deals with sorting, carbonizing, redyeing, 
bleaching, oiling, pulling, opening, and garnetting. (677.363) 


>? 


Precision Instruments 


CALCULATING INSTRUMENTS AND MACHINES. Douglas R. Hartree. 
1st English edition. Cambridge University Press, 21s. IR8. 148 pages. Illus- 
trations. Diagrams. Bibliography. Index. 

A facsimile copy, with some extra references and corrections, of the American edition 

of 1949; it contains a general survey of large scale calculators by one of the few workers 

in this field with more than a decade’s experience. Specially detailed treatments of the 

‘differential analyser’ (multiple-integraph), the Harvard—IMB ‘Mark I’ Relay Cal- 

culator, and of the Aberdeen (Maryland), ENIAC are given because these are typical 

instruments in their respective fields. There are many references and illustrations, and 
this book is suitable for any non-specialized reader with a knowledge of the infini- 

tesimal calculus. (681.14) 


Building 

BUILDING MATERIALS. Science and Practice. Cecil C. Handisyde. Fore- 
word by A. H. Moberly. Architectural Press, 25s. M8. 330 pages. $8 illus- 
trations. Index. 


The main object of this book is to provide architects and architectural students with 
essential up-to-date information on building materials, both new and traditional. The 
text is concisely written, well indexed and appropriately illustrated with photographs. 
Frequent reference is made to British Standards and to sources where more detailed 
information is to be found on particular subjects. The author is a practising architect, a 
member of the staff of the Building Research Station and an experienced lecturer at a 
well-known architectural school, so he is ideally qualified for the task. Two further 
volumes are in preparation by other specialists dealing with the theory of structures 
and building elements. In this way it is hoped to cover the whole field of construction 
and materials in a series of three books. (691) 


FINE ARTS AND RECREATION 


CANADIAN ART. Graham McInnes. Macmillan (Toronto, Canada), $4.00. 
sC4. 140 pages. 38 illustrations. Bibliography. Appendices. Index. 
In 1939 Graham McInnes published A Short History of Canadian Art, and for some time 
has felt that ‘a revision and expansion’ was needed, ‘not only to take note of the 
developments of the past twelve years, but also to reassess, in the light of later criticism, 
some of the conclusions then reached’. The result, in Canadian Art, is an excellent 
brief introduction to the subject. Three centuries and all aspects of Canadian art are 
discussed, including painting (which receives the fullest treatment), sculpture, archi- 
tecture, handicrafts, industrial design and films. Two hundred and thirty-four artists are 
noted briefly by description and appraisal. An entire chapter is devoted to ‘the artists 
of the Second World War’. The illustrations are fine-screen half-tones, save for two 
in colour. The appendices include Art Institutions and Public Art Collections, 
Chronology, Select List of Canadian Artists, and a Select Bibliography including 
books, periodicals, films and filmstrips. (709.71) 
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Architecture 
THE ARCHITECTURE OF SIR EDWARD LUTYENS (720.942) 
See THE LUTYENS MEMORIAL (927.2) 


THE COSMATI. The Roman Marble Workers of the 12th and 13th Cen- 
turies. Edward Hutton. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 42s. D4. 74 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece. 64 plates. Bibliography. Indexes. 

“Cosmati’ is the generic, modern name given to several families of marble workers 

active in the twelfth to early fourteenth centuries. “Cosmati work’ comprises epis- 

copal thrones, tombs, pulpits, Paschal candlesticks, mosaic pavements, altars and 
ciboria decorated with geometrical designs carried out in polychrome marbles and 
other stones, particularly porphyry; the most notable (and indced only) examples 
outside Italy are the shrine of Edward the Confessor, the tomb of Henry III and the 

Sanctuary pavement in Westminster Abbey, London, which were executed by 

Roman craftsmen ¢c. 1275. This book by Edward Hutton, a noted expert on Italian 

literature, history and art, whose last book on Rome was noted in the November 1950 

issue of British Book News, is a careful study of the Cosmati with a list of their signed 

inscriptions, an index of places where their work is found and a substantial biblio- 
graphy. The text summarizes the known facts about the individual artists and de- 
scribes some of their outstanding works. In the section of plates at the end of the 
volume excellent photographs show examples of all aspects of Cosmati work, in- 
cluding exteriors of churches and cloisters (the Cosmati being architects as well as 
decorators). The coloured frontispiece as well as Henry III’s tomb in Westminster 
Abbey gives an authentic idea of Cosmati work, ‘a dream between sleeping and 
waking, anticipating the Renaissance of the fifteenth century’. (729.76) 


Sculpture 
THE SCULPTURES OF MICHELANGELO. Complete edition by Ludwig 
Goldscheider. 2nd edition, revised. Phaidon Press, 30s. SuR4. 164 pages. 
Frontispiece and 152 plates. 12 illustrations in the text. Catalogue. 
A new edition of one of the best known Phaidon Press volumes, first published in 
1939. All the works of the great Florentine sculptor (1475-1564) are here photo- 
graphed in superb plates, fifty of which have been made from new photographs. The 
Catalogue remains substantially the same, though it is to be regretted that the com- 
piler has omitted the bibliographical references which appeared in the 1939 edition. A 
ten-page Introduction has been added but the plates remain the outstanding feature 
as Dr. Goldscheider himself emphasizes. A number of important new details and 
aspects taken from different viewpoints are included and the use of margins is an 
improvement on the practice, so fashionable ten years ago, of printing right up to the 
edges. It is indeed satisfying to have reproductions of ‘David’, the ‘Pieta’, the ‘Tomb 
of Julius II’, and other well-known works, which convey the monumental quality 
and scale of the creations of ‘the greatest sculptor of the last thousand years’. (735.4506) 


Pottery and Porcelain 

FRENCH PORCELAIN OF THE I8TH CENTURY. W. B. Honey. Faber, 
25s. R8. 94 pages. 100 plates (4 in colour). Bibliography. Index. (Faber 
Monographs on Pottery and Porcelain) 


The latest volume by Mr. W. B. Honey, lately Keeper of the Department of Ceramics, 
Victoria and Albert Museum, London, is the first book in English for over forty years 
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to describe the earlier soft-paste porcelain of the French factories of Rouen, Mennecy, 
Sceaux and Vincennes. The first French porcelain was made at Rouen at the end of the 
seventeenth century; of the several factories established in the early eighteenth century 
that of Vincennes was the most important until 1756 when it was moved to Sévres 
under a Royal monopoly, rapidly becoming the most important porcelain producing 
centre in Europe. The history of these various factorics and the different types of 
porcelain produced is carefully described in Mr. Honey’s text. The plates, as in previous 
volumes in this series, are excellently produced and include figure porcelain and other 
objects such as umbrella handles, snuff boxes, etc., made in the material. Collectors of 
the series should note that a separate volume on Vincennes and Sévres porcelain is 
planned; text and illustrations in the present work dealing with the products of these 
two royal factories is not proportionate to their intrinsic importance, but relates such 
pieces to the general history and development of French eighteenth-century porcelain. 

(738.2094403) 


POTTERY IN THE ANCIENT WORLD. Desmond Eyles. Doulton & Co., 


7s.6d. D4. 46 pages. Illustrations (some coloured). (Ceramics in Art and 
Industry) 


A stimulating introduction to the study of pottery covering its development from 
prehistoric times to Etruscan and Roman products. Each chapter is lavishly illustrated 
by excellent photographs of actual specimens. In addition there are nine coloured 
illustrations giving imaginative reconstructions of everyday life at various periods with 
the relevant types of pottery in use. The beginnings of Indian, Persian and Chinese 
pottery are outlined in a brief chapter, but for reasons of space later developments of 
Persian and Chinese ceramics have been omitted with the intimation that they may 
form the subject of a subsequent companion publication. The text, though non- 
technical and intended for the beginner, nevertheless gives interesting information on 
the development of the use of the potter’s wheel, methods of decorating and firing 
and, in the chapter on Athenian painted vases, explanations of the names given to the 
various shapes. The book, which is a special edition in the series Ceramics in Art and 
Industry, has been produced by the firm whose famous pottery works were founded 


in Lambeth in 1815. (738.3093) 


ENGLISH COUNTRY POTTERY. Reginald Haggar. Phoenix House, 15s. D8. 
160 pages. 47 illustrations. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


A handbook ‘intended to offer the collector of modest means a brief account of the 
chief classes and characteristics of English pre-industrial and post-industrial pottery’. 
The text is written in simple but authoritative style with much background informa- 
tion about local potters. Following descriptions of slipware, salt-glaze pottery and 
popular figures there is a long chapter on Josiah Wedgwood and a concluding section 
on industrial pottery of the nineteenth century of much interest for those attracted to 
Victorian popular art. Pottery decorated with prints and transfer drawings and 
adorned with mottoes and verses is described, the story being continued up to the 
present day. There are numerous plates and line illustrations in the text, a useful nine- 
page descriptive, analytical bibliography and a list of pottery marks. This book is 
a companion volume in similar format to Gordon Roe’s English Cottage Furniture, 
noted in the May 1950 issue of British Book News. The author lives in the Five Towns, 
the main pottery district of the English Midlands, where he has held several impor- 
tant posts including that of Art Director to Minton’s Ltd. (738.30942) 
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Drawing Decoration Design 
DRAWINGS BY SIR WILLIAM RUSSELL FLINT. Collins, 84s. \Ffol. 
188 pages. 134 illustrations. Descriptive notes to the plates. Bibliography. 
Index. 
Sir William Russell Flint (b. 1880) is one of today’s outstanding practitioners of water- 
colour painting. In this handsome volume the full range of his achievement is repre- 
sented—portraits, landscapes and above all the series of drawings of his favourite 
models. A long, thirty-page introduccon by the artist and lengthy notes to the plates 
reveal the methods and aims which Sir William has followed during his professional 
life. The text also contains a list of his works in public galleries, the titles of books he 
has illustrated, and a biographical summary. His technical ability to use water-colour 
for special effects, particularly the use of sedimentary washes of French Blue and 
Chinese Orange to create texture, is strikingly shown in the studies from the nude 
which fill nearly half the book. His superlative craftsmanship has been dedicated to 
academic rather than to experimental art, but rightly commands esteem from all 
interested in water-colour technique. Sir William is President of the Royal Water- 
colour Society and a Trustee of the Royal Academy, London. (741.94208) 


DESIGNING TAPESTRY. Jean Lurcat. Translated from the French by 
Barbara Crocker. Rockliff, 21s. C4. 71 pages. 53 plates. Index. 
In this book the leading contemporary French tapestry designer and a pioneer in the 
modern revival of the art at Aubusson discusses the problems raised by its special 
technique and the principles of its design. M. Lurgat, defining tapestry as ‘a very large 
work of woven and coloured wools’, has much to say about the art of dyeing the 
wool, the different types of stitch, the relation between aesthetics and technique and 
the role of the painter-designer (who is sometimes cast as the villain of the story); he 
is entirely opposed to the generally accepted view that tapestry should resemble paint- 
ing as closcly as possible. Despite an occasional overstatement of his case he has written 
a useful guide to the latest developments in tapestry making. An important feature of 
the book is the plates; the lack of colour reproductions is to some extent balanced by 
the large number of examples shown, ranging from medieval tapestries (including the 
famous Lady of the Unicorn series) to modern designs by Matisse, Rouault, Picasso 
and M. Lurgat himself. This original, explosive book, much of it written in the form 
of a dialogue between Author and Reader, is sometimes irritating but cannot be 
ignored by artists, craftsmen and designers. Few books are published on the art of 
tapestry; M. Lurgat provides an unorthodox, stimulating addition to the standard 
works on the subject. (746.3) 


ENGLISH INTERIOR DECORATION 1500 TO 1830. A Study in the 
Development of Design. Margarct Jourdain. Batsford, 63s. M4. 96 pages. 
195 illustrations (6 in colour). 8 drawings in text. Index. 

This important book by one of the foremost living authoritics on British decoration 

and furniture is based on the author’s four earlier volumes published between 1922 and 

1926. To make this volume, interior decoration has been separated from furniture ‘so 

that the course of its design may be studied as a whole from the Early Renaissance’ up 

to 1830. A further volume will cover furniture during the same period, and the two 
volumes will supersede the earlier editions. The text has not only been extensively 
rewritten, but more material lias been added (including sections on the United States), 
the chronological limits have been extended to cover the first three decades of the 
nineteenth century and a large number of houses specially photographed. This book is 
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divided into five chapters: Early Renaissance, 1500-1650; Late Stuart, 1650-1720; 
Early Georgian, 1720-1770; Classical Revival, 1760-1820; Regency and Revived 
Gothic, 1790-1830. In each chapter an introduction on the general features and trends 
of the English interior of the period is followed by a detailed account of the treatment 
of individual features, e.g. windows, ceilings, staircases, panelling, chimney-picces, 
plaster-work, woodwork. Artists and craftsmen are mentioned and attention given to 
the use of textiles, wall-hangings and wall-papers; there is also an excellent index with 
useful subject headings for such features as Doors and Doorways, Wainscot, Plaster- 
work, etc. The excellent illustrations include photographs of whole rooms as well as 
detailed studies. Now that so many great houses are being opened to the public by 
their owners or through such organizations as the National Trust, general interest in 
historic furnishing is rapidly growing. Miss Jourdain’s book forms an authoritative 
guide to this aspect of Britain's past as well as providing the student and connoisseur 
with an indispensable text-book. (747.22) 


[me 


THE NORWICH SCHOOL OF GLASS-PAINTING IN THE FIFTEENTH 
CENTURY. Christopher Woodforde. Oxford University Press, 42s. R8. 
247 pages. Frontispiece and 43 plates. 3 figures in text. Index. 

This study of a local school of fifteenth-century glass-painters is a model example of 

a specialist monograph. Although of primary interest to local historians and anti- 

quarians, the arrangement of the book and excellent analytical index make available to 

the student much general information on medieval iconograph and glass-painting 
technique (there is a particularly interesting chapter on angels in glass windows). 

Glass-painting was but one aspect of the artistic activity of East Anglia during the 

thirteenth to sixteenth centurics, but the high quality and individuality of the glass 

justifies the separate study which it now receives in Mr. Woodforde’s book. The 
windows of five important churches are described in detail; separate chapters are 
devoted to the Norwich glass-painters, English ins« rip tions appearing in the windows 
and other specific t »pics, an 1 in a final chapter an interesting account, with frequent 
quotations from archives and records, is given of the destruction and loss of ‘stained’ 
or painted glass through the centuries. It is melancholy to read how much glass which 
survived both the Reformation and the Puritan iconoclasm during the seventeenth 
century has been lost through subsequent neglect or indifference. The author is a 
Fellow of New C ollege, Oxford, and a Fellow of the Society of Antiquaries, London. 
(748.4094261) 

PERIOD FURNITURE FOR EVERYMAN. W.G. Menzies. 2nd, revised edi- 
tion. Duckworth, 10s.6d. D8. 156 pages. 32 plates. 

In this book, first published in 1939, the author, late Auction Sales Correspondent of 

The Times, gives expert guidance about different types of English furniture and pro- 

vides wocbel lists of Ens tial 1 rer ire makers and of woods used in cabinet making and 

a Furniture Glossary. His remarks on auction-room practices and prices are interesting 

reading based on first-hand knowledge. His list of recent auction prices is a contem- 

porary guide to the present-day value of well-known makes of furniture. (749.22) 


Painting 
AN INTRODUCTION TO ENGLISH WATER-COLOUR PAINTING. 


Graham Reynolds. Country Life, 21s. C4. 64 pages. 66 illustrations. Notes 
on the illustrations. 


A critical survey of English water-colour painting from 1750 to the present day. The 
text, which is based on the 1949 Ferens Fine Arts Lectures, Univ ersity College of Hull, 
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preserves a careful balance between factual information and critical comment. Mr. 
Reynolds’s observations are always to the point; he does not overstress any one period 
(as is often the case in books on water-colour painting) and he includes some helpful 
remarks on technique (e.g. the difference between water-colour and gouache). The 
plates range from the work of Paul Sandby (1725-1809), ‘the father of English water- 
colour’, to that of John Piper (b. 1903); the notes to the plates contain many acute 
observations to enhance the reader’s appreciation. The author, who is an expert on 
miniature painting, is Deputy Keeper, Department of Paintings, Victoria and Albert 
Museum, London. (759.2) 


Etching 
THE ETCHINGS OF SYDNEY URE SMITH. Introduction by Hal 
Missingham. With an article on etching processes by Sir Lionel Lindsay. 
Ure Smith (Sydney, Australia), 7s.6d. C8. 15 pages of text. 32 plates. 
“Sydney Ure Smith was a unique figure in the art history of this country . . . He is 
represented in all the Australian National Galleries and in many private collections, 
but above all he is indelibly represented in each of the many artists whom he helped to 
recognition . . .” So writes Hal Missingham in his introductory essay on the etchings 
of Sydney Ure Smith. This little book, whose format is very much the same as that of 
the King Penguins, contains a selection of Ure Smith’s etchings, whose inspiration 
usually is derived from the buildings and strects of Sydney before the advent of modern 
architecture. The etchings recapture admirably the spirit of the city in an earlier day 
and show the true artistic calibre of Ure Smith. Sir Lionel Lindsay, the noted Australian 
etcher, contributes an essay on ‘Etching processes’. (767.0994) 


Photography 
CINE DATA BOOK. R.H. Bomback. Fountain Press, 20s. F8. 286 pages. 
50 illustrations. Diagrams. Index. 

The author of this book, who is chief technical adviser to Associated British Pathé and 
formerly worked at the Kodak Research Laboratories, writes in his introduction that 
“the purpose of this book is to bring together for the first time in a readily accessible 
form some of the more important technical aspects of current motion picture film 
production and presentation practice in this country in the expectation that this will 
prove of interest and value to both film maker and technician alike’. There are sections 
on cameras, films, studio lighting, colour photography, stereoscopic cine photography, 
projection and many other subjects. (778.5) 


Music 
FROM SACKBUT TO SYMPHONY. Margaret Hoskyn. Juta (Cape Town, 
South Africa), 12s.6d. 213 pages. Frontispiece. Appendices. Index. 

Written primarily as a school text-book by a South African teacher of music, this 

outline of musical history is designed ‘to be of use also to the inquiring amateur, the 

person who loves music, knows a little about it, and, though anxious to know more, 

does not know where to begin’. There are four sections covering the ancient and 

medieval periods; the seventeenth and cighteenth centuries; the romantic era; and 

twenticth-century developments. One appendix deals with form in music, and another 

with elementary acoustics, the orchestra past and present, and some instruments. 
(780.9) 
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2 San Oatero 


TRADITIONAL SONGS FROM NOVA scomTiA. Collected by Helen 
Creighton and Doreen H. Senior. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), $5.00. 
IM8. 284 pages. Index. 

This fine collection of folk-songs from Nova Scotia is the second published by Miss 

Creighton, following its predecessor Songs and Ballads from Nova Scotia after an inter- 

val of eighteen years. Any collection, however meagre, of Anglo-Canadian songs is to 

be welcomed, since that branch of Canadiana has been little explored and one fears 
that future explorations may be too late to recover lost treasures. But this is a sizable 
volume, comprising almost 150 items, many having numerous variants, and only 
about twenty appear in the earlier book in different versions. The notes at the begin- 
ning of each song are both scholarly and fascinating and go so far as to give page 
numbers of similar songs in other collections. The texts of the songs are flavoured with 
turns of speech typical of their maritimeand New World setting. Thetunes are generally 
extremely interesting and older in most cases than the words, judging by their modal 
flavour and freedom of rhythm. One statement of Miss Creighton’s in her preface is 
most significant and encouraging. The majority of the songs were garnered in her own 
home county, within a thirty-mile radius of Halifax, the capital city. Might one hope 
that would-be collectors in other provinces follow Miss Creighton’s cxample and start 
digging in their own vicinities? 784.49716) 


THE LITERATURE OF THE PIANO. A Guide for Amateur and Student. 
Ernest Hutcheson. Hutchinson, 12s.6d. M8. 409 pages. Musical examples. 
Appendices. Bibliography. Index. 

An American work first published in 1948, this detailed guide to piano literature com- 

prises a complete survey in chronological order of the chief composers’ works for the 

instrument, prefaced by a few notes on those before Bach. The great number of com- 
positions by masters such as Mozart, Beethoven, Chopin and Liszt, which are treated 
at length, forbids the inclusion of more than brief notes on lesser composers; and those 
of later periods are grouped by nationality. The last chapter, on American composers, 
deals with material largely unfamiliar to English amateurs. Throughout the book the 
comments on each work combine the descriptive and the technical; and in many 


cases a guide to the choice of editions is offered. (786.4) 
Entertainment 


PLEASURES OF LONDON. M. Willson Disher. Hale, 21s. D8. 346 pages. 
54 plates. 15 illustrations in text. Indexes. 


The zest of one steeped in the history of clowns and pantomimes, fairs, music halls 
and circuses, melodrama, and the great actors of the past, has led him here to write of 
the delights of all these and others much older and much newer still. Mr. Willson 
Disher has stocked his guide-book to all the pleasures London has seen and is yet pre- 
paring for with so many anecdotes and facts, so much history and legend, that the 
reader goes gladly with him all the way. A thoroughfare named ‘The Clink’, or one 
called ‘Bear Gardens’ has for Mr. Disher a connotation that leads him to describe the 
erstwhile pleasures of bear- and bull-baiting, and thereon to remind the reader that 
Bankside’s leading actor, the famous Edward Alleyn, also held the dignified post of 
bearwarden. The centuries jostle each other as Old Drury brings memories of wartime 
ENSA, Wilson Barrett at the Princess’s Theatre, of Hengler’s circus. The illustrations 
are as varied as the ‘pleasures’ and include Cuper’s Gardens, the pleasure resort on the 
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site of the Festival of Britain, Trial by Battle, the first play performed at the Old Vic in 
the days when it was known as the Coburg Theatre, and maps of London resorts in 
1800. (791.09421) 


MR. PUNCH. Philip John Stead. Evans Bros., 10s.6d. D8. 165 pages. 9 illus- 
trations on half-tone plates, 4 line drawings in text. Index. 


A Punch and Judy show, perhaps only a quarter of an hour in length, is probably the 
oldest in direct lineal descent, and possibly the most ubiquitous, of all forms of enter- 
tainment at the present time. P. J. Stead, author of several novels and an anthology of 
songs from the Restoration Theatre, traces the history from the time when Punch was 
a mask of the improvised comedy of the Italian Renaissance to the present day. Pul- 
cinella in Italy, Polichinelle in France, Mr. Punch in England, the characters in the 
entertainment have their origins in history, legend and art. Variations and elaborations 
are manifold, taking colour from contemporary happenings, and many are described 
in the course of this book. An account of a typical English Punch-play is given, and 
also a verbatim record of ‘Punch’s Opera, or, The Dominion of Fancy’, with many of 
the stage directions. Necessarily, the survey includes some of the famous puppet 
masters, the story of the strolling players, the mimes, the portable theatres. Whether 
puppet play or street show, in this country or abroad, the main incidents concerning 
Mr. Punch, the eternal rebel, remain the same. (791.5) 


The Theatre 

PRODUCING pLAYS. A Handbook for Producers and Players. C. B. 
Purdom. Dent, 10s.6d. 3rd edition, rewritten and enlarged. D8. 239 pages. 
32 photographs. 11 diagrams. Glossary. Bibliography. Index. 


*The new amateur dramatic movement is quite different from amateur theatricals, 
that old-cstablished social amusement. It is an interest in the drama for its own sake.’ 
This statement from his preface may explain why Mr. Purdom’s book (first published 
in 1930) is now in its third edition. It has been brought up to date with six new chapters 
on the method of rehearsal, acting in schools, preparing for drama festivals, and kindred 
subjects. There have also been considerable additions in the technical portions of the 
book. Mr. Purdom has brought his many years of practical experience to the help of 
amateurs and has covered the entire field of stagecraft. There are photographs of many 
recent productions, and diagrams illustrating technical details. The book contains an 
extensive glossary of stage and theatrical terms. (792) 


THE ROMAN STAGE. A Short History of Latin Drama in the Time of the 
Republic. W. Beare. Methuen, 25s. D8. 292 pages. 11 plates. 8 line draw- 
ings. 7 appendices. Bibliography. Index. 

In contrast to the vast literature on Greek drama there has been so far no comprehen- 

sive work on the Roman drama and stage, as is evinced by the short bibliography to 

this volume. This treatise is therefore especially valuable both in collating material, 

criticizing and analysing accepted dogmas, and in presenting a new viewpoint on a 

phase of theatrical history that had such an important influence on English drama at the 

time of the Renaissance and after. The author, Professor of Latin in the University of 

Bristol, has sought, where it exists, first hand information on his subject. His aim is 

“to consider the Latin plays in their present form as evidence for literary and theatrical 

developments in Rome’. His history begins with an account of the dance and drama that 

preceded the literary period in Italy; tragedy (which contrary to everyday belief out- 
lived the famous comedies on the Roman stage), native comedy, farce, mime, the 
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organization and physical conditions of the theatre, costumes, music, all are surveyed 
, a ‘ . . + . 
up to the time of the Empire. He considers many technical points, such as entrances, 
stage curtains, and the mechanics of the stage in the appendices. The author has pre- 
sented here a history that embraces all forms of entertainment, including the itinerant 
SEE RTS e 
street musicians and the games. (792.0937) 


THEATRE WORLD ANNUAL (LONDON). A Pictorial Review of West 
End Productions with a Record of Plays and Players. Number 1. 1st June 
1949-31st May 1950. Edited by Frances Stephens. Rockliff, 15s. R8. 
175 pages. Coloured frontispiece. 264 photographs in text. Index. 

This volume marks the appearance of a new annual theatrical record. Sponsored by 

the illustrated monthly magazine, the Theatre World, this publication comprises a 

record, largely pictorial, of the outstanding productions on the London stage for one 

year. There are photographs of principal characters, illustrations of ‘sets’, lists of play 

casts, dates of productions and summaries of plots. (792.09421) 


—Ballet 


THE BALLET ANNUAL, 1951. A Record and Year Book of the Ballet. 
Edited by Arnold L. Haskell. A. & C. Black, 21s. C4. 144 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece. 130 photographs. Drawings in text. Bibliography. 

The fifth issue of this year-book follows the now familiar pattern established by the 

editor. A chronological review of outstanding events of the year (October 1949- 

September 1950) is followed by a group of articles, and check lists of books published 

and companies and ballets seen in London between 1 November 1949 and 31 October 

1950. The articles include reviews of work in France, the U.S.A., Denmark, Austria 

and Australia; notes by experts, Cyril Swinson on the difficulties of good ballet photo- 

graphy, Elsa Brunelleschi on Spanish dancing, Dyneley Hussey on ballet music since 

the war, Celia Sparger on physique and ballet, and Christian Simpson of the B.B.C. 

on televised ballet; tributes to Vaslav Nijinsky by C. W. Beaumont and to George 

Balanchine by Walter Terry (dance critic of the New York Herald Tribune), and an 

interesting account of the compilation of his Dance Encyclopedia by Anatole Chujoy. 

Photographs and drawings of dancers off stage and on stage record their travels and 

their major creations throughout the year. (792.8) 


BARON AT THE BALLET. Introduction and Commentary by Arnold L. 
Haskell. Foreword by Sacheverell Sitwell. Collins, 30s. D4. 224 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece and 7 colour plates. Over 280 black-and-white 
photographs. Index. 

Baron, the English photogr: apher, has here collected between two hundred and fifty 

and three hundred examples of his work since he first began to photograph ballet in 

1935 and has arranged them, with an introductory survey "The ballet scene today’ and 

a penetrating and an informed commentary by Arnold Haskell, to illumine stretches 

of the careers of many leading dancers and six major ballet companies: Sadler’s Wells, 

Ballet Rambert, Nouveaux Ballets de Monte Carlo, Ballets des Champs Elysées, Ballet 

Theater (New York) and Colonel de Basil’s Original Ballet Russe. The ballets Giselle 

and Roland Petit’s Carmen are given separate sections, and there are eight fine colour 

plates. (792.8) 
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Dancing 

DANCES OF ENGLAND AND WALES. Maud Karpeles and Lois Blake. 
DANCES OF ITALY. Bianca M. Galanti. DANCES OF SCOTLAND. 
Jean C. Milligan and D. G. MacLennan. DANCES OF SPAIN, II, 
NORTH-EAST AND EAST. Lucile Armstrong. Max Parrish, 3s.6d. each. 
C8. 40 pages. 4 plates in colour. Map. Bibliography. (Handbooks of 
European National Dances) 

The first titles to be published in Festival year in this expert and attractive little 

series appropriately include dances of England, Wales and Scotland. As before, each 

volume provides for the student and teacher expert notes on history, characteristic 

style, steps, music and costume, indicates where and when dancing may be scen and 

prints the music and full descriptions of four dances specially chosen as good intro- 

ductory representatives of their kind. (793.310942) (793.310945) 

(793.310941) (793.310946) 

Games: Chess 

THE RIGHT WAY TO PLAY CHESS. D. Brine Pritchard. Introduction and 
Annotations by Imré Konig. Right Way Books (Kingswood, Surrey), 6s. C8. 
237 pages. Diagrams. Index. 


This is an entertaining manual on the popular indoor game of chess which not only 
guides the beginner through all stages but is also an excellent work for the club player 
who aspires to modern master strategy. The author has had the valuable collaboration 
of an international master player for the annotations in a chapter on ‘Illustrative 

Games’. (794.1) 


Sports: Mountaineering 
THIS MY VOYAGE. Tom Longstaff. Murray, 21s. D8. 336 pages. 27 illustra- 


tions. 15 sketch maps by Charmian Longstaff. Notes and bibliography. 
Index. 


Dr. Longstaff has a unique place among mountain explorers, a place confirmed by 
his presidency of the Alpine Club and the gold medal of the Royal Geographical 
Society. Though he does not despise records or first ascents, it is emphatically the 
journey and not the objective in which he rejoices. In this volume which will become 
a classic of its kind, he recounts the experiences of more than half a century of moun- 
tain travel. The arrangement is regional, not chronological, and the most absorbing 
chapters deal with the Caucasus, the Kumaon and Garhwal Himalaya, the Karakoram, 
and the Hindu Kush. This method, though sometimes confusing, enables him to bring 
out clearly the special characteristics of each region, and the problems to be solved. He 
has to his credit among other achievements the ascent of Trisul (23,406 ft.), for years 
the highest peak climbed, and the revelation of the true extent of the Siachen glacier, 
the greatest outside the Polar regions. All these pages are enriched by his love of 
nature, his affection for primitive peoples, and his appreciation of his companions. His 
narrative therefore has a much wider appeal than the conventional mountaineering 
book. It is adequately supplied with sketch maps for the elucidation of the text, and 
there are some fine photographs of mountain scenery. (796.52) 
CLIMBER’S TESTAMENT. W. Kenneth Richmond. Alvin Redman, 12s.6d. 
D8. 254 pages. 36 plates. 9 line drawings. 
This delightful book, written by a lover of the open air, well known for his books on 
wild life and as an educationalist, is an attempt to outline a mountaineering philosophy 
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and to answer the question ‘Why do we climb?’ It is not, therefore, a guide to the 
climber’s craft nor a book of personal reminiscences. It deals rather with the pleasures 
and pains of climbing, the personality of mountains, the appreciation of mountain 
scenery, folk-lore, weather and the wild life of the British hills and rocks. The second 
part of the book is descriptive of the mountains and hills of Northern England, Wales 
and Scotland and the volume is illustrated throughout with some magnificent photo- 
graphs of British mountain scenery. (796.52) 


CLIMBS IN THE CANADIAN ROCKIES. Frank S. Smythe. Hodder & 
Stoughton, 20s. M8. 260 pages. 36 photographs (2 in colour). 2 diagrams. 
3 maps. Index. 


This is the last book of perhaps the most celebrated mountaineering writer of his 
gencration. It falls into two sections, the first of which consists of a series of separate 
chapters on mountainecring in the Canadian Rockies at various times from 1943, when 
the author was engaged in training the Lovat Scouts in mountaineering, to 1947. The 
latter half of the book deals with a particular area, the Lloyd George Mountains of 
North-East British Columbia, a little-known region to which Smythe led an explor- 
ing expedition in 1947. This book is attractively written and the illustrations, chiefly 
from the author’s photographs, do much to enhance its value. (796.520971) 
Fishing 
FLY FISHING IN AUSTRALIA AND NEW ZEALAND. M. E. McCausland. 
Lothian Publishing Co. (Melbourne, Australia), 42s. D8. 222 pages. Ilustra- 
tions. 
This handbook on fly fishing in Australia and New Zealand covers a wide range of 
subjects. There are chapters dealing not only with practical hints on casting, flies and 
related matters, but also with entomology and trout food, fisheries and hatcheries. 
A. Dunbavin Butcher writes on ‘The future of trout acclimatization in Australia’; 
Reg Lyne on ‘Casting in theory and practice’, and T. H. Brunn on ‘Fly fishing in 
New Zealand’. Some chapters are arranged so as to give systematic information about 
various streams in Victoria, New South Wales and Tasmania. There are photographs 
of well-known rivers, as well as illustrations of various types of flies, prepared by 
J. M. Gillies. (799.12) 
LITERATURE 
THE PLAYWRIGHT. A Study of Form, Method, and Tradition in the 
Theatre. Ormerod Greenwood. Pitman, 18s. D8. 224 pages. Bibliography. 
Index. (Theatre and Stage Series) 
This is primarily a text-book on craftsmanship, which states at the outset that no text- 
book can teach anyone to write a good play. However, analyses are useful and the 
author studies here the conventions of the past and present, choosing for his examples 
some of the world’s masterpieces. Yet the problems that beset the playwright of today 
are his primary concern, and the latter part of the book is devoted to the structure of a 
play, the writer’s tools, cutting and revision, and the mastery of stagecraft. Short 
bibliographies and a series of questions to the reader follow each section. (808.2) 
PLAYS OF THE YEAR, 1949-50. Volume 3. Chosen by J. C. Trewin. 
Elek, 15s. sC8. 662 pages. 
The six plays in this third volume of a now popular series have all been performed on 
the London stage. The Holly and the Ivy, by Wynyard Browne, is a domestic drama 
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which delights by its authenticity. It is set in a typical English vicarage and is built 
around the problem of a family from which the father, by nature of his vocation, is 
set apart, but the barrier between him and the others is finally overcome. Such topical 
problems as the housing shortage, wives with careers, and the lack of nursemaids, are 
treated hilariously in Young Wives’ Tale, by Ronald Jeans, which concerns the domes- 
tic troubles of two young married couples sharing the same quarters. Bonaventure, by 
Charlotte Hastings, is a somewhat unusual melodrama in that its setting is a convent 
hospital, isolated by floods, and the ‘detective’ who saves a girl from being wrongfully 
hanged for murder is a nun. Castle in the Air, by Alan Melville, is a light, superficial 
but dexterous comedy about a penniless Scottish Earl and his endeavours to sell his 
castle to a rich American woman before the National Coal Board can requisition it. 
Tartuffe has been adapted by Miles Malleson from Molitre’s great play for the benefit 
of modern audiences who prefer the classics made palatable for easy consumption. 
Racy and colloquial as the dialogue is, some of the essence of the original permeates 
the text. From the bewildering contortions of Top of the Ladder, by Tyrone Guthrie, 
emerges the life story of a successful business man with a father complex. Past, present 
and future move concurrently and the play is over only when every event in the hero’s 
life has been enacted to and fro and over again. (808.2) 


THE OUTLINE OF LITERATURE. Edited by John Drinkwater. Revised by 
Horace Shipp. New edition, completely revised and enlarged. George 
Newnes, 30s. SuR8. 877 pages. 64 plates. Chapter bibliographies. Index. 


This admirable outline was first conceived and planned by the poet and critic, John 
Drinkwater, and has since been several times brought up to date. Although the emphasis 
is principally upon English literature, enough space is given to the literature of the 
world in its various important phases to make the book a comprehensive survey and a 
useful work of reference. Its aims are necessarily large and general, but the dangers of 
this are offset by extensive quotations from the books discussed, which enable the 
reader both to judge for himself and to become acquainted with many well-known 

oems and passages of prose. The present editors, Horace Shipp and Eric Partridge, 
os revised the text in the light of recent scholarship and have added new sections 
upon modern creative work. The additional sections are not mere records of contem- 
porary output, but, in keeping with the imaginative spirit of the whole, are designed to 
place new writing in its relation to the problems of the modern world. Brief, carefully 
selected bibliographies accompany each chapter, and the book is lavishly illustrated 
with portraits, facsimiles of title-pages, and reproductions of contemporary paintings. 


09) 


American Literature 


SEVENTY CANTOS. Ezra Pound. Faber, 25s. 8} x s$} inches. 447 pages. 
Notes. 


The importance of Ezra Pound as a critical and formative influence on modern poetry 
is acknowledged, but the value of his own performance as a poet is more difficult to 
assess. The central theme of the Cantos is civilization itself. The periods of mankind’s 
greatest achievements in the arts—ancient China, medieval Provence and the quattro- 
cento—are compared with what Mr. Pound regards as the degeneracy and spiritual 
bankruptcy of modern times. Scraps of history and myth are set against visions of the 
modern world seen in terms of various sorts of hell, typified by the 1914-18 war, 
modern politics and business, and repellent phantasmagoria. (811.5) 
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English Literature 


THE YEAR'S WORK IN ENGLISH STUDIES. Vol. XXIX, 1948. Edited for 
the English Association by Frederick S$. Boas. Oxford University Press, 
12s.6d. sD8. 296 pages. Indexes. 


This book surveys the contributions made by British and foreign writers to the 
advancement of the study of English language and literature during 1948. General 
works on literary history and criticism, and on the English language are dealt with 
first, and then the contributions to each age of English literature are considered in 
chronological periods: the Old English period down to the nineteenth century and 
after. Among these is a special addendum to the Shakespeare chapter necessitated by 
the appearance of Vol. | of Shakespeare Survey, an annual survey of Shakespearian 
study and production. The bibliographical work accomplished in 1948 is the subject of 
a separate chapter. Each chapter of the book has been written by a competent scholar 
of repute, who has given to every work an adequate notice, in finished literary style, 
outlining its content and assessing its value as furthering the study of English. The works 
dealt with vary from the massive volume to articles, correspondence and notes in 
journals of wide variety. In production, thoroughness, style and scholarship the book 
maintains the excellent standard of its predecessors, and will be of great value to all 
students of English. (820.5) 


THE ENCHANTED GLASS. The Elizabethan Mind in Literature. Hardin 
Craig. Reprint. Blackwell (Oxford), 12s.6d. 1C8. 307 pages. Bibliographical 
notes. Index. 


The aim of Professor Hardin Craig’s learned and suggestive book is to explore the 
scientific, philosophic and social background of Elizabethan literature. His title is taken 
from Francis Bacon’s The Advancement of Learning in which it is stated that ‘the mind 
of man is far from the nature of a clear and equal glass . . . nay, it is rather like an 
enchanted glass, full of superstition and imposture’. Professor Craig begins by giving 
an account of Renaissance cosmology, in its Aristotelean and neo-Platonic variants, 
contrasted with our conception today, and the influence of astrology on Elizabethan 
poetry. He maintains that the influence of Calvinism on the literature of the period has 
been underestimated, as have the achievements of sixteenth-century science. In its 
hectic attitude to religion, politics, love and friendship, the Elizabethan age is seen as 
the tragic age par excellence. The bibliographical notes, which do not go beyond 1930, 
have evidently not been revised for the present reprint. The Enchanted Glass was 
originally published in 1936. (820.9) 


100 YEARS OF ENGLISH LITERATURE. Sherard Vines. Duckworth, 21s. 
D8. 316 pages. Bibliography. Index. (The Hundred Years Series) 
This volume affords all the pleasures as well as the disadvantages of a tour de force. A 
tour de force it could not but be. The scope of the book is wide—nothing less than the 
great and good books of the most brilliant hundred years of English literature (from 
the 1830s), and to have done justice, however brief, to all this in three hundred pages 
is no mean achievement. The author is at his best when he can write at some length on 
one of the supremely great figures (read him on Thackeray, for instance), but even 
when he has to condense his matter he is still a spirited writer. His mind is full—as we 
should expect of one who is Professor of English Literature at University College, 
Hull—but it is also nimble. (820.9) 
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English Poetry 

THE VOICE OF POETRY (1930-1950). An Anthology. Edited with a 
Critical Introduction by Hermann Peschmann. Evans, 8s.6d. C8. 
293 pages. Biographical notes. Index of first lines. 

Mr. Peschmann’s anthology is designed to show the development of English poetry 

since the publication of W. H. Auden’s Poems in 1930. Elder writers such as Walter 

de la Mare, Edith Sitwell and T. S. Eliot are also included, Mr. Eliot being repre- 

sented by the whole of East Coker. The poems are arranged alphabetically by author 

and the introduction traces the development of critical theory since the 1930s, when 

Marxist and Freudian preoccupations were in evidence, to the rebirth of a new meta- 

physical and love poetry since the war. (821.0822) 


THE GOLDEN TREASURY OF LONGER POEMS. Edited by Ernest Rhys. 
New edition, with additions. Dent, 4s.6d. F8. 415 pages. (Everyman's 
Library) 

The poems in this edition now range in date from Chaucer (1340?-1400) to Walter 

de la Mare. The criterion of length is not applied too rigidly, and though for the most 

part the anthology contains obligatory examples, there are others such as Samuel 

Johnson’s London and Shenstone’s The Schoolmistress which show an individual 

choice. The first edition appeared in 1921. (821.0822) 


AN ESSAY ON MAN. Alexander Pope. Edited by Maynard Mack. Methuen, 
30s. D8. 276 pages. 2 plates. 2 appendices. Index. (The Twickenham Edition 
of the Poems of Alexander Pope) 

Pope’s Essay on Man (published in 1732-4) was part of a contemplated series of poems 

in which human nature was to be exhaustively and systematically surveyed. Written 

in heroic couplets, it consists of four Epistles treating of: the nature and state of man 
with respect to the universe; of man with respect to himself as an individual; of man 
with respect to society; of man with respect to happiness. The remarkable Introduction 
and the richly crowded notes of this edition will ensure that the mid-twentieth cen- 
tury readers now falling under the spell of Pope will accord to Pope’s masterpiece the 
attention they have, so far, been unable to give to it. It is more than likely, too, that 
the reading world will give the Essay on Man an acclamation it has not received since 
the first great days of its popularity. Mr. Mack is an ideal editor, and no poem has 
ever been better served. He deals competently with the intricate material drawn on 
by Pope, and is as interested in it as he is in the poetry that Pope made of it. Mr. Mack 
has found Pope deeply versed in ideas, not in the philosophical sense but as current 
notions about cosmical, religious and ethical matters. In his knowledge of these ideas 
and his sense of the nature of the poetry that Pope made of them, Mr. Mack shows 
himself as good a critic as he is a scholar. (821.53) 


COLERIDGE: SELECT POETRY AND PROSE. Edited by Stephen Potter. 
2nd edition. Nonesuch Press, 15s. 43 7} inches. 874 pages. Notes. Index. 
(The Nonesuch Library) 

This book represents by selection different aspects of the work of Samuel Taylor 

Coleridge (1772-1834), who is best known for his collaboration with Wordsworth in 

beginning the Romantic Revival in English poetry by the publication of The Lyrical 

Ballads (1798). Coleridge’s poetry, however, great as it was at its best, was only one of 

his achievements; his many-sided literary genius found expression in criticism, reli- 

gious and philosophical writing, and in political journalism. To his contemporaries he 
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was an eloquent talker and a valued correspondent. All sides of Coleridge’s work are 
illustrated by Mr. Potter, who provides an explanatory preface to each section. The 
poems chosen are each complete and cover the whole of Coleridge’s poetic range. 
Criticism is exemplified by chapters from the famous Biographia Literaria and passages 
from the critical work on Shakespeare, Dante, Rabelais, etc. There are examples of 
his Table Talk, and the long extracts from the philosophical works show Coleridge 
concerned with applying a non-scholastic philosophy to life. The many letters included 
throw valuable sidelights on all periods of Coleridge’s life. Adequate notes on the 
selections are given at the end of the book. This is a welcome survey in one volume 
of the achievement of an author whose work, apart from a few poems, is too little 
known to the general reader. Additional material is included in an appendix to this 
edition. (821.72) 


BROWNING: POETRY AND PROSE. Selected by Simon Nowell-Smith. 
Hart-Davis, 21s. L.Post 8. 794 pages. Index. (The Reynard Library) 
This is a generous as well as a logical selection of the work of Robert Browning 
(1812-89) whose poetry, at first unaccepted by his contemporaries, mainly, as we now 
see, on account of its originality, came to be recognized by the 1860s as the work of 
a great poet. The editor of this collection of Browning’s poetry has avoided an 
assembly of ‘purple patches’, but has made it his business to illustrate the early literary 
influences on Browning and the development of his work from Pauline (1833) to 
Asolando (1890). The poems that have been chosen represent each kind of Browning's 
poetry, with the exception of his renderings from the classics. The Dramatic Lyrics 
(the poetic form which Browning created) are all included. The plays are represented 
by their lyrics, and of the later poems (from Men and Women to Asolando) those chosen 
are, with three exceptions, given in full. The editor rightly makes no attempt to 
present Browning as a religious or ethical thinker, but shows what poetry Browning 
made of his thoughts and how they throw light on Browning. Mr. Nowell-Smith has 
justified his choice, too, of Book VII from The Ring and the Book. The Prose Section 
includes Browning’s essay on Shelley and fourteen letters: Elizabeth Barrett, Tennyson 
and Ruskin are among his correspondents. This very useful and well-produced book 
maintains the standard of this excellent series. (821.83) 


POEMS OF ROSSETTI. Chosen by Lilian Howarth. Angus & Robertson 

(Sydney, Australia), 16s.6d. C8. 261 pages. Portrait. Bibliography. Index. 
To mark the centenary (1950) of the Pre-Raphaclite Movement in English art and 
literature, Lilian Howarth has compiled a selection of Dante Gabriel Rossetti’s poetry. 
In her editorial note, she mentions that ‘since the complete edition prepared by William 
Michael Rossetti includes too much for general use, while the other available editions 
contain only the earlier work, a comprehensive selection such as this becomes a 
necessity’. She is also at pains to retain Rossctti’s own order of the poems, based on the 
1881 text. The poet is known to have revised earlier texts and all revisions are 
accepted. Lilian Howarth provides an introduction dealing with the poet’s life and his 
place in the Pre-Raphaelite Movement. The brief bibliography includes books and 
articles published up to 1949. (821.84) 


COLLECTED POEMS OF ANDREW YOUNG. Jonathan Cape, 10s.6d. 1C8. 
174 pages. Wood engravings by Joan Hassall. 
Andrew Young’s poems charm by the freshness and accuracy of their observation of 


nature. Landscape, birds, flowers and the clements are objectively presented and not, 
as is usually the case in such poetry, made into vehicles of human emotion. Taken 
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together, his lyrics give an almost complete conspectus of English country life. The 
present volume of Collected Poems contains the 1936 volume of that name, The White 
Blackbird (1935), Speak to the Earth (1939), The Green Man (1947), and the mystery 
play Nicodemus (1937). Joan Hassall’s delicate and precise engravings successfully 
reflect the spirit of the poems they illustrate. (821.91) 


English Drama 


LADY WINDERMERE'S FAN with two other plays, THE IMPORTANCE 
OF BEING EARNEST, AN IDEAL HUSBAND. Oscar Wilde. Pan Books, 
2s. sC8. 222 pages. Paper bound. 

These comedies of manners by Oscar Wilde (1856-1900), first produced in the 1890s, 

though very much of the London of their period, have always, by their skilful if super- 

ficial stagecraft and cascade of witticisms, retained a firm hold in the theatre. The first 
and last with their intricate interplay of paradox and irony, have much in common; 
the correct young Lady Windermere never discovers that the woman with a ‘reputa- 
tion’ whom her husband befriends and who gets her out of a difficult situation is her 
own mother; the uncompromisingly righteous wife of a wealthy and successful 
politician finds that her ‘ideal husband’ is not the upright man she had worshipped; 
and the knowledge subtly changes her. The Importance of Being Earnest is a sparkling 
romantic farce which spins its way gaily through a sophisticated web of mythical 
relatives, impersonation and flirtations. (822.89) 


English Fiction 


A SHORT HISTORY OF THE ENGLISH NOVEL. S. Diana Neill. Jarrolds, 
128.6d. D8. 340 pages. Bibliography. Index. 
Diana Neill has written a lively and readable and at the same time reliable account of 
the growth and development of the English novel from its earliest beginnings in 
medieval romance to James Joyce. Each period of literature is seen as growing out of 
the life of its time: the Romance and Realism of the Elizabethans; the Allegory, 
Adventure and Satire of the seventeenth century; the Broad Highway of the eighteenth 
century, with the eccentricity of Sterne; the Gothic romances of the early nineteenth 
century; the London of the early Victorians, and so on down to the Cult of Sensibility 
and the Satire and Experiment of the moderns. Though an enormous amount of 
ground is covered, the author’s judgments are evidently based on wide and accurate 
reading of the original sources, and this makes her book an invigorating experience. 
(823.09) 
STERNE: Memoirs of Mr. Laurence Sterne; The Life and Opinions of 
Tristram Shandy; A Sentimental Journey; Selected Sermons and Letters. 
Edited by Douglas Grant. Hart-Davis, 21s. L.Post 8. 752 pages. (The 
Reynard Library) 
This book of selections from the work of Laurence Sterne (1713-68) includes his 
famous novel The Life and Opinions of Tristram Shandy, A Sentimental Journey, seven 
Sermons (for Sterne was a parson, though a somewhat indifferent one) and a number 
of his letters, two of which are to David Garrick, the famous cighteenth-century actor. 
Sterne’s work as a novelist is important in that he carries the development of the 
English novel, still in its early days, beyond the story of contemporary manners and 
picaresque adventure as it had been used by his predecessors. Tristram Shandy shows 
the novel as a fantasia, and its author as an impressionist; it is the vehicle for the 
idiosyncrasies, whimsical humours and opinions not only of his characters but of 
Sterne himself. In Walter Shandy, my Uncle Toby, Corporal Trim and Widow 
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Wadman he has created characters that have become familiar figures in English 

literature. His prose style is intimate, discursive and conversational, qualities that are 

found in both letters and sermons. Mr. Douglas Grant writes a lively and useful 

introduction to a very welcome book. (823.62) 

English Essays 

ESSAYS BY OSCAR WILDE. Edited with an Introduction by Hesketh 
Pearson. Methuen, 10s.6d. C8. 312 pages. Portrait frontispiece. 

To this collection of Oscar Wilde’s more important essays Hesketh Pearson has added 

three examples of his journalism—*The American Invasion’, ‘London Models’ and 

“A Chinese Sage’, the best of his book reviews—and a collection of aphorisms, 

“Phrases and Philosophies for the Use of the Young’. Among the essays are the 

brilliantly amusing The Soul of Man under Socialism, The Portrait of Mr. W. H., Wilde’s 

° . ~<¢ ’ . , . 

speculation about the identity of ‘the only begetter’ of Shakespeare’s Sonnets, and 

The Critic as Artist, with its plea for the recognition of criticism as one of the creative 

arts. On the lighter side, there is The Decay of Lying. Also included are The Truth of 

Masks (which originally appeared as Shakespeare and Stage Costume), and Pen, Pencil and 

{ Yy 4p} I g 

Poison, revealing ‘a rather adolescent interest in crime’. Nowhere else in Wilde’s work, 

says Mr. Pearson, is the personality behind it so clearly visible as in the essays. (824.89) 

Swedish Literature 

A WALK TO AN ANT HILL, and Other Essays. Frans G. Bengtsson. Trans- 
lated from the Swedish by Michael Roberts and Elspeth Schubert. Chatto & 
Windus, 12s.6d. D8. 297 pages. 


Frans G. Bengtsson is a celebrated Swedish writer—poet, novelist, essayist and historian. 
He is known especially for his Viking novel about Red Orm, for his biography of 
Charles XII and for his five volumes of essays. It is from these last that the present 
selection has been made, and translated with distinction. The author’s range is wide: 
Villon—‘ Supreme among gallow-birds and prince of all ballade makers, he is himself 
to the last’; Charles XII; Wellington; Stonewall] Jackson; Sergeant Bourgogne of 
Napoleon’s Guard in the Russian campaign; the Merovingians. Besides these portraits, 
there are such autobiographical meditations as the title essay, “The Old Oak’, ‘Thoughts 
in the Grass’. These are witty and most readable essays, displaying a limpid style and 
an independent, mature mind. (839.746) 
Norwegian Literature 

A STUDY OF SIX PLAYS BY IBSEN. Brian W. Downs. Cambridge 

University Press, 15s. D8. 225 pages. Notes. Bibliography. Index. 

The author, who is Master of Christ’s College and Professor of Scandinavian Studies 


leg an 
him to illustrate best the various facets of Ibsen’s mind and art. His book is a supple- 
ment to his more general study, Ibsen: The Intellectual Background. Thus, the three 
poetic dramas Love’s Comedy, Brand and Peer Gynt are taken as giving the most perfect 
idea of what Ibsen the poet conceived as man’s duty and destiny. The Doll’s House is 
seen as a typical example of the social plays; The Wild Duck as illustrative of the 
dramatic use of symbolism; and The Master Builder is considered for its autobiographical 
evidences. One of Professor Downs’s principal aims is to deduce Ibsen himself from 
his creations. He shows that the plays abound in comic touches: The Lady from the Sea, 
for instance, is seen as pure comedy. Professor Downs thinks that Ibsen gave up writing 
plays with a message because he came to believe that his fellow creatures did not want 
the kind of help hz aimed at giving them and that the reformer and idealist might do 
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in the University of Cambridge, deals with those plays which between them seem to 
1 











more harm than good. The last plays, he concludes, suggest that Ibsen was content to 
suspend judgment. (839.8226) 
French Literature 

THE MYSTERY OF THE CHARITY OF JOAN OF ARC. Charles Péguy. 

Translated by Julian Green. Hollis & Carter, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 216 pages. 

Péguy (1873-1914) “was the Frenchest of the French’ writes the translator in his fore- 
word, and he continues, ‘to give an English equivalent of his style is . . . almost 
impossible’. He has, therefore, tried to give a correct impression of the original, rather 
than to imitate Péguy’s style in English. Not an easy task, for Péguy was a writer whose 
style was difficult even to his own countrymen. Both an ardent Catholic and a 
socialist, he wrote with tremendous vigour and conviction. His speech was abundant, 
“yet never precipitate’. Although in dramatic form—it is a full length, undivided 
dramatic poem, in verse and prose—this work is comparable with, though of far 
greater importance than, his other vast poctic works on the youth of Joan of Arc. The 
characters in this mystery are the child Jeannette, her childhood friend, Hauviette, and 
Madame Gervaise, Jeannette’s spiritual adviser. According to Romain Rolland in his 
book on Charles Péguy, Madame Gervaise was a symbolical figure personifying the 
Roman Church. Without action, the poem in a series of long monologues and duo- 
logues attempts to describe the awakening of Joan’s supernatural vocation. Were it 
possible—it would be arduous both for cast and audience—to give this work on a 
stage, the performance could reveal its transcendant spirituality. (841.91) 


Greek Literature 


GREEK POETRY FOR EVERYMAN. F. L. Lucas. Dent, 16s. D8. 448 pages. 
2 appendices. Index. 
This book consists of a wide selection of representative extracts from Greek poetry 
from the time of Homer, tenth century B.c., to the time of the Emperor Justinian, 
sixth century A.D. Mr. F. L. Lucas, Fellow of King’s College, Cambridge, and Uni- 
versity Reader in English, has been engaged, at intervals, on the translations of these 
passages for the last twenty-five years. The extracts vary in length from two or three 
hundred lines from the Iliad to a single couplet from an anonymous author. In a lively 
and encouraging preface Mr. Lucas explains the purpose of his book, and justifies the 
approach to classical literature through an anthology of translations, and discusses 
literalness and the choice of diction in translations. His Introduction gives a panoramic 
view of Greece, a sketch of Greek achievement in art, science and literature, and an 
assessment of the qualities of the Greek spirit and its legacy to civilization. In dealing 
with Greek prosody Mr. Lucas examines the metres used by some previous translators 
and explains why he has adopted the metrical form he himself uses. To each author 
there is an explanatory notice or preface, and notes are given after each of the periods 
into which the passages have been divided. The translations are indeed poetry, read- 
able, unstilted and musical. Mr. Lucas’s classical and English scholarship offers that 
approach to ‘the grace and sanity of Greece’ which he has enjoined the non-classical 
reader to follow. (881) 


HISTORY [AND GEOGRAPHY] 
THE WHIG INTERPRETATION OF HISTORY. H. Butterfield. Reprint. 
Bell, 7s.6d. sC8. 140 pages. 
The Whig interpretation of history, Professor Butterfield maintains, results from an 


attitude the historian tends to adopt in visualizing history as a whole and commenting 
on it. This leads to supposing that the past ratifies or glorifies the present; sceing 
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analogies as causes; emphasizing certain principles of progress in the past; assuming 
that the people of the past were more like us than they were. It leads, too, to the 
historian’s stepping outside his province and adjudicating the value of one man or 
movement compared with another, and making moral judgments by presenting 
conflicts as moral issues. The author keeps this attitude constantly in mind in examin- 
ing the story of history that has emerged from its fallacies. He contends that if the 
historian is to understand the past he must assume that we can enter into minds unlike 
our own, discovering unlikenesses compared with the world of today. This will lead 
to the only safe assertion of causation he can make: the whole of the past has produced 
the whole of the complex present. The function of the historian is to disclose the past 
but his historical imagination induces a sympathy with the past that enables him to 
re-create it so that the present understands it. History, being at the service of good and 
bad causes, should give no rule of thumb methods for assessing the past in terms of the 
present. There is no time when the present reprint of this illuminating book (first pub- 
lished in 1931) could have been more welcome or salutary. The author is Professor of 
Modern History in the University of Cambridge. (gor) 


Travels Description 


TOUCH OF THE SUN. James Cameron. Witherby, 15s. D8. 312 pages. End- 
paper sketch map. 
The author, special correspondent for a London national daily, gives here his impres- 
sions of a representative series of events in various parts of the world from 1946 to 
1950. His chapters are not strictly journalism, but more considered reports set down 
after an interval for reflection. They do not, however, lack vividness or urgency on 
this account. He has a remarkable ability to convey the atmosphere of the moment— 
the bizarre proceedings at the Bikini atom bomb trial, the tension accompanying the 
constitutional change-over in India, the grim reality of the Korean campaign, are 
rendered with great force. Apart from any satirical reflections on human conduct 
which these chapters may provoke, the main impressions conveyed are of the small 
proportion of the correspondent’s messages which eventually appear in his paper, and 
of the intense physical strain to which he is subjected. Mr. Cameron has written a book 
which holds and stimulates the imagination from the first page to the last. (910) 


LOST TRAILS ON THE LOW VELD. T. V. Bulpin. Howard Timmins (Cape 
Town, South Africa) for Hodder & Stoughton, 15s. L.Post 8. 292 pages. 
Illustrations. Index. 


Originally written for a South African weekly journal, these tales and sketches of the 
Eastern Transvaal and Swaziland are concerned with the early treks of Louis Trichardt 
and J. H. J. van Rensburg, the Rain Queen Mujaji, the prospecting days of Barberton 
and Pilgrim’s Rest, and the wild border country of Murchison Range. There are 
many text illustrations by Barbara Tyrrell. (916.8) 


THE FRASER. Bruce Hutchison. Clarke, Irwin (Toronto, Canada), $4.50. 
IC8. 368 pages. Illustrations by Richard Bennett. Bibliography. Index. 
(Rivers of America) 

Bruce Hutchison, associate editor of the Winnipeg Free Press, author of The Hollow 

Men and The Unknown Country, gives an excellent account of the fourth Canadian 

river in this series, tracing it from its source down the hundreds of miles of its length. 

The Fraser is the largest source of electrical power left in North America and is famous 

for its salmon fishery. Its turbulent course is paralleled by the turbulent history of the 
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Gold Rush days (it was the scene of the earliest gold discoveries) and the railway 
building era. Mr. Hutchison has been more engrossed in the Fraser’s past than its 
present, more in politics than engineering, more in lumbering than the pulp and paper 
industries. Two particularly fine chapters deal with gold and the life cycle of the 
salmon. Mr. Hutchison’s style is well suited to his subject; The Fraser has a more 
dramatic quality than the other Canadian river books, and is one of the most readable 
in the entire series. (917.1) 


THE PACIFIC. Ocean of Islands. Edited by Charles Barrett. N. H. Seward 
(Melbourne, Australia), 105s. C4. 176 pages. Ulustrations. 
Charles Barrett, well-known Australian naturalist and writer, has been responsible for 
this compilation of Pacific studies. For the reader interested in the history of Pacific 
exploration, there are essays on ‘Cartography of the South-west Pacific’ and ‘French 
navigation of the Pacific’ by Geoffrey Ingleton and Nancy Taylor respectively. The 
late Professor W. J. Dakin contributes an essay, ‘Australia and the golden age of 
Pacific whaling’. Charles Barrett himself writes on birds of paradise. In addition to 
these, there are papers on missionary work, art and literature connected with the 
Pacific, including essays on the Berenice Bishop Museum at Hawaii and on the 
Alexander Turnbull Library at Wellington. Many of the essays supply references to 
primary sources. The wide ficld covered by this book makes it suitable for any reader 
seeking an over-all picture of Pacific studies. There are many photographs and repro- 
ductions of earlier etchings. (919) 


I SAW A STRANGE LAND. Arthur Groom. Angus & Robertson (Sydney, 
Australia), 15s. D8. 216 pages. Illustrations. Index. 


Arthur Groom, whose One Mountain After Another was published in 1949, has now told 
the story of his travels through Central Australia. All his journeys were undertaken 
from the Hermannsburg Mission, whose history he describes in two thrilling chapters. 
The Ernabella Mission and some unique homesteads are also mentioned briefly, but 
the predominant part of the book deals with the author’s travels to famous places like 
Ayers Rock, the Krichauff and the Macdonnell Ranges. Above all, this is the story of 
a white traveller with two native guides proceeding during hot days over miles of 
rocky tracks, spinifex and wild flowers, vividly recording the ever-changing colours 
which hold endless fascination for him. The photographs are a special feature and help 
to enhance the atmosphere created by the book. (919.4291) 


GREEN MOUNTAINS and CULLENBENBONG. Bernard O'Reilly. Smith & 
Paterson (Brisbane, Australia), 17s.6d. D8. 322 pages. Illustrations. Decora- 
tions by James Wiencke. Index. 

Bernard O'Reilly became famous in 1937 for his exploit in finding the survivors of an 

aircraft which was lost on its way to Lismore from Brisbane. Although the search had 

been abandoned after a week, O'Reilly formed the conviction that the airliner must be 
in the McPherson ranges not very far from his home. The first part of Green Mountains 
tells the story: the lonely track through the wild country; the finding of the two 
wounded survivors and the return with a doctor and other helpers. It is an exciting 
tale, told in bold, lucid prose. The rest of Green Mountains and Cullenbenbong consists 
of narrative essays covering homestead life in Queensland during the early years of the 
century. For those who are interested not only in the milieu in which these early 
pioneers moved, but also in the very spirit of these people, this is an indispensable book, 
written with conviction and sympathy for the people among whom the author grew 
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up. This is the first time both books have been published in one volume. There are 
many photographs and illustrations. (919.43) 


Biography 
AS THE WORLD WAGS ON.A.R. Ford. Ryerson Press (Toronto, Canada), 
$4.00. sD8. 238 pages. 

This racy autobiography of a roving journalist should be of absorbing interest not 
only to newspapermen and politicians but also to the general public. The author is 
Editor-in-Chief of The London Free Press and Chancellor of the University of Western 
Ontario. His reminiscences range over many parts of the world during the first half 
of the twenticth century. After graduating from Victoria, College, University of 
Toronto, Arthur Rutherford Ford began his journalistic career in Stratford, Ontario, 
and from there went to Ottawa and then to New York. Later, he went to Western 
Canada during lively pioneer days, and then back east to Canada’s capital city to the 
Parliamentary Press Gallery, where to this day he remains a frequent visitor. One of 
the most interesting chapters is that concerning the dinner given in honour of the 
survivors of the Confederation Parliament of Canada. During the Second World War 
Mr. Ford, as President of the Canadian Press, headed a goodwill delegation of three 
newspapermen to Australia. Since the end of the war he has followed closely the 
efforts towards world peace, attending United Nations’ conferences at San Francisco 
and New York, the World Conference on Freedom of Information at Geneva, and the 
Congress of Europe at the Hague. As Fred Landon, Vice-President of the University 
of Western Ontario, notes in his interesting foreword, Arthur Ford has been described 
as ‘a reporter's editor’—one who has never lost a reporter’s sense of news values, and 
still enjoys reporting the great national and international events for the newspaper of 
which he is editor. (920.5) 


THE TOLSTOY HOME. Diaries of Tatiana Sukhotin-Tolstoy. Translated 
from the Russian by Alec Brown. Harvill Press, 21s. D8. 360 pages. 8 illus- 
trations. Notes. Indexes. 

Tatiana Sukhotin-Tolstoy was the second child and eldest daughter of Count Leo 

Tolstoy, the great Russian novelist. Her diary covers a period of more than thirty 

years, beginning in 1878, when she was thirteen, and ending in 1911. Most of it is 

devoted to a day-to-day account of life at Yasnaia Polyana, with winter seasons spent 
in Moscow, the first half reflecting the normal occupations of a member of the Russian 
nineteenth-century landed gentry. The diary gives a charming and candid picture of 
such a life and is interesting as showing how Tolstoy appeared to his own family 
circle. The second half of the diary shows that Tatiana suffered from the same uneasy 
conscience as her father, with its constant self-examination, its religious and political 
preoccupations. While it cannot be said that her diary throws any important fresh 
light on Tolstoy himself, it does re-create the atmosphere of his home, and there are 
some good photographs. (920.7) 


THE LIFE OF AILRED OF RIEVAULX. Walter Daniel. Translated from the 
Latin, with Introduction and Notes, by F. M. Powicke. Nelson, 15s. D8. 
271 pages. Index. (Nelson’s Medieval Classics) 

Ailred was born in Hexham in 1110 and after a period in the court of David, King of 

Scotland, entered the Cistercian monastery of Rievaulx over which he was to preside 

as abbot for twenty years. His chicf biographer in the twelfth century was Walter 

Daniel, and Professor Powicke, of the University of Oxford, has produced the full 
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text of Daniel’s ‘life’ with a lucid translation from the Latin, a detailed introduction 
and learned notes. While many will be grateful for the text of the biography now made 
available in convenient form, the editor’s introduction will rank as an invaluable con- 
tribution to our knowledge not only of Ailred and Walter Daniel but of the conditions 
of monastic life in the century in which they lived. The volume also includes notes on 
Ailred’s writings, a chronology of his life and works and the text, with translation, of 
the letter which was Daniel’s apologia for his life of Ailred. (922.22) 


LUTHER 'S PROGRESS TO THE DIET OF WORMS, I§2I. Gordon 
Rupp. S.C.M. Press, 9s. D8. 109 pages. Index. 
Mr. Gordon Rupp, tutor in Church history at Richmond College, University of 
London, is already acknowledged as an expert on the life and thought of Luther and 
this volume will enhance his reputation. It grew out of an attempt to answer the 
question: “Who was Martin Luther?’ Few religious leaders have suffered more at the 
hands of opponents who are resolved either to ignore facts or to misconstrue them. 
Those who desire a positive presentation of the man against the background of his life 
and theological development up to 1521 will find here precisely what they need. For 
English readers the story of the young Luther calls for retelling in the light of material 
that was not at the disposal of earlier writers. Mr. Rupp has performed this task with 
real distinction and unusual skill. While the book is a contribution to Lutheran studies 
and bears the hall-mark of erudition, its content and style are such as to make an 
appeal to a wide circle of readers. (922.443) 


EMIN, GOVERNOR OF EQUATORIA. A. J. A. Symons. Reprint. Falcon 
Press, 7s.6d. D8. 60 pages. Bibliography. 


H. M. STANLEY. A. J. A. Symons. Reprint. Falcon Press, 7s.6d. C8. 
131 pages. Bibliography. 
Reprints of two essays by A. J. A. Symons, who is chiefly known for his biography of 
Frederick Rolfe, The Quest for Corvo. The first essay is on the career and character of 
Emin Pasha (1840-92), a German doctor who, taking service with Turkey, adopted a 
Turkish name and became a convert to Islam. His medical work in Khartoum brought 
him to the notice of General Gordon, who appointed him medical officer and, later, 
governor-general of the Equatorial Province, where his services proved invaluable. 
After the abandonment of the Sudan he administered his province alone until the 
arrival of Stanley’s relief expedition resulted in his leaving reluctantly. He did great 
work in the abolition of slavery, in route surveying, metcorology, tropical medicine, 
and on African dialects. The second essay is concerned with H. M. Stanley (1841-1904), 
who went to America at the age of seventeen and gained success as a journalist and 
war correspondent. He became famous for his wide African explorations under the 
auspices of the American and the British press; for his finding Dr. Livingstone, the 
well-known British missionary and explorer, and for his part in the expedition to 
relieve Emin Pasha. The work and the personality of each of these extraordinary men 
have been clearly presented in these two well-written biographies. (923.243) (923.9) 


THE LIFE OF MAHATMA GANDHI. Louis Fischer. Jonathan Cape, 25s. M8. 
593 pages. Bibliography. Index. 

Since his assassination in 1948, Gandhi has been the subject of a mass of books and 

articles, largely in the form of reminiscences by those who knew him. Mr. Fischer, 

though personally acquainted with the Indian leader, has attempted something more 
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ambitious, as the title indicates. This biogr: aphy is not merely based on wide reading 
but on interviews and correspondence with a very great number of individuals with 
first hand knowledge of the events and people described, and forty pages are devoted 
to a careful setting out of these sources. The result is a book which, though the work 
of an avowed admirer, avoids mere eulogy and will surely be of primary importance 
to the future student of the subject. (923.254) 


CONFIDENT MORNING. Harold Butler. Faber, 12s.6d. D8. 192 pages 
Frontispiece. Index. 

Sir Harold Butler here gives the story of his life from his boyhood until 1914, the date 

of the Treaty of Versailles and of the founding of the International Labour Organiza- 

tion, of which he was to become Director. His service in the Home Office and in the 

Ministry of Labour, together with his other public activities, brought him into con- 

tact with many of the most interesting personalities of the time, and the volume forms 


an illuminating background to the hist ry of the early twentieth century and the First 
World War. (923.542) 


THE DIARY OF HENRY FRANCIS FYNN. Compiled from original sources 
and edited by James Stuart and D. McK. Malcolm. Shuter & Shooter 
icaaslane 4 South Africa), 42s. D8. 357 pages. Frontispiece (portrait). 
13 illustrations. 4 maps (3 folding). Index. 

Henry Francis Fynn was the first white settler in what is now Natal, and the earliest 

to record his experiences there. He arrived primarily as a trader, but took a deep interest 

in the native peoples, and was in a position to record much of the contemporary 
history of the Zulus, and especially of Shaka and Dingaan. His original diary was 
accidentally buried in his brother’s grave; the manuscripts here edited, which do not 

form a continuous diary, date from various periods, and relate to the years 1824-36. 

Fynn’s papers were left to James Stuart, formerly Under- -Secretary for Native Affairs 

in Natal, who did not live to publish them. They have been prepared for publication 

by Mr. Malcolm, Lecturer in Zulu in the University of Natal. With two exceptions 
the illustrations are taken from familiar works by Isaacs, Gardiner and Angas; the 
maps, including a chart of Port Natal as surveyed by Licutenant King in 1823, are new. 

There is a full index. (923.8684) 


H. M. STANLEY. A. J. A. Symons. Reprint. (923.9) 
See EMIN, GOVERNOR OF EQUATORIA. A. J. A. Symons. (923.243) 


THE HEAVISIDE CENTENARY VOLUME. Institution of Electrical Engineers, 
10s. sD4. 103 pages. Frontispiece. Plates (including portraits and facsimiles). 
Illustrations. Tables. Diagrams. Index. 


Published to celebrate the centenary of the birth of the great and unorthodox scientist 
Oliver Heaviside (1850-1925), this volume contains papers and addresses by leading 
scientists on Heaviside’s life and work, work which formed a major part of the bridge 
joining the fundamental electro-magnetic theory of Maxwell to present-day electrical 
engineering practice. Of particular interest is the long paper in which H. J. Josephs 
describes and analyses the unpublished notes which were evidently intended by 
Heaviside to form the basis for a fourth volume of his treatise, Electromagnetic Theory, 
in which he would have put forward his ideas concerning transformation of matter 
and energy on the atomic scale. (925.37) 
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I HAVE A PLAN. Gertrude van Delden. Howard Timmins (Cape Town, South 
Africa), for Hodder & Stoughton, 12s.6d. L.Post 8. 262 pages. Frontispiece 
(portrait). Illustrations. 


Captain Deric van Delden was killed aboard the liner City of Lincoln off the South 
African coast in 1947, after bringing off one of the most successful salvage operations 
on record. The story of his adventurous life as a farmer, mining engineer and salvage 
contractor is here told in popular style by his widow, who shared many of his ex- 
periences. The chapters on salvage are of particular interest. (926) 


THE LIFE OF DOCTOR JOHN RADCLIFFE, 1652-1714. Benefactor of 
the University of Oxford. Campbell R. Hone. Faber, 15s. D8. 165 pages. 
9 plates, including portrait. References. Index. 


Dr. Hone, Hon. Fellow of Wadham College, Oxford, presents in this scholarly study 
the only biography of Radcliffe since the publication of Pittis’s unreliable Life and 
Letters in 1715, although MacMichael’s The Gold-Headed Cane which appeared in 
1827, gave a lively character sketch. Dr. Hone carefully describes Radcliffe’s childhood, 
education, student days and practice as a physician in Oxford. Recently discovered 
MS. notebooks enable the author to give a vivid account of Radcliffe’s London estab- 
lishments and convivial social life. Throughout the study, the circumstances of 
Radcliffe’s life, the harsh early years in Yorkshire, the education at Oxford at a time 
when the new scientific methods of observation and experiment replaced traditional 
learning, and finally fashionable practice in London, are closely related to the develop- 
ment of Radcliffe’s robust and independent personality. Dr. Hone brings out the many- 
sidedness of the character of one of the greatest benefactors the University of Oxford 
and the medical profession have ever had. He bequeathed funds which provided for 
the building of the Radcliffe Observatory and Institution, Oxford, the enlarging of 
St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, London, and for travelling fellowships in medicine. The 
famous Radcliffe Camera, now the reading room of the Bodleian Library, originally 
housed the Radcliffe library of physics. Radcliffe’s success in the practice of medicine 
in London society and in court circles between 1684 and 1714, which made his muni- 
ficence possible, is attributed to skilful diagnosis, strong personality and sound com- 
mon sense, rather than to medical learning. The appendices and plates add greatly to 
the value of the book. (926.1) 


CAPABILITY BROWN. Dorothy Brown. Country Life, 42s. D4. 224 pages. 
Coloured frontispiece and 120 illustrations. Appendices. Index. 


Dorothy Stroud’s recent short biographical study of Henry Holland (noted in the 
January issue of British Book News) will be remembered with appreciation. She has 
now turned her talent for historical research to Holland’s father-in-law and produced 
an altogether more substantial and important work—the first documented study of 
the life and achievements of the most celebrated English landscape architect. Lancelot 
Brown, known as “Capability Brown’ (1715-83), is revealed by her as a remarkable 
and likeable person, a man of integrity as well as genius and by no means the figure of 
fun that the slightly absurd nickname has suggested to posterity. The book contains 
much hitherto unpublished information and is illustrated with many superb photo- 
graphs and, by way of frontispiece, a fine coloured reproduction of a painting by 
Richard Wilson of Croome Court, of which Brown was the architect. Christopher 
Hussey, well known as a writer on the domestic architecture of England, contributes 
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a critical introduction to this beautifully produced volume which succeeds in convey- 
ing to the reader something of the grace and spaciousness of the cighteenth-century 
English rural landscape. (927.12) 


THE LUTYENS MEMORIAL. THE ARCHITECTURE OF SIR EDWIN 
LUTYENS. A. S. G. Butler with the collaboration of George Stewart and 
Christopher Hussey. 3 vols. 16} x 12 inches. 61 : 52: 59 pages of text. 
272: 278: 174 illustrations. 121: 107 architectural drawings. Index. 
THE LIFE OF SIR EDWIN LUTYENS. Christopher Hussey. 1 vol. C4. 
624 pages. 179 plates. Drawings in text. Index. Country Life, £,26.5s.0d. 
the set of 4 vols. 


The late Sir Edwin Lutyens (1869-1944) was the most eminent British architect ofhis 
time with a list of buildings and monuments in Great Britain, India and the United 
States unparalleled by any other architect, past or present. As part of the Lutyens 
Memorial, Country Life Ltd., with the assistance of funds raised by public subscrip- 
tion, have published a comprehensive record of Sir Edwin’s architectural work, with 
a separate volume of biography. The three large quarto volumes on his architecture, 
prepared by A. S. G. Butler, contain reproductions of original drawings, plans, eleva- 
tions and photographs of (1) Sir Edwin’s country houses, (2) a miscellaneous group 
comprising the Imperial Buildings and former Viceregal Palace at New Delhi, India, 
and (3) Town and Public Buildings including the British Embassy in Washington 
and the new metropolitan cathedral in Liverpool, England. Each volume contains 
an explanatory analysis and appreciation of the designs. The full-length Life, pub- 
lished in a separate volume of smaller format, is by Christopher Hussey, former 
editor of the periodical Country Life. It is a detailed account of Sir Edwin's life and 
career, rich in personal, intimate detail and illustrated with many photographs and 
line-drawings. Probably no architect has ever before received such a Memorial as 
these volumes. In them the scope and range of his genius can be fully studied in the 
reproductions of original drawings and designs made before his office was disbanded. 
The photographs, mostly belonging to Country Life, are an impressive record of 
domestic and municipal architecture during the first four decades of the twentieth 
century. (927.2) 


THE LAST ACTOR-MANAGERS. Hesketh Pearson. Methuen, 18s. D8. 
84 pages. 114 illustrations. Index. Illustrated endpapers. 
The author grieves at the passing of the phase in the English theatre when playwright, 
actor and public all depended confidingly and adoringly on the dictates of the actor- 
manager. The ‘phase’ had lasted from the end of the seventeenth until the first decade 
of the present century. During all this time the London stage had been dominated by 
a series of brilliant actors. Comparing the past with the present, Hesketh Pearson 
affirms that ‘in art the daring of an individual is preferable to the discretion of a 
committee’. Yet the revolution that pl aced the playwright-producer-cast ‘committee’ 
in that same dictatorial position had its origins in the Court Theatre season, led by one 
of those same actor-managers, Harley Granville-Barker. Hesketh Pearson, who became 
an actor himself in r911, ‘has taken ten of that great galaxy, basing his choice on per- 
sonal preference and first-hand acquaintance. And, as he traces their lives and careers, 
there emerges something of the brilliance of a period that cradled Wilde, Pinero and 
the young Shaw. The ten are Sir Johnston Forbes-Robertson; Sir George Alexander; 
Sir Herbert Tree; Sir Frank Benson; Sir John Martin-Harvey; Lewis Waller; Sir 
Henry Irving; Oscar Asche; Lawrence Irving; and Harley Granville-Barker. (927.92) 
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THIRTY YEARS WITH G.B.S. Blanche Patch. Gollancz, 12s.6d. D8. 
256 pages. Frontispiece. Index. 
Miss Patch became Bernard Shaw’s private secretary in 1920 and remained with him 
until his death in November 1950. ‘I am not a Shavian’, she confesses, “I had my own 
life and my own interests which might for me be far more important than the great 
man himself.’ Her comments are shrewd, detached and unimaginative, but not without 
dry humour. She writes that in private life Shaw was shy, modest and humble. 
Generally silent and abstracted, ‘he could be kind when he remembered you were 
there’. In new encounters he used the mask of G.B.S. He had few intimate friends and, 
apart from music, no aesthetic interests. His Socialism, says Miss Patch, was academic, 
sincere, but inhumane, and he was addicted to quacks of every kind. He regularly 
wrote 1,500 words a day and during working life of seventy years must, Miss Patch 
computes, have written some forty million words. Her book is valuable for its account 
of Shaw’s daily routine, of his habits and privately expressed opinions, and for its 
picture of the man beneath the mask. (928.22) 


BOSWELL’S LIFE OF JOHNSON. Vol. V, The Tour to the Hebrides and 
The Journey into North Wales; Vol. VI, Index. Table of Anonymous 
Persons, Bibliography, Errata. Edited by George Birkbeck Hill. Revised 
and enlarged by L. F. Powell. Oxford University Press, 63s. IM8. Vol. V, 
623 pages, 4 illustrations; Vol. VI, 494 pages. Frontispiece. 

The publication of the two concluding volumes of Birkbeck Hill’s Boswell (originally 

published in 1887) in the revised edition of L. F. Powell completes this monument of 

modern scholarship. Volumes I-IV, containing the Life only, appeared in 1934 and 
were then recognized as marking an epoch in the history of Johnsonian studies. It was 
not till 1930 that the manuscript of Boswell’s Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides was 
discovered at Malahide Castle, Ireland, and was found to differ considerably from his 
published version of 1785. Mr. Powell in this edition, which is based on the third 
edition of 1786, has added in the critical notes and elsewhere the readings of Boswell’s 
original manuscript. He has also made considerable corrections to Dr. Hill’s commen- 
tary, which was found to be inaccurate in many places. The identification and descrip- 
tion of places visited by Johnson and Boswell is also an important feature of the 
revision, as is the identification of many anonymous people, whose names were 
originally suppressed. Johnson’s Diary of his tour in North Wales is printed from the 
manuscript in the British Museum, of whose existence Dr. Hill was ignorant. The 
commentary has also been revised, chiefly with the aid of Mrs. Thrale’s diary of the 
same tour. (928.24) 


BOSWELL’S LONDON JOURNAL, 1762-63. Edited with Introduction and 
Notes by Frederick A. Pottle. Heinemann, 21s. sR8. 384 pages. Portrait. 
Facsimile of MS. Endpaper maps of London in 1761. Appendices. Index. 

This London Journal 1762-63 is the first of a number of volumes which will contain 

those of the newly discovered Boswell papers which will interest the general public. It 

begins on 15 November 1762, when Boswell left Scotland for London, and ends on 

4 August 1763, when he left London for Utrecht. He went to London to solicit a 

commission in the Footguards, in which he fortunately failed, and during these nine 

months he not only made many acquaintances in the world of literature and fashion, 
including Dr. Johnson, but he revelled in every pleasure, good and evil, which London 
had to offer, and began to develop his genius for observing and recording character 
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and conversation. His Journal is entirely frank, whether he is describing his own amo- 
rous debauches or noting the behaviour of authors and aristocrats. To quote Mr. Peter 
Quennell: ‘His actions are extravagant but his reflections are shrewd. And he is never 
so thoughtlessly excitable, so stimulated by wine, ferninine society, the bustle and glare 
of a crowded urban pleasure garden, that he fails to render an exact and brilliantly 
detailed account of the London scene beneath his eyes—whether it be the drawing- 
room of Northumberland House or the prison-yard at Newgate, the blood and noise 
of a cock-fight or the solemn seclusion of Samuel Johnson’s chambers.’ The editor is 
Sterling Professor of English in Yale University and an authority on Boswell and 
Johnson. His admirable notes and introduction provide all the explanation and infor- 
mation which the “general reader’ is likely to need. A strictly limited edition of this 
Journal, containing much extra material which will not be available in any other 
edition, will be published later at about five guineas. (928.286) 


CHEKHOV. A Biographical and Critical Study. Ronald Hingley. Allen & 
Unwin, 21s. D8. 290 pages. 8 illustrations. Bibliography. Appendix. 
References. Index. 


Mr. Hingley has gone to the original Russian sources, particularly to the letters, in the 
hope of presenting Chekhov without falsification or sentimentality. An accurate view 
of Chekhov has been difficult for English readers, he maintains, since the first flush of 
enthusiasm in the 1920s, when Constance Garnett’s translations of the plays and stories 
began to appear, on account of the Chekhov legend of the “gentle, suffering soul, 
obsessed with the futility of life’. In reality, as Mr. Hingley shows, a scientific attitude 
to life underlay Chekhov's philosophy ‘involving him in a hard-headed empirical 
approach to society and a marked hostility to all forms of religious speculation and 
metaphysics’. In this he had more in common with Soviet than with Tsarist Russia. 
‘There is a general agreement in Russia today’, writes Mr. Hingley, ‘that Chekhov 
was an optimist, both in his writings and in his personal life, and this view has the 
important support of Chekhov himself.’ The quality which most impressed those who 
met him was his zest for life. This book gives a clear account of Chekhov's life, based 
on the latest Russian research, and an informed and penetrating estimate of his develop- 
ment as a writer. His work is most remarkable, it is stressed, for the extraordinary 
freshness and range of his powers of observation and the multiplicity of the types 
which it contains. (928.9172) 


World War II 
THE ENDLESS YEARS. John T. Barnard. Chantry Publications, 8s.6d. D8. 
172 pages. 11 illustrations. 2 endpaper maps. 

This is a contemporary diary kept by a British infantry officer during three years’ 
captivity in Japanese prison camps during the Second World War. In it he tells of the 
experiences of a body of men who were taken prisoner when Singapore fell in February 
1942. These men, after a short period in Changi, were moved to a working camp in 
Singapore and, some months later, to Thailand, where they slaved to build until its 
completion the Thai-Burma Railway, more aptly known as the Railway of Death. 
Those who survived languished in base camps until the surrender of the Japanese in 
August 1944 and were then repatriated. It is a harrowing story of human waste and 
suffering, of courage, pride and fortitude, and of a comradeship which the Japanese 
admired but never understood. The diary was written under penalty of death, most of 
it at the time when the experience it records was being endured, and it therefore reflects 
reactions at that time. (940.5472593) 
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GLOBAL MISSION. H. H. Arnold. Hutchinson, 21s. M8. 276 pages. 34 illus- 
trations. Index. 


The author of this book was Chief of the United States Army Air Forces from 1938 to 
1946, and he here tells his personal story of those momentous years. General Arnold 
learnt to fly in 1911 and since that time was inseparably linked with the growth of 
American air power. Beginning with his boyhood in Pennsylvania, his record covers 
the earliest pioncers of flight, the air lessons of the First World War, the years between 
the two wars, and how the enormous development of air power came about. He was 
one of the senior members of the Combined Chiefs of Staff during the Second World 
War and is the first to tell of the inner workings of that high-ranking organization. 
The whole work is a valuable contribution not only to the literature of the war, but 
also to that of the growth of air power. (940.548173) 


Britain 
ENGLAND—PAST, PRESENT AND FUTURE. Douglas Jerrold. Dent, 
10s.6d. D8. 350 pages. Index. 


Mr. Jerrold disclaims any intention of writing a short history; he gives briefly the 
historical background ‘necessary to an understanding of the revolutionary events of 
the present century and the problems which these events have for us all today’. Having 
shown in the early chapters the origins of England as a nation and the growth of the 
ideas and principles which are the mainspring of our acts, the author then traces the 
development of the governmental system, of trade at home and of the empire over- 
seas. He says that the ideas and principles, though providing for the needs of material 
progress, deny the primacy of the spiritual. The achievement which was their fruit 
thus carried within itself the seeds of disaster and Mr. Jerrold shows, parallel with the 
outward magnificence, the growth of a pressure which burst in the world conflicts 
begun in 1914. He concludes his historical introduction with the outbreak of the 
Second World War and passes in the two final chapters to the present problems and 
perils which are the legacy of our immediate past. These chapters comprise a considera- 
tion of England as a world power and an unfavourable analysis of England under 
Socialism. (942) 


THE ENGLAND OF ELIZABETH. Vol. 1. THE STRUCTURE OF SOCIETY. 
A. L. Rowse. Macmillan, 25s. D8. 562 pages. 24 plates including maps and 
portraits. Index. (The Elizabethan Age) 


Mr. Rowse is a Fellow of All Souls’ College, Oxford, a poct and an historian. This 
book, the first volume of a pair, represents his most important achicvement to date. 
In it he surveys the structure of the Elizabethan Age, its foundations in the land, in 
commerce, in the ‘new wealth’ resulting from the Elizabethan industrial revolution. 
He depicts London and the towns, the social classes, government, administration, law 
and the Church, education and the social order. Only in the chapter on Catholics and 
Puritans does his sympathy fail him. The preface draws attention to an important 
aspect of the author’s method: “I have drawn largely upon local and regional material 
for my picture,” he writes. “I believe that the marriage of local with national history . . . 
has more to offer us than many more sought and over-cultivated fields.’ This method, 
seen at its best in the chapters on administration and education, ensures that the 
picture is representative of the whole country and that there is a wealth of illustrative 
detail, but this never interrupts the sweep of the narrative. The succeeding volume will 
complete the picture by portraying achievements in the spheres of action and of the 
mind. (942.055) 
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PEACOCKS IN PARADISE. The Story of a House—its Owners and the 
Elysium they established there, in the mountains of Wales, in the 18th 
Century. Elisabeth Inglis-Jones. Faber. 18s. D8. 255 pages. Coloured 
frontispiece and 13 illustrations. Bibliography. Index. 

For many generations, the exotic architecture of Hafod—what remains of it—has 

exercised a fascinating spell over those who have visited the house in its splendid 

isolation amongst the Cardiganshire hills. But few have realized what it symbolized 
in the days of its extravagant glory, when it stood as a beacon of progress and en- 
lightenment in the surrounding night of passion and prejudice, which even the 

Methodist revival in eighteenth-century Cardiganshire had only fitfully illuminated. 

Elisabeth Inglis-Jones has made not only a brilliant contribution to the social history 

of West Wales in that century, but has written, in a particularly lively narrative, a 

most engrossing g study of the man who incorp orated physically in the house he built 

and the estate he created, all the theories, hopes and aspirations which he shared in 

common with the advanced, humanistic thinkers and artists of his age. From being a 

playboy of the Western social world, Thomas Johnes was inspired by the wild, 

unsf s0ilt scen very of Cardiganshire, and the pitiable 5 Doverty of its peasants, to become 

a pioneer pea Neg and Faas in that most in hate ble of almost all Welsh shires. 

For twenty years and more, despite financial worries, domestic troubles and ignorant 

opposition, he attempted to put his unorthodox theories into practice, and succeeded 

to the extent of transforming Hafod into both an experimental agricultural station 
and a sanctuary of the arts, which attracted to it many of the most illustrious contem- 
porary politicians, painters and poets. The terrible fire of 1807, which destroyed two 
decades of patient work, did not destroy in Johnes that perseverance which Carlyle 
calls ‘man’s noblest tendency’, but the death of his only and beloved daughter, 

Mariamne, a few years later com] ‘leted the ruin of his hopes. In her description of 

Johnes’s achievements and innovations in afforestation and agriculture, of the atmo- 

sphere of serenity and culture that infused Hafod, and of the delectation that it 

afforded to so many cel ealiies in the annals of art, litcrature and politics, Elisabeth 

Inglis-Jones - sr 1 colourful and ave ible pictu re of an idealist who deserves 

a better memorial than a der elict house and a defaced monument in the burnt-out shell 

of the elegant church built by him at Ha f + (942.95) 





Portugal 
PORTUGAL. Gateway to Greatness. W. J. Barnes. Edward Stanford, 15s. D8. 
200 pages. 27 illustrations. 11 maps. Index. Decorated endpapers. 

A comprehensive and much needed modern sketch, covering all the ground needed 
by the general reader, begins by outlining the character of the present-day Portuguese 
people, hard working and long suffering, yet emotional. The story of the Greek, 
Phoenician, Roman and Arab invaders—among others—brings us to the medieval 
Queen Philippa, daughter of John of vee and consort of King Joao I, and to the 
legacy she in turn bestowed upon her adopted country in the influence of her own 
character upon the young Court, and in the persons of her five splendid sons, notably 
Prince Henry the Navigator. There follows a detailed description of cach of the ad- 
ministrative provinces, and the three great rivers which divide them: Minho, Douro 
and Tejo, or Tagus as we know it. We learn with interest of the part played by the 
city of Coimbra, and of the later growth of its internationally famous University. A 
description of the regional types of the populace does not shrink from revealing the 
superstition of the countryside, even to the killing of an epileptic woman suspected of 
witchcraft so recently as 1933. It is noted how the earliest Mediterranean stocks seem 
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to have persisted, to emerge in these modern times a revivified nation. The great Kings 
of Burgundy, Avis and Braganga pass before us; we follow the careers of Saint Francis 
Xavier in the Orient and of the Father Vieira in Brazil; the anti-British Marquis of 
Pombal rebuilds Lisbon after the great earthquake of 1755, and expels the Jesuits. The 
overwhelming influence of Portugal’s two greatest cities is well brought out; Oporto 
is seen as the favoured northern City of Industry, not yielding even to Lisbon. A flash 
of insight reveals the national poet, Camées, as upholder of the country’s greatness 
through—and beyond—the Spanish domination of 1580 to 1640. The book ends with 
an understanding analysis of the Portuguese Empire’s formation, decline and modern 
rebirth through monarchism, chaotic republicanism, and the present twenty-four- 
year-old régime of the bachelor lecturer in political economy, and farmer’s son, Dr. 
Salazar. The Gateway to Greatness certainly seems still to be invitingly open. (946.9) 


Russia 
A HISTORY OF SOVIET RUSSIA. Vol. I. THE BOLSHEVIK REVOLU- 


TION, 1917-1923. Edward Hallett Carr. Macmillan, 25s. IM8. 440 pages. 
Notes. 


In course of preparation from 1945, this volume is the first of three (designed to analyse 
those events up to Lenin’s withdrawal from politics which moulded the main lines of 
further development) which are to form the initial purt of Professor Carr’s long- 
projected full length history of Russia since the 1917 October Revolution. The 
author’s aim is “to write a history not of the events of the revolution . . . but of the 
political, social and economic order which emerged from it’. An Englishman who has 
neither a Marxist nor a Russian background, he brings to his task the experience of 
twenty years in the British diplomatic service, an interest in Russia dating from his 
appointment to the new department set up in the Foreign Office after the Bolshevik 
Revolution to deal with Russian affairs, and an urbane gift of exposition which was 
amply tested in the various works written during his tenure (1936-47) of the chair of 
International Politics in the University College of Wales at Aberystwyth, including 
The Twenty Years’ Crisis (1939) and The Soviet Impact on the Western World (1946). 
The present study examines the development of the Bolshevik party, the constitutional 
structure and the policy adopted towards the nationalities of the former Russian empire; 
it is admirably documented and draws extensively on original material of the period. 
The concluding chapter summarizes the changes in Soviet structure effected by the 
1923 constitution, and in two supplementary notes Professor Carr comments on 
Lenin’s theory of the State and on the Bolshevik doctrine of self-determination. The 
second volume will deal with The Economic Order and the third with Soviet Russia 
and the World. This first three-volume section will be complete in itself and Volume 3 
will contain a full index and a bibliography of main sources. The second section of the 
project will be entitled The Struggle for Power 1923-1928. (947.084) 


FICTION 

General 

MARY. Sholem Asch. Translated from the Yiddish by Leo Steinberg. 

Macdonald, 12s.6d. C8. 445 pages. 

By the author of The Nazarene and The Apostle this new historical biography in novel 
form deals with the life of the Mother of Jesus. It is an intensely readable and moving 
book despite the somewhat clumsy translation. The author has added to the Gospel 
story from his own stores of rabbinic learning to make up the deficiencies of the 
twenticth-century non-Judaic reader’s imagination. Though the divinity of Christ and 
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the glory of Mary are fundamental to the book, it contains unorthodox views on some 
matters—for example—that Mary gave birth to other children. This book will be of 
great interest to all Christian readers, and even if one disagrees with the author’s views 
it will enable many to discover new aspects of a familiar subject. 


HOW MANY MILES TO BABYLON? Four Stories. Nancy Bodington. 
Wingate, 9s.6d. C8. 239 pages. 

Nancy Bodington is the name of a writer already well known under a pseudonym 
and the four stories in this volume certainly reveal a practised hand. All are stories with 
an ironic twist: in the title story a little girl leaves her parents unwillingly to go and 
stay with relations in the south of France and even more unwillingly returns to them 
when the holiday is over; in Femme Sole an aging unmarried woman living in a 
boarding-house submits to the blandishments of a man who she believes loves her but 
who is actually only interested in murdering her; Cat and Mouse Keep House tells the 
story of two women who loathe each other but who can only fulfil themselves when 
they are together; and Life and Letters is a sardonic account of an unimaginative and 
snobbish schoolteacher who is loved by an ardent coalminer poet, becoming after his 
death—and very much to her disgust—world famous as the recipient of his love letters 
and poems. This last is the best story in the book and is completely successful; the 
impact which should be made by the others is softened by the conventionalities of 
what is known as ‘magazine fiction’, though technically they are very competent. 


VENUS, THE LONELY GODDESS. John Erskine. Wingate, 7s.6d. C8. 
176 pages. 

The witty author of The Private Life of Helen of Troy has again provided a sparkling 
serio-comic little entertainment concerning the classical world. We are introduced to 
the domestic life of Olympus where, seated round the supper table, Jupiter, Juno and 
their children—Minerva, Mars, Vulcan and his wife Venus—discuss, in pithy modern 
dialogue, their relationship with the mortals who, from time to time, pray to them. 
Venus, more unsophisticated and less cynical than her ‘in-laws’, feels she ought to 
know more about man and decides to visit the earth accompanied by Mars. She 
arrives at the close of the Trojan War, and in Troy makes many an unexpected, not to 
say disconcerting, discovery about love and about war. 


NEAPOLITAN GOLD. Giuseppe Marotta. Translated from the Italian by 
Frances Frenaye. Hogarth Press, 8s.6d. IC8. 192 ages. 
There are twe« nty-two stories and sketches in this little volume, each of them a nugget. 
Together, they comprise a kind of autobiography told in the form of anecdotes about 
life in the back streets near Naples harbour during the nintcen-twenties. Signor 
Marotta—or the narrator whom he impersonates—was the son of a lawyer whose wife 
was forced to work as a servant when her husband died suddenly and his rich relations 
refused to give her any help. The boy was thus thrown among the colourful characters 
of the Neapolitan basements or bassi—the shop-keepers, pie-makers, barbers, petty 
crooks—whose life, as he presents it, was an extraordinary mixture of Chaplinesque 
laughter and tears. There is, for instance, the tale of the man whose life is one long 
series of disasters but who remains impudent and gay through them all and who 
maintains his professional aplomb even when reduced to giving music lessons in a 
bomb crater; and an idea of the ability of these Neapolitans to invest squalor with their 
own kind of beauty is given in the name of a slum street which figures in these stories: 
Vico Lungo Sant’ Agostino degli Scalzi. Signor Marotta has a style that combines 
poetry with epigrammatic neatness: he writes of sunshine lying curled up and snoring 
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on a chair, of the ‘yes and no’ of spring showers, of sauce running through macaroni 
like blood through arteries. An unusual book that will provide delight for readers of 
almost every taste. 


TEN DAYS OF CHRISTMAS. G. B. Stern. Collins, 10s.6d. 1C8. 319 pages. 
On an early page of Miss Stern’s new novel that favourite of bygone days, Little 
Women, is mentioned with affection, and Ten Days of Christmas does, indeed, possess 
a curiously old-fashioned air that often recalls Louisa Alcott’s book. Although it is set 
in the years immediately following the Second World War it has—with its large 
boisterous family, its Manor House, and its schoolroom—an amplitude that makes it 
seem far removed from these austere and anxious times. It is a long and for the most 
part jolly story about a group of children who decide to produce Henri Ghéon’s 
nativity play Christmas in the Market Place in the village church. There are tribulations 
as well as jubilations, but in the end the play is put on so successfully that it makes a 
profit and the vicar is able to buy a new dossal for the altar. 


AN INCH OF TAPER. Hugh Talbot. Wingate, 9s.6d. C8. 207 pages. 

Mr. Talbot has handicapped himself considerably in his new book. No better recipe 
for dullness and sentimentality could be found than to write about a hero so ordinary 
as to be wholly without any quality of distinction, and to portray that hero in old age 
when left alone with nothing but memories. Yet Mr. Talbot’s book is neither dull nor 
sentimental. It is, in fact, always very readable and at times extremely moving. His 
Hugo Gresmonde, a clergyman whose career has been one of unobtrusive conven- 
tionality, becomes—as his past is revealed to us in the form of his reminiscences while 
dozing away his last days in the bedroom of a private hotel—a person whose very 
inoffensiveness makes him an object of affectionate regard. If he did no conspicuous 
good, at least he did no conspicuous harm. The only drama in his life is his unsuccessful 
courtship of the brilliant Lavinia and its sequel in his marriage to her undistinguished 
sister, Grace. For the rest, he goes about smoking his pipe, doing crossword puzzles, 
playing cricket not well nor badly, and fulfilling his clerical duties merely adequately. 
That so colourless a career can take on the dimension of a minor tragedy is a tribute to 
Mr. Talbot's art: he has made literature out of the commonplace because he performs 
the true novelist’s function of showing that nothing is commonplace when seen with 
imagination. 


THE ROMAN SPRING OF MRS. STONE. Tennessee Williams. Lehmann, 
7s.6d. 1C8. 126 pages. 


In his first novel Tennessee Williams is concerned, as in his plays The Glass Menagerie 
and A Streetcar Named Desire, with the characteristically American problem of the 
insecurity often hidden behind an imposing fagade of prosperity and success. His 
Mrs. Stone is a once-fashionable middle-aged actress who has fled to Rome to escape 
the probing eyes and the malicious tongues of the people who knew her in the days 
of her triumph. Although she maintains the appearance of a great lady, with her 
husband dead and her last stage part—as Julict—a failure, she is forced to buy the 
favours of a charming and impoverished young man of title in order to postpone 
acknowledgment of the physical and mental disintegration which she knows to be 
approaching. An even worse degradation awaits her as the story ends. In spite of its 
lovely setting in springtime Rome, this is an ugly tale—though the ugliness is the 
product of an unflinching regard for truth and not of a desire for sensationalism. It has 
been said that Mrs. Stone is an unconvincing character and that her tragedy is unreal; 
this is not so; an actress like Mrs. Stone, who, not being an artist, simply exploits her 
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personality and good looks, is left with nothing to display when these are gone. She 
is a business woman without a business. Such a tragedy maynot be of heroic magnitude, 
but it is a compelling instance of the misery that follows the inevitable breakdown of a 
life founded on values drawn from shadow and not substance. Tennessee Williams has 
written a parable that is merciless in its realism, but is not without compassion. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
MURDER IS A FURTIVE THING. Raymond Boyd. Hammond, Hammond, 
8s.6d. C8. 256 pages. 


If Mrs. Deacon had not sent the local paper to her nephew in London the series of 
murders known as ‘The Friar’s End Massacre’ might never have happened. It was 
Paul Scarfe who first set the police on to a case that proved as baffling as any they had 
known for lack of clues or hint of motive. And it was Scarfe who rounded off the case 
by offering himself as a trap for the murderer. Well reasoned, workmanlike and un- 
emphatic, this novel will keep its readers absorbed and puzzled to the end. 


A NICE CuP OF TEA. Anthony Gilbert. Collins, 8s.6d. C8. 256 pages. 


Anthony Gilbert is particularly good at arousing indignation for the helpless, in this 
case an elderly woman who is shamelessly robbed not only of a legacy but of her 
identity and when she seeks to recover them is in danger of her life until private detec- 
tive Arthur Crook takes a hand and outwits the forces against her. The criminal is 
known to the reader from the start; it is sympathy for the dispossessed that keeps him 
reading on in anxiety to see justice done. 


THE DASHIELL HAMMETT OMNIBUS. Cassell, 17s.6d. L.Post 8. 955 pages. 


Those who enjoy the ‘tough’ school of detective story writing will welcome the op- 
portunity of studying the methods of its founder in the five novels and four short 
stories presented here. The novels are The Thin Man, The Maltese Falcon, The Glass 
Key, The Dain Curse and Red Harvest, The stories owe their realism in background and 
character perhaps to Mr. Hammett’s personal experience of detective work. His style 
is terse, forthright and uncompromising, and in each of his tales the real secret is 
ingeniously preserved to the last. 


STAIRCASE 4. Helen Reilly. Hammond, Hammond, 8s.6d. C8. 222 pages. 


Gabrielle knew that her fiancé’s death was not the accident it appeared to be. Her 
insistence leads to other murders and places her own life in jeopardy. As if that were 
not enough, she cannot be sure that the man she loves is to be trusted. The author lays 
a skilful trail of doubt and suspicion and succeeds in keeping the reader mystified to 
the end. 


Reprints 

General 

THE PRETTY LADY. Arnold Bennett. Preface by Frank Swinnerton. Re- 

issue. Richards Press, 9s.6d. sC8. 349 pages. 

It has often been said that because Arnold Bennett (1867-1931) was born in fairly 
modest circumstances in the provinces his attitude to wealth and privilege, when, 
through his success, he came into contact with them, was one of uncritical and even 
vulgar admiration. That this is an exaggerated judgment is proved by The Pretty Lady, 
first published in 1918. This is a story of London in the first World War, of troop 
trains leaving for the Front, committees, zeppelins, music halls. The place and the 
period gave Bennett plenty of opportunity for observation of all aspects of the social 
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scene, and one can see that his provinciality, far from being a drawback, was a great 
advantage; he was the outsider who saw most of the game. His portrayal of ‘society’ 
and of rich men and women engaged in ‘war work’ is scathing—though he can be 
generous to them and others when occasion calls for it. His main story concerns the 
relations of G. J., a prosperous retired solicitor, and Christine, a French courtesan. Both 
characters are drawn unsentimentally and wholly convincingly. As Frank Swinnerton 
points out in his introduction, The Pretty Lady is not among the very best of Bennett’s 
books (it certainly goes to pieces towards the end), but its narrative skill and its record 
of an earlier wartime London make it well worth reading in this attractive reprint. 


THE JUDGE'S sTORY. Charles Morgan. Pan Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 192 pages. 
Paper bound. 


Charles Morgan’s latest novel (first published 1947), though not one of his best, gives 
an original twist to an old theme. It is a study of the conflict of good and evil; the 
former personified in the figure of the retired Judge Gaskony, an elderly scholar—an 
upright man and one possessed of that integrity of spirit that his club acquaintance, 
Severidge, immensely rich, superficially cultivated, seemingly kindly, has an intense 
urge to subtly destroy in whomsoever he may find it. This situation verging on 
melodrama is somewhat ponderously handled and Severidge not so convincing as the 
other protagonists, who include a girl whom the Judge regards as his daughter and her 
husband, who are involved in money difficulties. Severidge may be able insidiously to 
corrupt the young man, and to ruin the Judge financially, yet the Judge emerges 
spiritually triumphant. 


IN YOUTH IS PLEASURE. Denton Welch. Reprint. Vision Press, 8s.6d. C8. 
157 pages. Illustrated endpapers. 


This—the late Denton Welch’s second book—was first published in 1943 and con- 
firmed the impression already made by Maiden Voyage that Denton Welch was a 
writer with unusual powers of imaginative observation. In Youth is Pleasure is half 
fiction, half autobiography and describes a holiday which a schoolboy spends with his 
father in a country hotel. Not much happens to him externally, but his inner life is 
varied and intense. Trivial events—eating a péche melba, rowing a boat, having a 
bath, exploring a garden—are lived through with so concentrated an appreciation of 
each moment that they cease to be trivial events and become major emotional 
experiences. This book is not, like, say, Frank Kendon’s recently re-issued The Small 
Years, an evocation of a universal childhood, but is the record of a particular boy and a 
particular social class—a boy given to sophisticated pleasures and grotesque fancies, a 
social class cultured and affluent. In comparison with Denton Welch’s later books this 
one is somewhat raw, but it has a freshness and frankness that compensate amply. 


Crime, Detection and Mystery 
MURDER IS EASY. Agatha Christie. Pan Books, 2s. sC8. 250 pages. Paper 


bound. 


Luke Fitzwilliam, a police officer returning to England from the East, encounters an 
old lady on her way to Scotland Yard to report a series of murders she knows to have 
been committed in her village, but she dies before she gets there. Luke goes down to 
investigate and settles not only the fate of the murderer but his own fate also. The 
author follows a familiar pattern, introducing the participants one by one, suggesting 
reasons for their behaviour and leaving the reader to draw his own conclusions. 
But the reader should remember how ingenious Agatha Christie can be and not 
congratulate himself too soon upon picking out the murderer. 
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NOTHING CAN RESCUE ME. Elizabeth Daly. Penguin Books, 1s.6d. sC8. 
219 pages. Paper bound. 
Sinister notes typed at the end of newly completed passages of a novel bring Henry 
Gamadge to the Hutter’s mountain home not far from New York. Murder follows 
upon his arrival, the murder of two people who were heirs to a fortune. It is Gamadge 
who presents the police with the solution after close observation and interrogation of 
the suspects. The reader will be happily occupied in pursuing, along the dexterous 
twists and turns of the plot, his own suspicion of the murderer’s identity which early 
suggests itself to an astute eye. 


BOOKS FOR YOUNG READERS 

Fiction 
HITTY. Rachel Field. Reprint. Routledge & Kegan Paul, 7s.6d. D8. 221 pages. 

3 coloured and 19 black-and-white illustrations by Dorothy P. Lathrop. 
A reprint of an American story first published in Britain in 1932. It is the tale of a 
hundred years in the life of a wooden doll, narrated by herself, and tells the story of 
her adventures on land and sea, in America, India and even in the South Seas where 
she was worshipped as a goddess. Finally she comes to rest in an antique shop. This is a 
well-loved story which introduces many interesting scenes and people of other days. 
It has a very human appeal, especially to girls of ten to twelve. 


LEAVE IT TO THE BROOKS. Antonia Ridge. National Magazine Co., 7s.6d. 
C8. 271 pages. Black-and-white illustrations by Nora S. Unwin. 
A lively story of a family of children and a French boy who spends his summer holi- 
days with them. They have a gay time camping, organizing a concert for the village 
Flower Show and seeing London. The second half of the story carries the English 
children to Normandy to Paul’s home. This story is a pleasant one with a happy family 
background, a rare characteristic in modern children’s books, for parents are usually 
ignored. The characterization is lively and amusing. An entertaining and healthy story 
for boys and girls of ten to twelve. 
A BOY IN SAMARKAND. George Sava. Faber, 7s.6d. 1C8. 176 pages. Black- 
and-white illustrations by Margaret Wolpe. 
The story of a boy’s adventures in the Caucasus and in Samarkand in the days before 
the Russian Revolution. Peter’s adventures with wolves, horses and on the frozen 
lakes will please both boys and girls of ten to twelve. Peter is a real boy and has his 
faults. The background of the story is unusual for a children’s book. 


VERITY OF SYDNEY TOWN. Ruth C. Williams. Angus & Robertson 

(Sydney, Australia), 10s.6d. M8. 145 pages. Illustrations by Rhys Williams. 
This novel is mainly intended for young readers. The author tells the story of a young 
girl living in Sydney during Macquarie’s governorship. Her father is presumed to be 
lost on a voyage of discovery and so the girl goes to live with friends on a farm in the 
outback. The bulk of the book deals with her adventures on the land and the people 
she meets:a kindly ex-convict and a band of fierce bushrangers, all of whom contribute 
to an exciting narrative. The author is at pains not only to tell a good story, but also 
to make the social background of early Sydney and New South Wales quite vivid. 
For this reason the book is valuable to a young reader who wants to get the ‘feel’ of 
Australian life in the early nineteenth century. The illustrations help to produce an 
attractive book. 
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Non-Fiction 
~ ‘ . ° 1 
TRUE DOG sToriEs. Lilian Gask and Eleanor Graham. New and enlarged 
edition. Harrap, 7s.6d. C8. 208 pages. Coloured frontispiece and black-and- 
white illustrations. 
Eleanor Graham has revised this old favourite and added nine new tales. The stories 
are mainly of working dogs—the dog used in war, guide dogs for the blind, sheep 
dogs, etc. They are treated in a forthright way without sentiment, but will still appeal 
to boys and girls of ten to twelve who like dogs. 
JUDY'S BOOK OF SEWING AND KNITTING. Muriel Goaman. Faber, 
4s.6d. 8} X 6} inches. 76 pages. Diagrams by Ismena Mermagen. 
A simple book with clear diagrams for girls of ten upwards. [n the sewing section there 
are directions for making a bag, an apron and articles of felt, and instruction in darn- 
ing; the knitting section shows the young reader how to knit a baby’s mittens, bonnet, 
slippers and ball and a tea cosy. 


HAKLUYT'S VOYAGES. Selected for Boys and Girls by A. S. Mott. 
3rd edition. Blackwell (Oxford), 8s.6d. 1C8. 323 pages. Coloured frontis- 
piece, 6 full-page illustrations and others in text, by H. R. Millar. 6 maps 
and 2 2 endpaper maps. Glossary. 

An interesting selection from the epoch-making Principall Navigations, Voyages and 

Discoveries of the English Nation written by the English geographer Richard Hakluyt 

(I$5I or 1552-1616). First published in 1589, this work was the crown of Hakluyt’ s 

career and has always been highly esteemed. It is indeed a living book and should 

appeal to any intelligent child of twelve to fourteen. Passages are ‘omitted i in some of 
the voyages, but the wording is the same. 
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| 
This work constitutes a new approach to physical geography and geology. 
The illustrations, expertly constructed to give a three-dimensional effect, 
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form the most attractive feature of the book. 32 plates in four colours. 15s. net 
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By TERENCE REESE, Bridge Correspondent of The Observer. 


5s. net 
*Canasta’s a great game—make no mistake about it,’ writes Terence 
Reese. ‘It is easy to learn and extremely exciting, yet its strategy is 
sufficiently complex to interest the most serious card player. At 
Crockford’s Club, where the game is regularly played, many famous 
bridge experts are among its keenest devotees.” The English rules of 
the game, as played at Crockford’s, are included as an appendix by 
permission of The Sunday Times. 


Also by the same author 
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An Introduction to Good Bridge. 7s. 6d. net 


‘Confined strictly to the play of the cards, it shows the average player 
how he may become a good player, and the good player how he may 
become a better player. .. Most of us have a great deal still to learn 
about bridge, and there are few players in this country better qualified 
to help us than Mr. Reese.’—The Times. 
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